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ABSTRACT

In my exploration of the profound and enduring impacts of colonialism on the nomadic
tribes of Baluchistan and the tribal areas of Pakistan, I draw from Jamil Ahmad’s TheWandering
Falcon and insights from postcolonial theorists. My study illuminates the tribes” persistent
struggles for recognition, representation, and basic rights. These tribes, once proud custodians
of their distinct cultural heritage, now confront challenges from modern encroachments,
political marginalisation, and economic hardships, all deeply rooted in colonial legacies. The
imposition of foreign legal systems, combined with the pervasive influence of modern media,
has led to a noticeable erosion of their traditional social structures and values. The economic
consequences of colonialism in the region are stark, with aggressive resource extraction and
the demarcation of artificial borders disrupting their economic foundations. My research
underscores the tribes’ enduring struggles, emphasising the contemporary relevance of these
colonial legacies. As these tribes grapple with modern challenges, I stress the importance for
policymakers to recognise and address these colonial legacies, advocating for a more inclusive
and equitable future. In conclusion, my research suggests the need for additional exploration
into the intersections of colonialism, gender dynamics, and identity within the nomadic
tribes of Baluchistan and the tribal areas of Pakistan, while advocating for the formulation and
implementation of strategies that empower these tribes, ensuring that their concerns are met
with both empathy and efficacy.
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Introduction

In my analysis of the effects of British colonial rule on the nomadic tribes of
Baluchistan and the tribal areas of Pakistan, I employ Jamil Ahmad’s TheWandering
Falcon as a pivotal literary lens. The novel reveals the tribes’ challenges in
preserving traditional lifestyles amidst significant socio-political and economic
changes, with a central focus on the profound influence of British colonial
rule on the region. Incorporating insights from Sarah Trabert, I observe that
the indirect effects of colonialism illuminate the depth and intensity of social,
economic, and demographic transformations, especially in regions adjacent to
colonial centres. Anchored in a detailed analysis of the novel, I aim to unravel the
multifaceted implications of colonialism on the nomadic communities in the area.
The colonial legacy, as portrayed in the novel, is evident in the fragmentation of
tribal communities, the introduction of foreign legal systems, and the drawing
of artificial borders. These colonial undertakings have not only reshaped the
political, social, and economic landscapes of the nomadic tribes but have also
led to their marginalisation and the gradual fading of their traditional lifestyles.
Moreover, it is crucial to recognize that these colonial legacies persist even after
the formal end of British colonial rule in the subcontinent and the subsequent
independence and formation of nation-states such as Pakistan and Afghanistan.
This acknowledgment aims to clarify that even though formal colonial rule has
ceased, its enduring effects persist through various socio-political mechanisms
within the nation-states these tribes inhabit. Drawing on Mathew Lange and
Andrew Dawson, I note that colonialism’s legacy is not universally tied to civil
violence, but certain colonial practices amplify the risk of specific forms of civil
unrest (“Impact of Colonial Legacy”). I posit that the selected novel serves as a
crucial literary prism, highlighting the persistent colonial imprints on the region’s
nomadic tribes and emphasising the importance of recognising and addressing
these historical legacies in contemporary sociopolitical discussions.

My research is fundamentally grounded in postcolonial theory, drawing
from the insights of eminent scholars such as Edward Said, Gayatri Chakravorty
Spivak, and Homi K. Bhabha. These theoretical pillars not only shape my study’s
trajectory but also offer a methodological lens through which I examine the
impact of colonialism on the nomadic tribes depicted in the selected novel. In
Said’s foundational concept of “Orientalism,” as presented in his seminal work
Orientalism, the West’s construction of the East as the “Other” emerges as a pivotal
pillar, revealing its instrumental role in perpetuating colonial dominance (45).

In the exploration that follows, I meticulously dissect the colonial gaze that
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significantly shapes the portrayal of the nomadic tribes in Baluchistan and the tribal
areas of Pakistan. Against the historical backdrop of British colonial rule in the
region, this analysis unfolds slowly, showcasing how, within the broader discourse
of Orientalism, the East—embodied in diverse ways—has been systematically
‘othered’ and marginalized. Specifically, this study focuses on the nomadic
tribes of the Pakistan-Afghanistan region, recognizing them as part of the larger
tapestry of the East rather than representing its entirety. The Orientalist discourse
surrounding “The East” extends far beyond these tribes, encompassing a vast and
varied landscape. However, within this broader context, the nomadic tribes in this
particular region serve as emblematic representations of the broader Orientalist
discourse, illustrating the complexities of their marginalization in the colonial
narrative. Transitioning to Spivak’s examination of subaltern voicelessness, I
investigate the nuances of this concept within the specific context of the nomadic

tribes. The term “‘subaltern’

