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Some Academic and Educational Institutes and
Libraries of India Based on Shibli’s Rare
Writings

Muhammad Ilyas al-Azmi®

ABSTRACT: This paper investigates the multidimensional contributions of
‘Allama Shibli Nu'mani (1857-1914) to the intellectual and institutional landscape
of colonial India, with a particular focus on his role in the organization, reform,
and development of major libraries and educational institutions. Employing
historical-documentary methodology, the study analyses Shibli's original
reports, correspondences, and reflections preserved in rare writings, many of
which remained unpublished or unincorporated in standard biographical
compilations. The research critically examines Shibli’s systematic evaluations
and reformative proposals concerning renowned repositories of knowledge such
as the Rampur Raza Library, Khuda Bakhsh Oriental Public Library (Patna),
Asafia Library, and Dar al-Ma‘arif al-Nizamiyyah in Hyderabad, and his
foundational work for Nadwat-ul-Ulama in Lucknow. Shibli’s approach reflects
a sophisticated understanding of library science long before its formal academic
institutionalization in South Asia. His insistence on classification by subject,
cataloguing protocols, manuscript preservation, and reader accessibility
demonstrates a rare blend of traditional Islamic scholarship with modern
organizational acumen. Furthermore, the paper explores Shibli's strategic
involvement in academic councils and advisory committees, particularly his
correspondence with influential contemporaries such as Nawab Igbal Yar Jang
and Hakim Ajmal Khan, wherein he proposed curricular reforms and publication
priorities grounded in the revival of classical Islamic texts. By situating these
contributions within the broader reformist and modernist discourse of the late
19th and early 20th centuries, this study reaffirms Shibli Nu’mani’s stature not
only as a literary and religious scholar but also as a visionary architect of Muslim
educational infrastructure in British India.

Keywords: India, institutions, Shiblj, literature, research, library.

wfﬁ’ndgﬁfﬁuu:d;uyu&fj ®

@& Honorary Fellow, Darul Musannifeen, Shibli Academy, Azamgarh, India.
(azmi408@gmail.com)




for

Summary of the Article

This article presents a meticulous examination of ‘Allamah Shibli Nu'mani’s
intellectual involvement in several prominent educational institutions and
libraries across British India. It highlights a relatively under-studied aspect of
Shibli’s legacy —his passionate advocacy for the development and systematic
organization of libraries and centres of learning. Unlike the mainstream focus on
his literary works like al-Mamiin, al-Fariiq, Shi‘r al-‘Ajam, and Sirat al-Nabi, this
study uncovers his active role in library reform, curriculum design, and
institutional planning.

The paper utilizes rare, unpublished, or dispersed writings and reports authored
by Shibli Nu'mani, including detailed observations and recommendations he
made following his visits to leading libraries such as the Rampur Raza Library,
Khuda Bakhsh Oriental Library (Patna), Asafia Library (Hyderabad), and
educational institutions like Dar al-"Ulim Nadwat al-"Ulama’ (Lucknow), and
Da’irat al-Ma'arif al-Nizamiyyah (Hyderabad).

At Rampur Raza Library, Shibli conducted multiple inspections and compiled
comprehensive reports. In a detailed memorandum written in 1888, he critiqued
the chaotic arrangement of books and proposed a reorganization based on
subject classification and cataloguing methods. He advocated for the
preservation of rare manuscripts, the establishment of a dual referencing system
(based on subject and alphabetical order), and the creation of a report
documenting the library’s historical and financial status. Many of these
proposals were eventually adopted by the library administration, as noted by
later scholars like Imtiyaz ‘Ali “Arshi and Syed Sulaiman Nadvi.

In the case of Khuda Bakhsh Oriental Library, Shibli expressed admiration for
the rich manuscript collection, especially in hadith, philosophy, and classical
Arabic literature. He observed the library’s physical and organizational
excellence and praised its founder, Khuda Bakhsh Khan, for his extraordinary
commitment and financial sacrifices in building a world-class repository. Shibli’s
reflections provide comparative insights into Indian and international libraries,
highlighting this institution’s place among globally recognized centres of
learning.

Shibli’s association with Da’irat al-Ma‘arif al-Nizamiyyah, Hyderabad, is also
elaborated through a series of letters and memoranda written between 1894 and
1895. He responded to requests from Nawab Iqbal Yar Jang, proposing a strategic

publication plan focused on classical Islamic texts, especially in Qur’anic studies.
Shibli emphasized the revival of early Islamic scholarship over later compilations
and suggested specific titles, locations for acquisition, and publication techniques
to make the institution a beacon of Islamic learning.

The article further sheds light on his brief but insightful interaction with the
Anjuman-e-Islam, Janjira, where he praised efforts to establish Islamic boarding
schools for Muslim youth in remote regions. His observations, written in the
form of short reports, reflect his deep concern with educational outreach and
pedagogical reform.



A

Moreover, his visit to Nizarat al-Ma‘arif al-Qur’aniyyah, Delhi, founded by
‘Ubaid Allah Sindhi, illustrates his appreciation for modern Qur’anic education
aimed at reconciling traditional scholarship with contemporary needs. Shibli
lauded the initiative for training both madrasah-educated and English-educated
Muslims in Qur’anic studies, regarding it as a realization of the ideals once
envisioned for Nadwa.

The article concludes with a focus on Shibli’s role in the Nizarat al-Ma’arif,
Bhopal, established under the patronage of Nawab Sultan Jahan Baigam and
administered by his close friend Nawab Sayyid ‘Ali Hasan Khan. Shibli drafted
detailed educational regulations and timetables for Bhopal’'s madaris, laying
down guidelines for teachers’ conduct, curriculum structure, and language
instruction.

The article concludes that Shibli was not only a literary and religious figure but
also a pioneering educationist and an early theorist of library sciences in South
Asia. His writings reflect keen observation, analytical approach, and a deep
commitment to preserving and enhancing the intellectual infrastructure of
Indian Muslims.
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List of Sources in Roman Script

Akhbar-i ‘Am weekly, Lahore.

Aligarh Institute Gazette, 24 February 1892.
Al-Wagqt weekly, Gorakhptr.

Awadh Akhbar, weekly, Lakhnau.

Azad Daily, Lakhnau.

Dar al-Saltanat weekly, Kalkattah.

Hindustani Dawakhana ki Fahrist-i Adwiyat. Dihli: Public
Printing Press, 1911.

Husayn, Mushtaq. Bagiyat-i Shibli. Dihli: Kitab Ghar, 1964.

Husayn, Sayyid Ahmad, murattib. Riydad-i Kutub Khana
Rampur, N.D.

Ma ‘arif, Azamgarh, 34, No. 4.
Mahnamah al-Balagh monthly, Karachi.

Nadvi, Sayyid Sulayman. Hayat-i Shibli. A‘zamgarh: Dar al-
Musannifin, 2015.

Najm al-Akhbar daily, Mirath.

O’Conz, V. C. Scott. Ek Mashrigi Kutub Khana. Tarjumah
Sayyid Mubariz al-Din Raf‘at. Aligarh: Anjuman Taraqqi-yi
Urda, N.D.

Paisa Akhbar daily, Lahore.
Zamanah monthly, Kapur.
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