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Similarities between Ghamidi’s and Kharijites’
Understanding of Hadith: A Study from a
Traditional Perspective

Syed Ali Moin Ud Din®

ABSTRACT: Javed Ahmad Ghamidi (b. 1952) is a prominent figure in
contemporary religious literature, and his thoughts have had a profound impact
on this era. His debates with traditional religious scholars have been extensive,
and the diversity of topics he has explored is unparalleled. The opportunities and
circumstances he has had have been rare for non-traditional religious figures,
and he has been able to flourish despite being within the traditional religious
framework. His unique perspective on hadith and sunnah is a significant aspect of
his thought, and his disagreements with traditional scholars stem from this
understanding. While his engagement with traditional scholars has been broad,
his concept of hadith and sunnah is the key factor that distinguishes him. This
aspect of his thought has been the subject of much critical analysis. This article
explores how his understanding of hadith and sunnah resonates with that of the
Kharijites, a heretical sect in Islamic history.

Keywords: Javed Ahmad Ghamidji, hadith, sunnah, Kharijites, perspective.

Summary of the Article

This paper presents an analytical and scholarly review of the commonalities
between Javed Ahmad Ghamidi's (b. 1952) understanding of hadith and the
Kharijites” views about hadith. It examines whether there is any historical trace of
Ghamidi’s understanding of hadith, which differs from the traditional Sunni
approach to hadith, and if so, which intellectual traditions are most closely
aligned with it. Moreover, this paper compares his hadith methodology with
those of the classical Sunni scholars, including the leading scholars of hadith, usiil,
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and figh, as well as some fundamental aspects of Kharijites” thought. The basic
focus of this paper has been on the following three points:

. The traditional approach towards hadith and sunnah.
. Ghamidi’s approach towards hadith and sunnah.
. The Kharijites” approach towards hadith and sunnah.

This paper relies on significant sources and references to substantiate the above
points, highlighting how each group’s understanding and approach to hadith are
expressed. It appears that these are not entirely separate views; rather, in terms
of principles, there is a shared foundation and distinction, presenting two
approaches.

The paper argues that Ghamidi’s understanding of hadith, in terms of principles,
concepts, influence, and application, is essentially an extension of the Kharijites’
understanding of hadith—an updated interpretation of the same principles and
concepts, resulting in a remarkable degree of shared terminology, emotional
flow, and similarities in their application and conclusions.

Another way to express this point is to say that Ghamidi’s thought on hadith is
not a new theory; rather, it is based on the same spirit, philosophy, and
intellectual and practical outcomes present in the Kharijites” understanding of
hadith. Certain external pressures and socio-cultural factors led to the
development of Kharijites’ thought in the early Islamic centuries. Similarly,
certain external factors emerged during the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries
AH, which caused a resurgence of this type of thought.

This paper highlights that Ghamidi’s approach to hadith should be studied
against the backdrop of classical understandings. It also traces its commonalities
with such past understandings, identifying the intellectual framework that most
closely aligns with it.

The above three views have been analysed at different levels. In the traditional
understanding of sunnah, it is seen that the existence of hadith and sunnah is
embraced with great openness, and the association with it originated during the
time of the Prophet (peace be on him). This gradually evolves into a scholarly
mindset that views hadith and sunnah as sources equal to the Qur’an, giving rise
to an academic tradition of extracting knowledge from both sources.

On the other hand, Ghamidi’s approach reveals a notable detachment, where he
acknowledges a limited authority of sunnah but hesitates in accepting and
validating the vast majority of hadiths. The two primary reasons for this approach
are as follows: V) a blurred concept of the Qur’an’s definitiveness and its role as a
criterion, and Y) a unique interpretation of sunnah. Regarding the Qur’'an’s
definitiveness, Ghamidi considers it the supreme criterion and dominant over all
other texts. In this regard, an emotionally charged and slogan-driven narrative is
created, where he criticizes earlier scholars for failing to uphold the Qur’an’s
superiority and allowing other texts and interpretations to overshadow its
intended message.

This concern might appear significant at first glance, but upon careful
examination, it seems to be more of a rhetorical stance, rather than a genuine
intellectual or practical stance. The paper analyses how Ghamidi declares the
Qur’an a supreme criterion, but simultaneously, elevates another religious text,
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that is, the sunnah, above the Qur’an and treats it as superior in certain contexts.
He views his interpretation of the sunnah as valid legal proof. This raises the
question of whether this contradicts his stance on the Qur’an’s definitiveness.

An analytical study has been conducted on these unique interpretations of the
concept of the sunnah, and their weaknesses have been analysed. For Ghamidji,
the sunnah is merely a rediscovery of Abrahamic traditions. The traditional
concept of the sunnah is defined in terms of sayings, actions, deeds, or attributes
of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be on him). It is very difficult to find
commonalities between these two concepts of the sunnah.

Those who have attempted to find or prove unity and common ground between
Ghamidi’s concept of the sunnah and the traditional concept of the sunnah have
faced significant academic difficulties. This has been particularly evident in the
very recent effort by Ammar Khan Nasir, who made great efforts to find the
foundations of unity between these views, but ultimately concluded that the
Ghamidi concept of sunnah is, in its essence, aligned with Shatibi’s school and,
partially, has a connection with the Hanafi school. While Nasir, based on his
intellectual reasoning, may have succeeded in proving this to some extent, it
ultimately shows that this confusion cannot easily be resolved.

The article further explores the commonalities between Ghamidi’s interpretation
and Kharijites” thought, analysing the shared dimensions between Ghamidi’s
and Kharijites” positions regarding hadith and sunnah. Overall, Ghamidi’s concept
of sunnah is built upon the above-mentioned two foundational principles, and his
notion of the finality of the Qur'an seems to be directly aligned with or derived
from the Kharijites” thought. Even the terminology, such as the word “Mizan,”
which was historically used by the Kharijites to articulate the finality of the
Qur’an, is present in Ghamidi’s framework, in a similar context and with almost
the same principles that existed in Kharijites’ thought. Although Ghamidi
attempts to give it a somewhat different direction, this is not merely a
coincidence; it is credible proof of the fundamental unity and commonality
between these two schools of thought.

The article, deliberately, does not mention any practical examples of this
commonality, as the purpose is to maintain brevity and limit the discussion to a
theoretical and academic scope. However, scholars are aware that the practical
aspect of this commonality is so clear and easily understandable that it could, on
its own, demonstrate that these two thoughts share significant similarities within
them.

Additionally, the paper provides a detailed study of the Kharijites” approach to
hadith, exploring the political, social, and religious struggles that led to their
disputes with traditional thought. It examines how these struggles were
understood and judged by traditional scholars, with a particular focus on their
stance on hadith. The intellectual and dialectical debates during different
historical periods are examined in-depth, seeking to clarify the partial and total
commonalities, foundational aspects, and dynamics of cooperation between
these various thoughts.

This paper predominantly focuses on scholarly aspects, with all analyses and
critiques conducted within an academic context, avoiding any intentional bias or



sectarian division. It is an academic effort that invites the students of hadith,
jurists, scholars of usil, and contemporary Islamic thinkers to critically evaluate
the ideas presented and to examine the proposals put forward, especially those
who have a positive or critical engagement with Ghamidi’s thought.
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