)

” defined as referring to the marginalized and often
voiceless groups in society, finds profound resonance in the experiences of these
tribes (Spivak 78). Their narratives, consistently relegated to the periphery,
exemplify the struggles faced by subaltern groups.To construct a comprehensive
understanding, I interweave the regional backdrop, elucidating how the subaltern
status of these tribes has remained unchanged because of colonial legacies. This
deliberate and unhurried exploration aims to unravel the layers of voicelessness
imposed upon them, emphasizing the transformative potential inherent in
amplifying these silenced voices within the novel.

Additionally, Bhabha’s concept of “hybridity” serves as a theoretical lens,
providing nuanced insights into the interplay between colonizer and colonized
cultures (The Location of Culture 5). Expanding on this, I explore the cultural spaces
of post-colonial nomadic tribes, examining regional history and socio-economic
dynamics. This approach reveals the complex dynamics shaping their identities,
emphasizing the transformative potential in navigating traditional practices and
modern influences. These frameworks enrich my exploration of lasting colonial
imprints on the nomadic tribes, demonstrating methodological rigor to avoid
simplistic applications and provide a nuanced understanding of colonial and post-
colonial dynamics in the region.

Ahmad intricately captures the nomadic communities of the tribal
region, grappling with the profound repercussions of British colonial rule. The
novel illustrates the multifaceted impact of colonialism on the tribes’ political,
social, and economic landscapes. A notable repercussion of colonial influence, as

depicted in the narrative, is the dissolution of tribal cohesion and the imposition
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of an unfamiliar legal system.This notion is encapsulated when a character starkly
remarks, “Regular laws did not apply here, and the Frontier Crimes Regulations
were the primary instrument of administration with which they had to try to
balance the needs and customs of the tribes with the commands that reached
them from the government” (Ahmad 71). Ahmad’s portrayal resonates with the
observation made by Arif Dirlik that colonialism has transformed the identities
of the colonized. Dirlik contends that claims to precolonial national identities
become irrelevant, and nationalism, in itself, can be viewed as a version of
colonialism. Moreover, Dirlik argues for a renewed focus on the relationship
between colonialism and capitalism in contemporary political and cultural
discourse (20).

The novel clearly depicts a notable impact of external influences,
emphasizing the establishment of artificial divisions that result in the fragmentation
of tribal unity and the gradual loss of their traditional lifestyles. As Mullah Barrerai,
a character in the novel, remarks, “Of the two reasons that were being given for
the gathering of the tribes against the British government, one was religion, and
the other was money. As far as religion was concerned, it was a false argument,
because the Germans were also nonbelievers, and their religion was no different
from what the British professed” (Ahmad 59). The colonial economic policies,
as Lange and Dawson’s study suggests, have not universally led to civil unrest,
but certain colonial practices amplify risks, resonating with the tribes’ coerced
transition from nomadic to sedentary lifestyles (“Dividing and Ruling” 788). This
transition is exemplified by Mullah Barrerai, who, despite his unsettled nature,
maintains a relentless drive to navigate the intricacies of his circumstances. Within
the complex narrative, Mullah Barrerai’s internal struggles are highlighted.
Ahmad’s observation, “He was a strangely disturbed man, and behind all his talk,
one could sense an undertone of worry and fear, a feeling of failure” (56), provides
a poignant lens through which to engage with the lasting impact of colonial
economic policies. The choice of the word “disturbed” alludes not just to personal
turmoil but also hints at the broader disruptions caused by colonial legacies,
particularly the economic policies, on the nomadic tribes. This characterization
underscores the deep-seated unease and fear that permeate the lives of individuals
like Mullah Barrerai, suggesting that the economic ramifications of colonial rule
are not confined to the political or social spheres alone but profoundly shape
the psyche of the characters. The undertone of worry and fear reflects not only
personal struggles but also the broader impact of economic policies that disrupted

traditional livelihoods, leading to a collective sense of failure and disorientation.
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By delving into Mullah Barrerai’s struggles, the narrative provides a nuanced
understanding of how colonial economic policies, with their coercive transitions
and societal disruptions, reverberate at an individual level. This engagement with
the character’s internal conflict becomes a window through which readers can
discern the intricate web of colonial legacies, shedding light on the complexity of
economic policies and their enduring consequences on the lives of the nomadic
tribes. The novel serves as a pivotal literary lens, elucidating the enduring colonial
imprints on the region’s nomadic tribes. This research, therefore, underscores the
novel’s significance in spotlighting these historical imprints and their contemporary
ramifications, echoing Jalil Raza’s observation that “Ahmad’s powerful and lyrical
prose captures the essence of a way of life that is fast disappearing.”

