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Making a Constitution: An Islamic Perspective

Abdul Quddus Suhaib®

Hira Manzoor®

ABSTRACT

Many Muslims consider Islam not just a system of
certain dogmas and rituals rather a complete code of
life that leads them to success in this world and the
hereafter. Since the success of an individual and
society signifcanly relates to the role of state,
scholars have identified many socio-economic
principles that Islam provides for running state
affairs. Considering the needs of the contemporary
times, the paper contends that these principles
should be seen as the basis for the reconstruction of
modern Islamic state. It identifies guiding principles
of making a constitution in an Islamic state. It also

explores the tradition of making constitutions in
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Islamic history by examining some constitutions of

premodern and modern Muslim states.
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32- Dawood I. Ahmed & Tom Ginsburg, “Constitutional Islamization and Human

Rights: The Surprising Origin and Spread of Islamic Supermacy in
Constitutions”, Virginia Journal of International Law, 54: 3 (2014), 615-693.

33—~ Janet Afary, The Iranian Constitutional Revolution, 1906-1911: Grassroots

Democracy, Social Democracy, & the Origins of Feminism (New York: Columbia
University Press, 1996).
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