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ABSTRACT: This article examines the contemporary need to present the
Prophetic biography (Sirat al-Nabi peace be on him) through modern auditory
and visual media, arguing that traditional textual approaches—though rich and
indispensable—are no longer sufficient to address the communicative
preferences of present-day audiences. The author highlights the declining
reading culture, the strong cognitive impact of multimodal learning, and the
pressing necessity of conveying the ethical, spiritual, and civilizational
dimensions of the Prophet’s (peace be on him) life to Muslims and non-Muslims
alike through formats that are both accessible and engaging. The study proposes
a comprehensive, technologically integrated project termed “Sirat Ghar”
(Prophetic Biography Museum), envisioned as an institution that combines
physical models, curated image galleries, historical maps, replicas of objects from
the Prophetic era, and interactive displays on the evolution of sirah literature.
Central to this proposal is the deployment of virtual reality, augmented reality,
and holographic technologies that would enable visitors to experience key
spaces, events, and social environments of early Islam without compromising
Islamic ethical boundaries concerning representation. The article underscores the
museum’s potential to serve diverse audiences —including children, the illiterate,
women, differently abled individuals, and especially non-Muslims —by offering
a credible and immersive platform rooted in scholarly authenticity. Ultimately,
the paper calls for collaborative efforts among sirah scholars, technologists, and
relevant institutions to develop a fully realized, ethically guided model through
which the Prophetic legacy can be communicated in a pedagogically sound,
impactful, and culturally responsible manner.
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Summary of the Article:

This article addresses the contemporary imperative of presenting the Prophetic
biography (Sirat al-Nabi peace be on him) through advanced auditory, visual,
and digital technologies. It begins by noting that the discipline of sirah is not
merely an academic subject; for Muslims it carries the weight of moral
responsibility and religious duty. Throughout history, scholars have adopted
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multiple methods to convey the life of the Prophet (peace be on him) in ways
appropriate to their time. In today’s digital era—marked by rapid technological
transformation and changing patterns of learning—the author argues that
traditional written literature, though foundational, no longer suffices to reach
diverse audiences effectively.

Rationale for Modern Presentation

The article identifies several compelling reasons for adopting multimodal (audio-
visual) methods:

1.

Universal Model of the Prophet (peace be on him):

The Qur’an presents the Prophet (peace be on him) as the perfect role
model for all humanity. Communicating this universal message to both
Muslims and non-Muslims requires clear, accessible, credible, and
impactful mediums.

Declining Reading Culture:

Particularly in Pakistan and other Muslim societies, reading habits are
diminishing. Although extensive sirah literature exists, many people do
not engage with it. Therefore, presenting the sirah through widely used
digital formats becomes essential.

Greater Cognitive Impact of Visual Learning:

Visual and auditory experiences influence the human mind more deeply
than reading alone. People retain information longer when they see and
hear it. Thus, using multi-sensory tools enhances understanding and
emotional engagement.

Accessibility for Children and the Illiterate:

Audio-visual media makes the sirah accessible to young children and
individuals with low literacy levels who might otherwise remain
disconnected from these teachings.

Effective Outreach to Non-Muslims:

Instead of giving books, it is more effective to expose non-Muslims or
skeptical individuals to interactive environments that narrate the essence
of the Prophet’s life. Research confirms that audio-visual communication
strengthens message delivery and emotional influence.

Proposed Vision: The ‘Sirat Ghar’ (Prophetic Biography Museum)
Building on the stated objectives, the author proposes an integrated and
innovative concept —a “Sirat Ghar.” This museum-like institution would
combine historical authenticity with modern technological tools to create
a rich, immersive learning experience. It would serve as a comprehensive
center for understanding the Prophet’s era through multiple dimensions.
The main components envisioned include:

1. Physical Models (3D Replicas)

Models of key events from the Prophet’s life: journeys, battles, migration
routes, tribal settlements.

3D recreations of Makkah and Madinah during the Prophetic era,
showing houses, streets, markets, and mosques.
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Geographical layouts showing the real routes and locations of historical
events.

2. Image Galleries

Curated collections of authentic historical photographs connected to
Islamic heritage.

Visual documentation of early Islamic architecture, tools, artifacts, and
archaeological findings.

Images arranged to reveal the cultural, social, and civilizational
atmosphere of the 7th-century Arabian Peninsula.

3. Maps

Historically verified maps illustrating the geography of the Hijaz, travel
routes of the Prophet %, and locations of battles and expeditions.
Modern 3D mapping technologies to bring these historical routes to life.
4. Replicas of Artifacts

Accurate reproductions of items used during the Prophet’s (peace be on
him) time—such as swords, shields, scales, and measurement tools like
sa’.
This section provides tangible connections to daily life in the Prophetic
era.
5. Profiles of Key Figures
Organized displays of the Prophet’s companions, scribes, ambassadors,
governors, and prominent personalities.
Short bios to help visitors understand the social and administrative
structures of early Islam.
6. History and Development of Sirah Literature
Interactive displays illustrating:

o Early sources of sirah

o Medieval contributions

o Modern trends

o Contributions of the Indian Subcontinent
Touch-screen interfaces allow visitors to access detailed information on
major works and authors.
7. Immersive Technologies: VR, AR, and Holography
These technologies form the innovative heart of the project:
Virtual Reality (VR):
Provides 3D simulations of Makkah’s markets, migration pathways, or
early Madinan society —without depicting sacred personalities.
Augmented Reality (AR):
Integrates digital layers onto physical models to enhance learning.
Holographic Experiences:
Presents dramatizations of historical events—such as the building of
Masjid Nabawi, the migration stages, or scenes from battles—while
maintaining Islamic ethical norms.
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Such immersive experiences would allow visitors to feel the historical
environment as if they were present, thereby deepening comprehension and
empathy.
Broader Educational and Social Objectives
The “Sirat Ghar” aims to reach multiple audiences:

e  Children and youth

e  Adults and professionals from various fields

e Women

¢ Individuals with visual or auditory impairments

¢ Non-Muslims seeking authentic information about Islam

Additionally, the project seeks to highlight the multifaceted nature of the

Prophet’s (peace be on him) life —religious, social, political, economic, military,
ethical —and present it in ways tailored to specific groups, such as traders,
administrators, or community leaders. The article concludes that a
technologically advanced, ethically grounded, and academically sound Prophetic
Biography Museum would represent a groundbreaking contribution to sirah
education. By merging traditional scholarship with cutting-edge media, such an
institution could provide an immersive, credible, and emotionally compelling
encounter with the life of the Prophet (peace be on him). The author stresses that
to safeguard Islamic values and authenticity, this project must be executed
through collaboration among sirah scholars, technologists, designers, and
relevant institutions.
Overall, the study underscores that the effective communication of the Prophet’s
(peace be on him) message in the modern age depends on using the very tools
that shape contemporary perception—sound, visuals, interactivity, and
immersive experience —while firmly upholding scholarly rigor and reverence.
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