Building upon my initial analysis, I contend that the ramifications of
colonialism on the nomadic tribes of Pakistan persist as an evolving phenomenon,
continually influencing these communities’ trajectories. The enduring colonial
legacy manifests itself in their sustained marginalisation and their ongoing quest
for political and social recognition. To illustrate this perpetual marginalisation,
I was particularly struck by a moment in The Wandering Falcon when an elderly
woman mourns her community’s overlooked status, emblematic of this perpetual
marginalisation (Ahmad 97). In line with Bhabha’s postulations, I argue that the
colonial aftermath is not merely a historical artefact but an active determinant in
the lives of postcolonial subjects, a reality palpably felt by the region’s nomadic
tribes.

In essence, TheWandering Falcon is viewed as a seminal work, shedding light
on the enduring colonial shadows cast upon the nomadic tribes of the region.
This underscores the notion that colonialism’s impact is not merely historical but
remains an active force shaping contemporary tribal realities. The connection
between the initial focus on marginalization and the subsequent exploration
of themes such as post-colonial challenges, patriarchal norms, and identity

transformation is clarified, providing a cohesive narrative flow.

Colonial Footprints: A Historical Dive into Baluchistan and Pakistan’s
Tribal Areas

In my study of Baluchistan and the tribal areas of Pakistan, I have come to
understand that these regions, with their rich historical tapestry, bear the indelible
marks of colonialism. As Tariq Ali describes, the British colonial incursion into
the region began in the mid-19th century (45). I have observed that this onset
heralded an era characterised by political subjugation and economic exploitation

that persisted for over a century. The colonial government, driven by a voracious
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appetite for the region’s natural resources, seemed to have policies aimed at
dominating its indigenous populace. Dipesh Chakrabarty’s arguments resonate
with my findings; he suggests that this administration, primarily focused on
economic advancement, often resorted to brute force to extract resources (43).
This led to the displacement of the nomadic tribes, compelling them to abandon
their ancestral nomadic ways. Beyond the economic and political realms, I, in
alignment with Said, have discerned that colonialism also manifested itself as a
process of cultural subjugation (Orientalism 78). This systematic dismantling of
indigenous cultures and identities became palpably evident in the imposition of
an alien legal system and the demarcation of artificial borders, both of which
disrupted the region’s traditional socio-political fabric. Ahmad’s work further
underscores the historical development of the region, highlighting the struggles
of Baluchistan in the postcolonial era, influenced by both the remnants of colonial
rule and the evolving dynamics of nationalism.

During the 19th century, the British Empire extended its dominion
over the Indian subcontinent, encompassing Baluchistan and the tribal areas of
what is now Pakistan. This colonial intrusion brought about shifts in the region’s
political, social, and economic landscapes. As Martin Axmann notes, that the
British colonial state established roads, communication lines, and administrative
structures, thereby either directly or indirectly subjugating the tribal territories
(33). Alongside infrastructural changes, the British introduced a novel legal
system, replacing the tribal communities’ traditional justice mechanisms.
Based on my findings, this British-centric legal framework, tailored to bolster
colonial interests, often side-lined the tribal populace from the judicial process,
consequently depriving them of justice. As depicted in Ahmad’s novel, characters
grapple with these new legalities, mourning the loss of their ancestral lifestyles.
Hamid Hussain’s insights resonate with my findings, noting that the British legacy
profoundly influences Pakistan’s political and social terrains, especially in tribal
zones where indirect rule fortified age-old power hierarchies (145). The tribal
communities’ alienation and subsequent resistance against this colonial authority
underscore the enduring challenges they face in their pursuit of political and social
recognition in contemporary times.

The colonial legacy in Baluchistan and the tribal areas of Pakistan
have deeply influenced the region’s political, social, and cultural structures.
Ahmed and Baloch, in their study, highlight that “the province of Baluchistan,
notwithstanding its vast and resourceful land, has failed to keep pace with socio-

economic development and modernity compared to other provinces in the
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federation of Pakistan” (1035). Cultural historian Faisal Devji emphasises that the
British colonial administration endeavoured to superimpose its cultural norms
and values onto the inhabitants of Baluchistan and the tribal territories, leading to
the obliteration of age-old cultural practices and the subsequent emergence of a
new cultural identity crafted to bolster British dominion (132).

