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The Educational Philosophy of the Great Teacher
(peace be on him) and Modern Educational,

Instructional, and Pedagogical Psychology:
An Analytical and Comparative Study
Ibrar Khattak ®

ABSTRACT: This study undertakes a comprehensive analytical and comparative
examination of the pedagogical philosophy of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be
on him) in the light of contemporary educational psychology, modern teaching-
learning theories, curriculum studies, and neuroscientific insights. Drawing
upon Qur’anic foundations — particularly the tripartite educational objectives of
ta'lim (knowledge), tazkiya (character refinement), and hikma (practical
wisdom/skills) —the article argues that the Prophet’s (peace be on him)
educational model embodies a complete, integrative, and learner-centred
paradigm that anticipates many principles of modern instructional design.
Through textual analysis of Qur’anic verses, Prophetic traditions, and classical
commentaries, the study demonstrates that the Prophet (peace be on him)
functioned simultaneously as an ideal learner, master teacher, curriculum
designer, and community educator. His pedagogical methods—ranging from
inquiry-based learning, role-play, collaborative activities, scaffolding,
assessment-by-demonstration, and attention to individual differences—
correspond strikingly with contemporary frameworks such as Bloom's
taxonomy, multiple intelligences theory, and holistic child development. The
research shows how Prophetic pedagogy recognized cognitive, emotional, moral,
social, and physical dimensions of human development, and how the Prophet
(peace be on him) adapted teaching to learners’ intellectual levels, linguistic
habits, psychological needs, and cultural contexts. The study concludes that the
educational philosophy of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be on him) provides a
timeless, value-rich, and pedagogically sophisticated model that can guide
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contemporary curriculum design, teacher training, and learning environments. It
recommends integrating Prophetic principles into modern educational discourse
to create learner-centred, ethically grounded, and socially transformative
educational systems.

Keywords: Sirah, philosophy, education, module, psychology

Summary of the Article

This article investigates the educational philosophy of the Prophet Muhammad
(peace be on him) and evaluates its relevance to contemporary educational
psychology, curriculum studies, and modern teaching-learning practices. It
begins by outlining the Qur’anic objectives of education—knowledge,
wisdomyskills, and character purification—derived from the supplications of
Prophet Ibrahim (peace be on him) and reaffirmed in several Qur’anic verses.
These three aims correspond directly to modern educational domains: cognitive
(knowledge), psychomotor (skills), and affective (attitudes and values).

The study highlights that the Prophet (peace be on him) was not only a spiritual
guide but also an exemplary educator whose teaching methods align closely with
today’s pedagogical principles. His instructional practices included step-by-step
teaching, repetition for clarity, contextualized communication, learning through
questioning, role-playing, practical demonstration, cooperative learning, and
adaptation to individual intellect and temperament. Examples such as
addressing learners according to their understanding, demonstrating concepts
through analogies and gestures, and managing the classroom with gentleness
and encouragement illustrate his learner-centred approach.

The article then compares these Prophetic strategies with modern frameworks
such as Bloom’s taxonomy (remembering to creating), Gardner’s theory of
multiple intelligences, inquiry-based learning, collaborative learning, and
various methods listed in Pakistan’s National Curriculum (2020). This comparison
reveals significant parallels: the Prophet’s (peace be on him) educational model
emphasized critical thinking, problem-solving, moral development, emotional
intelligence, and holistic growth long before these concepts became formalized in
modern psychology.

Additionally, the author examines early Islamic learning institutions such as Dar
al-Argam and Suffah, showing how they functioned as prototypes for today’s
residential schools, literacy programs, skill-based learning, and adult education.
The Prophet’s %%¥ emphasis on clarity, kindness, motivation, and personalized
attention is presented as an ideal model for teachers in every era.

The study concludes that the Prophetic educational philosophy is not only
compatible with modern pedagogical science but often surpasses it in depth and
balance. It recommends that contemporary educational systems integrate these
principles to create ethically grounded, psychologically informed, and
intellectually enriched learning environments.
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In education, a curriculum is broadly defined as the totality
of students’ experiences that occur in the educational
process. The term often refers specifically to a planned
sequence of instruction or to a view of, the student's
experiences in terms of the educators’ or schools
instructional goals.”
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE/ ENGLISH
SCIENCE
1. Group work 1. | Reading Aloud
2. Debates 2. | Guided Reading
3. Whole-Class instruction 3. | Reading  for Pleasure/
Individual Reading
4. Paired/Group Discussion 4. | Reading for Comprehension/
Silent Reading
5. Experiential Learning 5. | Discussion
6. Inquiry- Based Teaching | 6. | Role-Play
Method
7. Collaborative Learning 7. | LACAWAC
8. Cooperative Learning 8. | Concept Map
9. Problem-Based Learning 9. | Think-Pair-Share
10. | Learning from Doing the | 10. | Jigsaw Reading
Work Itself
11. | Questioning 11. | Inquiry/Investigation
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12. Conducting Investigation 12. | Cooperative Learning
13. | Demonstrations 13. | Project
14. Cooperative Learning 14. | Presentations

15. Think-Pair-Share

16. | Role -Play

Social Studies Maths

1. Lecture Method 1. | Demonstration approach

2. Brain Storming 2. | Inquiry Based Learning

3. Posing Questions 3. | Brain Storming

4. Learning by Discussion 4. | Math-Lab Approach

5. Role-Play 5. | Discovery Approach

6. Cooperative Learning 6. | Practical Work Approach
7. Think-Write-Pair-Share 7. | Problem Solving Approach
8. Jigsaw 8. | Co-operative Learning

9. Inquiry / Investigation
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