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Gohar’s Ghazals (in the Context of Ecocriticism)

Abstract:

Ecocriticism is a relatively new field of study, which addresses
the environmental crisis as well as echoes of nature in literature.
A modern and important wave of ecocriticism s
anthropocentrism. Under the theory of anthropocentrism,
humans advanced in the direction of scientific evolution and
made new inventions in the world of technology, as a result of
which the world faced an environmental crisis. While writers and
poets made social sciences the center of writing, they also wrote
in environmental perspective. Ecocriticism explains how writers
addressed this important issue and which environmental issues
became part of their fiction and poetry. Also, environmental
criticism offers an analytical study of literature.

Afzal Gohar is a famous poet of Urdu Ghazal. Although there
are a variety of themes in his ghazals, it would be right to call
Afzal Gohar a poet of environment. As much as Afzal Gohar has
seen and written about the environment from different aspects, |
think no ghazal poet has written like this till date. In this article,
an analytical study of Afzal Gohar's Ghazal is presented in the
context of Ecocriticism.

Key words: Ecology, Ecocriticism, Nature, Anthropocentrism,
Environmental Crises, Poetry, Analysis
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If your knowledge of the outside world were limited to what you
could infer from the major publications of the literary profession,
you would quickly discern that race, class and gender were the
hot topics of late twentieth century, but you would never suspect
that the earth’s life support system were under stress. , Indeed,
you might never know that there was an earth at all. In contrast ,
if you were to scan the newspaper headlines of the same period
, you would learn of oil spills, lead and asbestos, poisoning, toxic
waste contamination, extinction of species at an unprecedented
rate, battles over public land use, protests over nuclear waste
dumps, a growing hole in the ozone layer, prediction of global
warming, acid rain, topsoil, destruction of the tropical rain forest,
controversy over the spotted Owl in the pacific Northwest, a
wildfire in yellow stone park, medical syringes washing on to the
shores of Atlantic beaches , boycott of tuna overtopped aquafers
in the west, illegal dumping in the east, a nuclear reactor disaster
in Chernobyl, new auto emissions standards, famines, droughts,
floods, hurricanes, a United Nations special conference on
environment and development, a U.S president declaring the
1990s “the decade of the environment” and a world population
that topped five billion. Browsing through periodicals, you
would discover that in 1989 Time magazine’s person of the year

award went to “The Endangered Earth.””
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"Ecocriticism is the study of the relationship between literature

and physical environment."?
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As feminist criticism examines language and literature from a
gender-conscious perspective, and Marxist criticism brings an
awareness of modes of production and economic class to its

reading of texts, ecocriticism takes an earth-centered approach

to literary studies.*
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Those that see the natural world as disparate, not just people, but
also animals, plants, and even entre entities such as stones and
river are perceived as being articulate and at times intelligible

subject, able to communicate and interact with humans for good

or ill. In addition to human language, there is also the language

of birds, the wind, earthworms, wolves and water fall.”
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