Reflecting on these profound colonial repercussions, I argue that the
disruption of tribal unity and the imposition of new systems have significantly
impacted the socio-economic and political dynamics of these regions. Yet, amidst
these challenges, it is paramount to recognise the tribes’ resilience and agency.
Despite overwhelming adversities, they have innovatively adapted to evolving
realities, preserving their rich cultural legacies. By comprehending the colonial
legacy and its ongoing ramifications, I hope to foster a deeper appreciation of the
challenges and opportunities these communities encounter. This understanding
paves the way for advocating a more just and equitable future for all, ensuring that
the tribes navigate the changing landscape of the region while upholding their
cherished cultural traditions.

Echoes of the Empire: Colonialism’s Mark on The Wandering Falcon’s
NomadicTribes

Within the intricate narrative of The Wandering Falcon, the nomadic tribes grapple
with internal conflicts, navigating the delicate balance between their traditional
way of life and the ever-shifting socio-political landscape shaped by the forces of
colonialism. As characters like Dawa Khan confront the challenges imposed by
colonial rule, a significant struggle for identity and recognition unfolds within
the broader tribal community. The following analysis examines the multifaceted
impacts of British colonialism on these tribes, unravelling the economic, social,
and cultural dimensions of their experiences. Taking cue from Said and Bhabha,
the exploration delves into the enduring legacy of colonialism, connecting it to the
tribes’” contemporary challenges. From gender dynamics exacerbating patriarchal
norms to economic transformations disrupting age-old practices, this analysis sheds
light on the tribes’ resilience amidst the complexities of a rapidly changing world.
The geopolitical landscape, replete with ongoing conflicts and environmental
challenges, further deepens the plight of these communities. Interactions with
the colonial administration, marked by resistance and negotiation, showcase
the tribes” agency in the face of external pressures. As the analysis unfolds, it
culminates in a poignant examination of how colonialism’s intricate dynamics,

including the commodification of existence, affect the tribes’ sense of self-worth

21



Between Past and Present: Unravelling Colonialism’s Enduring Impact in TheWandering Falcon

and agency. Through the stories of individuals like Afzal Khan and Sher Beg, the
socio-economic ramifications of external interventions become vivid, echoing
the broader colonial narrative and its lasting impact on indigenous communities.
The cultural transformation wrought by colonial influences highlights the urgent
necessity for targeted efforts to rectify structural inequalities and promote the
active involvement of these tribes in regional development and governance.
Confronting the enduring legacy of colonialism, this narrative emphasizes
the crucial need to recognize and address historical imprints, fostering a more
inclusive and equitable future for marginalized communities.

In The Wandering Falcon, gender dynamics offer a poignant perspective
through which the tribes’ resistance against colonial forces is revealed. The
novel portrays instances where gender roles and relationships become arenas
for contestation and negotiation amidst the broader struggles. For instance, the
experiences of specific female characters may illuminate how the imposition of
colonial values affects traditional gender norms. By investigating these portrayals,
the analysis aims to substantiate the argument that gender dynamics indeed serve
as a crucial lens for understanding the tribes’ resistance to colonial influences,
providing a more textured exploration of their struggles. The narrative intricately
examines the impact of colonialism on the daily lives of tribal women, revealing
how the colonial influence significantly exacerbates existing patriarchal norms
within tribal societies. This phenomenon places women at a crucial crossroads,
where traditional roles clash with the expectations set by the new colonial order.
Sherakai, though not central to the narrative, emerges as a poignant symbol
reflecting the broader challenges faced by tribal women. As the text conveys, she
had been sold “for a pound of opium and a hundred rupees,” thus illustrating the
intricate interplay of tribal customs and colonial impositions (Ahmad 35).

This portrayal of colonial impact extends beyond individual stories. As
described in the text, “The woman’s clothes, originally black, as were those of
the man, were grey with dust and sand, lines of caked mud standing out sharply
where sweat had soaked into the folds. Even the small mirrors lovingly stitched
as decorations into the woman’s dress and the man’s cap seemed faded and
lackluster” (Ahmad 6). This visual representation underscores the harsh realities
of their existence, where the wear and tear of life in the harsh terrain mirrors the
broader erosion of traditional practices under colonial influence. Together, these
instances cohesively illustrate the multifaceted challenges experienced by tribal
women as a result of colonialism. Moreover, the narrative introduces an insightful

perspective on resilience and survival within the tribal context. The extract,
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“One lives and survives only if one has the ability to swallow and digest bitter
and unpalatable things. We, you and I, and our people shall live because there are
only a few among us who do not love raw onions” (Ahmad 18), underscores the
resilience ingrained in the fabric of tribal life. This resilience, while reflecting
broader themes of survival, can be seen as particularly relevant to the challenges
faced by tribal women. The societal transformations brought about by colonialism
are symbolized by the bitter and unpalatable elements within these communities.
Women, as integral members of these societies, navigate these challenges with a
determination to endure.

