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Introduction and Scholarly Review of Syed
Rohullah's (1901-2004) Book "Tarikh da Sardar
Alam Muhammad (peace be on him) (Pashto)
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ABSTRACT: This study presents an analytical and critical examination of Tarikh
da Sardar Alam Muhammad (peace be on him), an unpublished Pashto manuscript
authored by the distinguished scholar Syed Rohullah (1901-2004). The work

constitutes a significant contribution to Pashto Seerah literature, offering a
comprehensive narrative of the Prophet Muhammad’s (peace be on him) life,
character, and historical mission. Drawing on primary Islamic sources—
including the Qur’an, canonical Hadith collections, classical Seerah texts, and
juridical literature—the author situates the Prophet’s (peace be on him)
biography within a broad moral, social, and civilizational framework. The
manuscript integrates theological reflection with historical narration, thereby
functioning simultaneously as a text of Seerah, devotional edification, and figh al-
sirah. The present study evaluates the author’s methodological choices, source
utilization, narrative structure, and thematic emphases. Particular attention is
given to his treatment of lineage, early life, education, prophetic mission,
migration, military engagements, and the ethical and political reforms instituted
by the Prophet (peace be on him). The manuscript’s extended discussions on
Hijrah, the virtues of the Prophet’s (peace be on him) Companions, the role of the
scribes of revelation, and the legal-ethical implications of Seerah events further
underscore its scholarly ambition.
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Summary of the Article i

The book “Tarikh da Sardar Alam Muhammad (peace be on him)” (The History of
the Leader of the World, Prophet Muhammad peace be on him) by Syed
Roohullah, popularly known as Kashar Mian, represents a significant scholarly
contribution to Pashto literature on the Prophetic biography (Sirah). It stands as
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one of the rare and comprehensive Pashto works devoted to the life, teachings,
and historical legacy of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be on him). The study
provides an analytical and evaluative exploration of this manuscript, focusing on
its structure, sources, language, methodology, and academic value.

1. Overview and Purpose

The book offers a detailed account of the Prophet’s (peace be on him) life,
covering his lineage, upbringing, prophetic mission, migration (Hijrah), military
expeditions, governance, moral teachings, and spiritual guidance. Unlike many
conventional Sirah writings, it aims not only to document events but also to
present moral, legal, and social lessons relevant to contemporary times. The
author integrates religious devotion with scholarly rigor, making the text both
inspirational and informative.

2. Scholarly and Linguistic Significance

Written in Pashto, the book fills an important linguistic and intellectual gap in
the field of Islamic studies. While most classical Sirah works are in Arabic or
Urdu, Roohullah’s contribution allows Pashto-speaking readers and scholars
access to authentic Sirah knowledge in their native language. The book’s style is
clear, fluent, and imbued with reverence, balancing simplicity for the general
reader with depth for researchers.

3. Methodology and Content

The author adopts a thematic and chronological approach. The key sections
address:

1. The Prophet’s (peace be on him) genealogy and family
background, supported by traditional historical sources.

2. His education, upbringing, and moral development during
childhood and youth.

3. The stages of revelation, migration, and battles, described with
moral and spiritual insights.

4, The integration of Qur’anic verses, Hadiths, and legal
discussions, linking Sirah with jurisprudential dimensions (Figh
al-Sirah).

Notably, Roohullah highlights the concepts of Hijrah (migration) and Jihad,
explaining their enduring spiritual and moral significance for Muslims,
especially in light of the migration of Muslims to Pakistan after Partition. He
interprets these acts not as mere historical events but as continuous symbols of
faith, sacrifice, and reform.

4. Scholarly Features

The book exhibits strong features of traditional Islamic scholarship:

1. Source-based writing: References to Qur’an, hadith, and early
Islamic historians such as Ibn Sa‘d and al-Tabari.
2. Moral and educational framework: The Prophet’s (peace be on

him) character and ethics are presented as universal models for
humanity.
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3. Figh al-Sirah elements: Legal and social implications of
Prophetic actions, such as marriage, warfare, and governance,
are analyzed.

4.  Comparative historical insight: Parallels are drawn between earlier
Prophets” migrations and the Prophet Muhammad’s (peace be on
him) mission.

5. Critical Observations
The study identifies several academic strengths and a few areas requiring

improvement:
L. The book’s devotional tone and cultural authenticity enhance its
spiritual impact.
2. However, lack of consistent referencing and limited historical
contextualization are noted as methodological weaknesses.
3. Some events, such as the Prophet’s (peace be on him) journeys

and battles, could benefit from greater analytical depth and
source verification.
4, Despite these limitations, the book’s sincerity and
comprehensive coverage make it a valuable resource in Pashto
Sirah literature.
6. The Author: Syed Roohullah (Kashar Mian)
Syed Roohullah (1901-2004) was a prominent Pashto scholar, theologian, and
teacher from District Charsadda, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Educated at Dar al-
‘Ulim Deoband, he studied under leading scholars such as Mawlana Shabbir
Ahmad Usmani and Mufti Muhammad Shafi'. His works include Sharh Qasida al-
Burda, Qasas al-Qur’an (Pashto), Dalil al-Warith, Sirdj al-Qur’an (a Qur’anic
exegesis), and Tarikh da Sardar Alam Muhammad. His writings combine traditional
Islamic scholarship with regional linguistic heritage, contributing significantly to
Pashto Islamic literature.
7. Contemporary Relevance
Roohullah’s approach to Sirah emphasizes the application of Prophetic teachings
to modern ethical, social, and intellectual challenges. His reflections on
migration, social justice, education, and governance illustrate the continuing
relevance of the Prophet’s (peace be on him) example for Muslim societies today.
The book is especially valuable for researchers exploring Islamic reform, cultural
adaptation, and inter-linguistic transmission of Sirah knowledge.
8. Conclusions
The research concludes that Tarikh da Sardar Alam Muhammad is both a historical
and spiritual text that bridges classical Islamic sources and contemporary Pashto
scholarship. It stands as:

1. A linguistic and cultural milestone in Sirah writing.

2. A scholarly and devotional synthesis, combining traditional
reverence with analytical thought.

3. pedagogical resource for Pashto-speaking students and

researchers of Islamic civilization.
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The study recommends the critical editing, annotation, and translation of this
work into Urdu and English to expand its academic reach. Inclusion of precise
references and contextual commentary could elevate it to an authoritative source

within modern Sirah studies.
LOROZOTCROY
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