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ABSTRACT

It can safely be said that the colonial period ushered a
new era of sivab-writing in the Indian subcontinent.
A number of biographies of the Prophet (PBUH)
were written in response to the works of Orientalists
on sirah. In this wake, many Urdu biographers
employed traditional and innovative methodologies

in their biographies of the Prophet (PBUH). One
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such innovation was the usage of sacred scriptures of
other religions in their biographies. This article
studies the prophecies about the Prophet (PBUH) in
Judeo-Christian scriptures and the ways in which

Urdu biographers of the Prophet (PBUH) utilized

them in their works.
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Summary of the Article

The colonial period ushered in a new era of sirah-
writing in the Indian subcontinent. Many
biographies of the Prophet (PBUH) were written in
response to the works of Orientalists on sz7ah. In this
wake, many Urdu biographers employed traditional
and innovative methodologies in their biographies of
the Prophet (PBUH). One such innovation was the
usage of sacred scriptures of other religions in their
biographies. This article studies the prophecies about

the Prophet (PBUH) in Judeo-Christian scriptures
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and how Urdu biographers of the Prophet (PBUH)

utilized them in their works.

The first important work written on sizab in Urdu
which utilized the Bible as a source was Sir Syed
Ahmad Khan’s Al-Khutbat al-Abmadiyyab fi °l- ‘Arab
wa “[-Strat al-Mubammadiyyah. He wrote the book in
response to William Muir’s highly controversial
book The Life of Mahomet as he was deeply worried
by Muir’s portrayal of the Prophet (PBUH) in his
book. Sir Syed extensively quoted from the Bible in

his arguments against the contents of Muir’s book.

Sir Syed’s book became a trendsetter for introducing
new methodologies in sizab-writing and many Urdu
biographers followed him by utilizing Judeo-
Christian scriptures in their biographies. Apart from
Sir Syed’s book, the Urdu biographies that have been
discussed in this study are ‘Abd al-Sattar Ghauri’s
Mubammad Rasul Allah ke Bare main Bible ki Chand
Paishin  Gu’tyan, Shibli Nu‘mani’s Sirat al-Nabi,
Sayyid Manazir Ahsan Gilant’s Al-Nabiyy al-Khatim,
Muhammad Idris Kandhalvi’s Sirat al-Mustafa, Sayyid
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Abu al-A‘la Maududi’s Sivat-i Sarvari ‘Alam, Talib
Husayn Kirpalvi’s Sirat al-Nabi Zabur aur Tawrait ki
Raushni main, Qazi Habib al-Rahman Mansurpuri’s
Sirat-i Anhazarat Bible ki Raushni main, Qaz
Sulaiman Manstrpuri’s Rabmat li ’I-‘Alamin, Khalid
Mas‘ad’s Hayat-i Rasal-i Ummi, Ghulam Ahmad
Parvaiz’s Mi‘raj-i Insaniyat, Muhammad Ibrahim Mir
Siyalkoti’s ~ Sirat  al-Mustafa, Muhammad Sadiq
Siyalkot’s Jamal-i Mustafa, Muhammad Thsan al-
Haqq Sulaimani’s Rasu#l-i Mubin, Hakim ‘Imran
Thaqib’s Bible aur Mubammad Rasul Allah, and ‘Abd
al-Ra’uf Zafar’s Uswah-i Kamil.

Since the focus of this study is the utilization of the
prophecies regarding the coming of a prophet in
Judeo-Christian scriptures by the Urdu biographers
of the Prophet (PBUH), it also discusses the
principles which these biographers employed in
utilizing these prophecies in their studies. Needless
to say, these biographers only used those prophecies

in their biographies that suited their narratives.
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Lover, Friend, beloved, esp, an uncle, father, brother
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His cheeks are as a bed of Spices, as sweet flowers, his lips like
lilies, dropping sweet smelling myrrh
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