The juxtaposition of tribal and colonial values intricately weaves a
complex tapestry of gender relations within the novel. Women, navigating the
delicate balance between tradition and change, become central figures in the
evolving societal landscape. This nuanced representation not only underscores the
multifaceted challenges faced by tribal women but also illuminates their resilience
and agency in the face of overwhelming odds. Their stories, though often secondary,
serve as powerful conduits for understanding the broader societal shifts catalysed
by colonial forces, emphasizing the need for a comprehensive examination of
gender dynamics within the colonial context.

This exploration of gender dynamics extends beyond individual
narratives, revealing broader implications for tribal communities. The clash
between traditional roles and the expectations imposed by colonial forces, such as
the restructuring of economic systems, imposition of foreign legal frameworks,
and demands for labour and resources, creates societal tension resonating through
multiple generations. These transformations impact familial and communal
structures, highlighting the complex interplay between tradition and external
pressures. The Wandering Falcon, through its nuanced portrayal, underscores the
complexity of gender relations within a colonial framework, where women find
themselves as bearers of tradition and agents of change navigating the intersection
of tradition and colonial imposition. Moreover, the subtle yet profound ways
in which women in the narrative negotiate their roles reflect a broader societal
struggle for identity and significance within the colonial context. The imposition
of colonial values and expectations, often at odds with traditional norms, forces
women into a delicate dance between preserving their cultural heritage and
adapting to the changing socio-political landscape

Examining the colonial impact on nomadic tribes involves delving into
various dimensions, beginning with the economic challenges that reshaped their

traditional way of life. In my analysis of the novel, I discovered a comprehensive
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exploration of the economic hurdles faced by these tribes due to British colonial
interventions. Once reliant on traditional sustenance methods, the tribes
grappled with displacement and the erosion of age-old economic practices. The
introduction of colonial infrastructures, such as roads, and a new governmental
system brought sweeping changes to the economic landscape, challenging tribal
discipline and nomadic life. One elder laments, “This way of life had endured for
centuries, but it would not last forever. It constituted defiance to certain concepts,
which the world was beginning to associate with civilization itself” (Ahmad 33).
Despite appearing progressive, these changes often marginalized tribes, pushing
them into unfamiliar terrains of trade and commerce, emphasizing the significant
transformation of their economic realities in colonial and postcolonial eras.

Transitioning from economic shifts, it is crucial to explore the socio-
cultural implications faced by the tribes. In The Wandering Falcon, I observed the
cultural dissonance experienced by the tribes due to colonial infrastructures that
facilitated trade and communication but also disseminated foreign cultural norms.
This clash with deeply rooted traditions is evident in the challenge posed by the
colonial emphasis on formal education and the English language to the tribes’ oral
traditions and indigenous knowledge systems. Ahmad’s narrative subtly depicts
a generational divide, highlighting the cultural dilemmas faced by the younger
generation torn between modernity and ancestral heritage in the wake of
colonial interventions.

Expanding on the challenges that Ahmad as well as Manzoor Ahmed
and Akhtar Baloch have presented in their respective works, I contend that the
struggles of nomadic tribes are further intensified by the evolving geopolitical
landscape of the region. Ongoing conflicts and geopolitical tensions not only
place these communities in precarious positions but also serve as reminders
of deep-rooted colonial legacies shaping their realities. Palpable ramifications
of colonialism manifest themselves in socio-economic conditions, leading to
persistent poverty and glaring inequalities. Sociologist Hamza Alavi’s observation
that “the structural transformation of the economy in these regions has been highly
uneven and has produced a highly unequal distribution of wealth and income”
(78) underscores the economic disparities confronting these tribes. Economic
disenfranchisement is exacerbated by limited access to essential resources and
services, including healthcare, education, and infrastructure. Intrinsic dependence
on natural resources, a cornerstone of their traditional livelihoods, makes them
particularly vulnerable to environmental degradation and resource depletion.

Political scientist Vali Nasr’s insight that “the absence of effective governance and
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development policies has left the tribes increasingly vulnerable to the effects of
environmental degradation, resource depletion, and conflict” (81) aligns with my
understanding of the tribes’ dire predicament in the face of both environmental
and political challenges.

