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Developing Modern Methods for Teaching the
Sirah of the Prophet (peace be on him) in
Diverse Educational Contexts: An Introductory
Study

Farhadullah®
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ABSTRACT: This study examines the pedagogical imperative of teaching Sirat
al-Nabi (peace be on him) through contemporary educational methodologies,
arguing that an effective transmission of prophetic guidance requires
harmonizing classical Islamic pedagogy with modern learning sciences. Drawing
upon Qur’anic foundations of human learning and Prophetic practice, the article
contextualizes the centrality of the Prophet’s (peace be on him) life as the
interpretive key to Islamic belief, law, ethics, and social conduct. It surveys
traditional instructional models and contrasts them with current approaches —
project-based learning, problem-based learning, discussion-based pedagogy,
digital and technology-enhanced learning, game-based learning, story-telling,
virtual reality, and artificial intelligence. The research demonstrates that these
methods, when employed within the ethical limits of Islamic tradition, can
enhance learners” engagement and comprehension of the Prophet’s (peace be on
him) multifaceted exemplary life. Special attention is given to curriculum reform,
integration of sirah across educational tiers, and the pedagogical potential of
digital platforms and community-based initiatives such as al-Burhan Sirah
Circles. The article concludes that updating sirah education to meet
contemporary cognitive and technological realities is essential for cultivating
morally grounded individuals capable of addressing modern challenges,
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provided that reverence for prophetic dignity and the ethical constraints of
Islamic law remain paramount.

Keywords: Sirah, education, training, methodology, contemporary cognitive

Summary of the article:

The article then offers a theological and philosophical justification for the
centrality of sirah in Islamic education. Because the Prophet Muhammad (peace
be on him) is the final messenger and the practical embodiment of the Qur’an,
understanding his life is essential for comprehending Islamic beliefs, ethics,
jurisprudence, and social norms. Numerous Qur’anic verses and Prophetic
traditions demonstrate that obedience to him is synonymous with obedience to
God, and that his life serves as the most authoritative model for anyone seeking
divine pleasure and moral excellence. The article further highlights that love for
the Prophet (peace be on him) is not merely devotional but spiritually
transformative, shaping a person’s character, moral aspirations, and ultimate
destiny.

After establishing this foundation, the article surveys various teaching
methodologies — traditional, modern, technological, and interactive. Traditional
methods emphasize memorization and teacher-centered instruction, which,
while historically useful, no longer suffice in an age of abundant information and
shifting cognitive preferences. Modern methods —such as project-based learning,
problem-based learning, and discussion-led inquiry —engage students actively,
encouraging critical thinking, collaboration, and independent exploration.
Technology-based learning, including online lectures, digital resources,
projection tools, and multimedia presentations, is shown to enhance
comprehension through visualization and interactive learning.

Building on this, the article outlines specific strategies for modernizing sirah
education. These include:

o Digital learning, using online lectures, videos, slides, and interactive
illustrations that mirror the Prophet’s (peace be on him) own use of
visual and practical examples.

¢ Game-based learning, employing quizzes, tasks, challenges, and
educational applications to enhance engagement, modeled on Prophetic
methods that used questioning and analogies to stimulate thought.

e Project-based learning, enabling students to investigate sirah topics
through collaborative projects, seminars, and applied research, reflecting
the Prophet's (peace be on him) encouragement of practical
participation, responsibility, and leadership.

e Storytelling through modern media, such as animated videos,
documentaries, and digital visualizations of historical events, battles,
and geographical settings, making sirah accessible and relatable.

e Artificial intelligence and virtual reality, offering immersive learning
experiences, virtual tours of sacred and historical sites, and personalized
content delivery.

The article also emphasizes the ethical boundaries required by Islamic teachings:
although modern digital tools are valuable, depictions of Prophets and their
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companions must avoid representational imagery that disrespects their sanctity.
Instead, symbolic representations, maps, and non-figurative animations should
be used.

A significant portion of the article examines existing initiatives in Pakistan,
especially the al-Burhan Sirah Circles, a nationwide program that has successfully
implemented project-based and discussion-oriented sirah learning in dozens of
cities. These circles, guided by scholars and trained facilitators, have reached tens
of thousands of participants and demonstrate the effectiveness of structured,
community-based sirah education. The article also reviews mobile applications
such as Islam360 and IslamOne, which provide structured, accessible sirah
learning using digital storytelling and organized content modules.

In its findings, the article asserts that contemporary Muslim societies urgently
need to modernize sirah education to address current intellectual, moral, and
social challenges. Since the Prophet’s (peace be on him) life encompasses
guidance on all aspects of personal, social, political, and ethical conduct—and is
divinely guided —its study is indispensable. Technology, when used responsibly,
can make this guidance more accessible and relevant.

The article concludes with key recommendations: integrating sirah meaningfully
into national curricula at all educational levels; encouraging both religious and
secular institutions to adopt modern teaching methods; and urging state
authorities, under constitutional obligations, to support and promote Islamic
education, particularly sirah. Enhanced, modernized sirah education is presented
as essential for cultivating morally upright, knowledgeable, and socially
responsible citizens capable of contributing positively to contemporary society.
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13- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VNIQFfKCLkU.
14-  https://theislam360.com/features.
15-  https:/ /islamoneapp.github.io/ #:~:text=Seerat.
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