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Na-t Poetry

Zahid Humayun®

ABSTRACT

In 1935, with the beginning of the progressive literary

movement, religion, ethics, and spirituality were
criticized. Therefore, the need for an Islamic literary
movement was felt. The poets who were associated with
this movement promoted Islamic values, ethics, and
spirituality in na‘t poetry. They improved na‘t poetry
thematically and stylistically. They expressed the social
values of their age in the light of the teachings of Prophet
Muhammad (peace be on him). Later on, however, it lost
its effects with time. But the glimpses of this movement

are still alive in Urdu 7a‘t poetry. This article explores
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the impact of the Islamic literary movement on na't
poetry in the realm of the Urdu language.
Keywords

Urdu, na ‘t poetry, literature, movement, impact.
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Summary of the Article

Islamic literary movement is very important. In its
ideology, one finds references to tawhid, risalat, and other
Islamic values. We find the motives of the Islamic literary
movement from the very beginning in literature. With
the movement of Pakistan, the religious element got
stronger and the terms like Pakistani literature and
Islamic literature started to be used. The progressive
literary movement was also a motive of the Islamic

literary movement.

In response to the progressive literary movement, a need
for an Islamic literary movement was felt because the
progressive poets criticized religious ethics and spiritual
values in their poetry. That is why the poets who were
associated with the Islamic literary movement promoted
Islamic values. The progressive movement adopted

political methodology in literature and promoted
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literature in a specific paradigm with the motto

“literature for the sake of life.”

Later on, they lost their teachings with time and were
labelled as narrow-minded. There was a recurrence of
communism in exclamations. Progressive authors spread
this trend. Pakistan is an Islamic country. Islamic literary
movement is a Pakistani literary movement because
literature gets life from the local and regional

atmosphere.

There are so many poets, who are associated with the
Islamic literary movement. Na‘im Siddiqi, Mahir al-
Qadiri, Farogh Ahmad Asi, Asi Karnali, Israr Ahmad
Soharvi, Ghafil Karnali, Ja‘far Baloch, Tahsin Faraqi,
Hafiz al-Rahman, ‘Abd al-Karim Thamar, Igbal 'Azim,

Hasrat, Johar and many others.

The poets, who were associated with the Islamic literary
movement, promoted Islamic values, ethics, and
spirituality in na‘t poetry. They enhanced na% poetry
thematically and professionally. They expressed the social
values of their age in the light of the teachings of Prophet

Muhammad (S.A.W.)
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Progressive poets introduced the run-line poem and blank
verse. But the representative poets of the Islamic
movement promoted the same in 7na% poetry. Na‘m
Siddiqi is one of them, who extended a form of na%

poetry from lyric form to new forms of the poem.

The poets, who were associated with the Islamic
movement, started a new era in 7na% poetry in
antirevolutionary poems. They expressed social values,
amenities of the Islamic nation, and behaviours of
commonality in the theme of na% poetry. After the
creation of Pakistan, Hindo-Muslim aberrances created
social cragginess. This movement highlighted patriotism,

altruism, fair dealing, safety, and humanism in 7na%

poetry.

Hafiz Jalandhari roused patriotism in his famous
“Shabnam-i Islam.” Bahzad Lakhnavi extended love to his
beloved homeland “Madinah.” Adib Ra@’aypurl earned
popularity with Dhikri Mustafa. Asad Multani lent
humbleness to the accent of 7at poetry. Sayyid Igbal
‘Azim introduced melodious verses in 7a% poetry. Ehsan

Danish enriched 74t poetry from contemporary affluxes.

Habib Jalib, Hanif Asadi, Khatak Ghaznavi, Qatil Shafa’i,
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and Mubhsin Thsan presented nat verses like privileges of

Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W.).

This trend proved not only the humanity of the Prophet
(S.A.W.) but also became a source of Muslim identity.
That is why the poets of the Islamic literary movement
emboldened the teachings of the Prophet (S.A.W.) in nat
poetry. In this modern trend, the nat was considered a

parallel literature of poems.

We cannot deny the influence of Islamic values on our
religion, culture, and language. Islamic literary movement

gave Urdu literature direction and momentum.

The poets who were associated with the Islamic literary
movement promoted literature that is related to life,
interprets life, and works for life. It is engaged in building
society and life. That is why strong glimpses of this
movement are still alive in Urdu na%t poetry. Na‘t
presented humanity, humility, accuracy, equity, peace,

truth, and love which are the values for all.
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