Furthermore, the tribes’ interactions with the colonial administration
were not merely transactional but were imbued with layers of power dynamics
and negotiations. As I reflected on the tribes’ encounters with colonial officials,
traders, and missionaries in The Wandering Falcon, I discerned a recurring theme of
resistance and adaptation. While some tribal leaders chose to collaborate with the
colonial administration, seeking benefits and privileges,others staunchly resisted,
upholding their tribal autonomy and dignity. These nuanced interactions, often
fraught with tensions, reveal the tribes’ strategic engagements with colonialism.
They were not passive recipients of colonial impositions but active agents,
negotiating their place in a rapidly changing world. Ahmad’s portrayal of these
interactions offers a rich tapestry of emotions, from defiance and resentment to
compromise and collaboration. These varied responses to colonialism, as depicted
in the novel, provide a multifaceted understanding of the tribes” agency and
resilience in the face of overwhelming odds.

In The Wandering Falcon, I have found that Ahmad masterfully unravels the
intricate dynamics of colonial exploitation and its impact on the nomadic tribes.
The narrative of Afzal Khan, who embarks on a poignant journey with two women,
serves as a microcosm of the broader colonial experience. Within this narrative,
a particularly evocative passage stands out: “She claims that she fell in love with
me and wished me to carry her off, but I think she prefers humiliation from total
strangers than by those she knows” (Ahmad 116). This statement underscores
the internalized shame and powerlessness felt by the tribes, a direct consequence
of colonial subjugation. In the chapter “Sale Completed,” I have observed how
Ahmad delves deeper, illustrating how the tribes, once proud and self-sufficient,
are ensnared in a colonial system that commodifies their very existence. Their
traditions, values, and relationships become transactional, reflecting the
imposed colonial market dynamics. This commodification extends beyond the
economic realm, manifesting emotionally and psychologically, as evidenced by
the characters’ internal struggles and choices. Through this intricate tapestry of
stories and reflections, one comes to appreciate Ahmad’s profound critique of
colonialism, highlighting not just the overt injustices but also the subtler, insidious
ways it permeates the psyche of the colonized, leaving lasting scars on indigenous

communities.
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Building on this theme of commodification and its psychological
implications, TheWandering Falcon further illuminates the ways in which colonialism
disrupts the tribes’ sense of self-worth and agency. The colonial gaze, often
patronising and reductive, sought to categorise and label the tribes, reducing their
richhistoriesand cultures to mere exotic curiosities. This external perception, over
time, began to influence the tribes’ self-perception. Younger members, exposed
to colonial education and propaganda, grappled with feelings of inferiority and
self-doubt. Ahmad’s portrayal of characters like Sher Beg and Afzal Khan offers
glimpses into this internal turmoil. They oscillate between a yearning for colonial
validation and a deep-seated resentment towards their colonisers. This duality, a
direct outcome of colonial hegemony, is poignantly depicted in the novel’s various
narratives. The tribes’ efforts to reclaim their narratives, to assert their identities
in the face of colonial erasure, form a significant undercurrent in Ahmad’s work.
Through these nuanced character portrayals, I have discerned the psychological
toll of colonialism, where the battle was not just for land or resources but for the
very soul and identity of the colonised.

In The Wandering Falcon, the narratives of Afzal Khan and Sher Beg
poignantly capture the socio-economic ramifications of external interventions,
rooted in the legacies of colonialism. Sher Beg’s life, once thriving amidst the
grandeur of Tirich Mir, undergoes a tragic metamorphosis following the
mountain’s conquest by foreign climbers. Inmy reading, Ahmad’s portrayal of Sher
Beg’s decline, as encapsulated in the words, “One year the summit of Tirich Mir
was finally conquered... It was not Tirich Mir that had been defeated. It had been
his defeat” (94), resonates with the broader discourse on the disruptive nature of
colonial interventions. Such interventions, as Sarah Maddison argues, perpetuate
a form of symbolic political violence against indigenous people (290). The gravity
of Sher Beg’s economic plight is further underscored when he is compelled to
sell Sherakai, his daughter, “for a pound of opium and a hundred rupees” (Ahmad
95). This act, emblematic of sheer economic desperation, amplifies the narrative
of exploitation and loss, drawing parallels with the broader themes of colonial
subjugation. As Emily Skelly and colleagues note that colonialism may have
interrupted established relationships between the environment and traditional
lifeways, leading to detrimental health and socio-economic consequences for
indigenous communities (426). Both tales, of Afzal Khan and Sher Beg, serve
as poignant reminders of the enduring scars left by external forces, echoing the
broader colonial narrative and its lasting impact on indigenous communities.

Within the overarching themes of colonialism’s multifaceted impacts,
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The Wandering Falcon delves into the tribes’ intricate relationship with their
environment. The nomadic tribes, deeply connected to the land, experienced a
disruption in their symbioticrelationship with nature due to colonial interventions.
As I delved into the narrative, I was struck by the tribes’ deep reverence for their
surroundings, perceiving the land not merely as a resource but as an integral part
of their identity and spirituality. However, the colonial administration, with its
utilitarian approach, regarded the land primarily as a means to economic ends,
resulting in the exploitation of natural resources and the displacement of tribes
from their ancestral territories. Ahmad’s narrative poignantly captures this
dislocation, both physical and emotional, as the tribes, once stewards of their
environment, found themselves alienated with their traditional knowledge
systems sidelined in favour of colonial economic agendas. This environmental
degradation, coupled with socio-economic and cultural upheavals, compounded
the tribes’ sense of loss. The once harmonious relationship between the tribes and
their environment became fraught with tensions as they struggled with the dual
challenges of preserving their ecological heritage and adapting to the changing
realities imposed by colonialism. Ahmad’s evocative storytelling provides a
deeper appreciation for the intricate interplay between colonialism, indigenous
identities, and environmental stewardship, underscoring the need for a holistic
understanding of the tribes’ experiences in the colonial and postcolonial eras.
Ahmad’s evocative storytelling provides a deeper appreciation for the
intricate interplay between colonialism, indigenous identities, and environmental
stewardship, underscoring the need for a holistic understanding of the tribes’
experiences in the colonial and postcolonial eras. As we delve into the cultural
fabric of these tribes, it becomes evident that significant alterations have occurred
due to colonial influences. The imposition of foreign legal and administrative
systems, coupled with the pervasive influence of modern media and popular
culture, has led to a discernible erosion of their traditional social structures,
values, and practices. This cultural upheaval, as cultural theorist Stuart Hall
articulates, results in a deep “sense of dislocation and alienation” (228), with
the tribes grappling to reconcile their ancestral ways with the imperatives of
modernity. The enduring impact of colonialism on the tribes of Baluchistan and
the tribal areas of Pakistan is not merely a historical footnote but a living reality
that continues to shape their political, social, and economic experiences. The
ongoing quest for recognition, representation, and basic rights in the political and
social spheres by these tribes is a testament to the lasting legacy of colonialism

in the region. This novel underscores the pressing need for targeted efforts to
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redress the structural inequalities they face, ensuring their active participation in
the region’s development and governance. Only by acknowledging and addressing
these colonial legacies can we hope to forge a path towards a more inclusive and
equitable future for these marginalized communities.

Building on the themes of marginalisation and exclusion, my engagement
with Spivak has deepened my understanding of the nuanced ways in which colonial
narratives have perpetuated these dynamics. Spivak posits that the colonized are
invariably portrayed asinferior, necessitating guidance from the colonizer (80).This
portrayal engenders a binary, distinguishing the “civilized” from the “uncivilized,”
with the latter invariably marginalized (Said 216). This dichotomy continues to
influence perceptions of the nomadic tribes in the region, often casting their
traditional lifestyles as impediments to progress and modern development. The
nomadic tribes, with their reliance on pastoralism and subsistence agriculture,
find themselves especially vulnerable, susceptible to the whims of global
commodity prices and the vagaries of climate change. Likewise, other colonial
legacies, such as the demarcation of artificial borders, have fragmented tribal
communities, disrupting age-old trade routes and further destabilizing their
economic foundations. The deep influence of colonialism on the tribes remains
palpable today, a sentiment eloquently captured in The Wandering Falcon. The novel
underscores the tribes’ enduring struggles for recognition and representation,
emphasizing the contemporary relevance of these colonial legacies. As I reflect
on these narratives, it becomes imperative for policymakers and society to
acknowledge the deep-seated impacts of colonialism and, in response, formulate
and implement policies that actively address the historical injustices and ongoing
challenges faced by the tribal communities. These policies should prioritize the
restoration of cultural autonomy, economic empowerment, and the recognition
of indigenous rights. Additionally, efforts should be directed towards fostering
inclusive education that celebrates and preserves the rich cultural heritage of
these tribes. Furthermore, a commitment to sustainable development initiatives,
informed by the tribes’ perspectives and needs, can contribute to creating a more
equitable and harmonious future for these marginalized communities. Only by
doing so can we hope to forge a path towards a more inclusive, equitable, and just
society for these historically marginalized communities.

To conclude, my study delves into the multifaceted repercussions of
colonialism on the nomadic tribes, as portrayed in Ahmad’s The Wandering Falcon.
Through my analysis, the enduring legacies of British colonialism emerge,

encompassing the division of tribal people, the imposition of foreign legal
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systems, and the demarcation of artificial borders. My research underscores the
persistent resonance of colonialism in the contemporary experiences of these
tribes, manifesting in their ongoing quest for political and social recognition. The
implications of this study are vast, shedding light on the contemporary challenges
confronting the tribes. Their marginalisation, coupled with the erosion of their
traditional lifestyles, has precipitated economic hardships and societal tensions. In
the light of this discussion, it becomes imperative for policymakers and scholars
to contextualise these challenges within the broader tapestry of colonial legacies.
Future research avenues exploring the ramifications of colonialism on other
marginalised groups could offer a more holistic understanding. Equally crucial
could be research aimed at devising strategies to empower the nomadic tribes,
ensuring their concerns are addressed with empathy and efficacy. Ultimately,
my study augments our comprehension of colonialism’s deep impacts on the
nomadic tribes of Baluchistan and the tribal areas of Pakistan, underscoring the

urgency for sustained scholarly engagement with this pivotal issue.

29



Between Past and Present: Unravelling Colonialism’s Enduring Impact in The Wandering Falcon

Works Cited

Ahmad, Jamil. TheWandering Falcon. Penguin Books, 2011.

Ahmed, Manzoor, and Akhtar Baloch. “The Political Economy of Development:
A Critical Assessment of Balochistan, Pakistan.” International Journal of
Academic Research in Business and Social Sciences, vol. 7, no. 6, 10 Aug. 2017,
pp- 1026-1045.

Alavi, Hamza. “The State in Post-Colonial Societies: Pakistan and Bangladesh.”
New Left Review, vol. 74,1972, pp. 59-81.

Ali, Tariq. “The Punjab and Baluchistan Under the Raj.” Can Pakistan Survive?

The Death of a State. Verso, 1983, pp. 45-60.

Axmann, Martin. “Colonial Roots of Tribal Insurgencies: The Second Baluch
Insurgency in British India.” Pakistan Journal of History and Culture, vol. 32,
no. 1,2011, pp. 33-54.

Bhabha, Homi K. The Location of Culture. Routledge, 1994.

Chakrabarty, Dipesh. Provincializing Europe: Postcolonial Thought and Historical
Difference.Princeton University Press, 2000.

Devji, Faisal. Muslim Zion: Pakistan as a Political Idea. Harvard University Press,
2013.

Dirlik, Arif. “Modernity as History: Post-revolutionary China, Globalization, and
the Question of Modernity.” Social History, vol. 27, no. 1, 2002, pp. 16-39.

Hall, Stuart. “Cultural Identity and Diaspora.” Identity: Community, Culture, Difference,
edited by Jonathan Rutherford, Lawrence and Wishart, 1996, pp. 222-237.

Hussain, Hamid. “The Tribal Areas of Pakistan: Historical Context and
Contemporary Issues.” Strategic Studies, vol. 26, no. 1-2, 2006, pp. 145-160.

Raza, Jalil. “Ahmad’s Lonely Nomad.” Dawn, 11 Jan. 2012.

Lange, Matthew, and Andrew Dawson. “Dividing and Ruling the World? A
Statistical Test of the Effects of Colonialism on Postcolonial Civil Violence.”

Social Forces, vol. 88, no. 2, December 2009, pp. 785-817.

---.“The Impact of Colonial Legacy on Civil War.” Journal of Peace Research, vol. 50,
no. 6, 2013, pp. 783-796.

Maddison, Sarah. “Indigenous Identity, ‘Authenticity, and the Structural Violence of

Settler Colonialism.” Identities: Global Studies in Culture and Power, vol. 20,

no. 3, 2013, pp. 288-303.

Nasr, Vali. The Dispensable Nation: American Foreign Policy in Retreat. Anchor, 2014

Said, Edward. Orientalism. Vintage Books, 1979.

Skelly, Emily, et al. “Consequences of Colonialism: A Microbial Perspective to
Contemporary Indigenous Health.” American Journal of Physical Anthropology,

vol. 167,no0. 2, 2018, pp. 423-437.

30



Toqeer Ahmed

Spivak, Gayatri Chakravorty. “Can the Subaltern Speak?” Colonial Discourse and
Post-Colonial Theory: A Reader, edited by Patrick Williams and Laura
Chrisman, Harvester Wheatsheaf, 1993, pp. 66-111.

Trabert, Sarah. “Considering the Indirect Effects of Colonialism: Example from a
Great Plains Middle Ground.” Journal of Anthropological Archaeology,
vol. 48,2017, pp. 17-27.

31



