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ANNEXURE I
1929

"Jinnah’s fourteen points", March 1929

The form of the future constitution should be federal with the

residuary powers vested in the provinces.
A uniform measure of autonomy shall be granted to all provinces.

All legislatures in the country and other elected bodies shall be
constituted be the definite principle of adequate and effective
representation of minorities in every province without reducing
the majority in any province to a minority or even equality.

In the Central Legislature, Musiman, representation shall not be
less than one-third.

Representation of communal groups shall continue to be by means
of separate electorates as at present: provided it shall be open to
any community, at any time, to abandon its separate electorate in
favour of joint electorate.

Any territorial redistribution that might at any time be necessary
shall not, in any way, effect the Muslim, majority in the Punjab,
Bengal and N.W.F. Province.

Full religious liberty, i.e., liberty of belief, worship and
observance, propaganda, association and education, shall be
guaranteed to all communities.

No bill or resolution or any part thereof shall be paused in any
legislature or any other elected body if three-fourths of the
members of any community in that particular body oppose such
a bill, resolution or part thereof on the ground that it would be
injurious to the interest of the community or in the alternative,
such other method is devised as may be found feasible and
practicable to deal with such cases.

Sind should be separated from the Bombay Presidency.

Reforms should be introduced in the N.W.F. Province and
Baluchistan on the same footing as in other Provinces.
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"(11) Provision should be made in the constitution giving Muslims an
adequate share along with the other Indians, in all he services of
the State and in local self-governing bodies having due regard to
the requirements of efficiency.

"(12) The constitution should embody adequate safeguards for the
protection of Muslim culture and for the protection and promotion
of Muslim education, language, religion, personal laws and
Muslim charitable institutions and for their due share in the
grants-in-aid given by the State and by the self-governing bodies.

"(13) No cabinet, either Central of Provincial, should be formed without
there being a proportion of at least one-third Muslim Ministers.

"(14) No change shall be made in the constitution by the Central
Legislature except with the concurrence of the States constituting
the Indian Federation."

ANNEXURE I

Resolution passed at the All-Parties Muslim Conference, held at Delhi
under the presidentship of H.H. the Aga Khan, 1st January 1929

Whereas, in view of India’s vast extent and its ethnological, linguistic,
administrative and geographical or territorial divisions, the only form of
Government suitable to Indian conditions is a federal system with complete
autonomy and residuary powers vested in the constituent States, the Central
Government having control only of such matters of common interest as may be
specifically entrusted to it by the Constitution;

And whereas it is essential that no Bill, resolution, motion, or amendment
regarding inter-communal matters be moved, discussed or passed by any
legislature, central or provincial, if a three-fourth majority of the members of
either the Hindu or the Muslim community affected thereby in that legislature
oppose the introduction, discussion or passing of such Bill, resolution, motion,
or amendments;

And whereas the right of Muslims to elect their representatives on the
various Indian Legislatures through separate electorates is now the law of the
land and Muslims cannot be deprived of that right without their consent;

And whereas in the conditions existing at present in India and so long as
those conditions continue to exist, representation in various Legislatures and
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other statutory self-government bodies of Muslims through their own separate
electorates is essential in order to bring into existence a really representative
democratic Government;

And whereas as long as Mussalmans are not satisfied that their rights and
interests are adequately safeguarded in the constitution, they will in no way
consent to the establishment of joint electorates, whether with or without
conditions;

And whereas for the purposes aforesaid, it is essential that Mussalmans
should have their due share in the central and provincial cabinets;

And whereas it is essential that representation of Mussalmans in the
various legislatures and other statutory self-governing bodies should be based on
a plan whereby the Muslim majority in those provinces where Mussalmans
constitute a majority of population shall in no way be affected and in the
provinces in which Mussalmans constitute a minority they shall have a
representation in no case less than that enjoyed by them under the existing law;

And whereas representative Muslim gatherings in all provinces in India
have unanimously resolved that with a view to provide adequate safeguards for
the protection of Muslim interests in India as a whole, Mussalmans should have
the right of 33 per cent representation in the Central Legislature and this
Conference entirely endorses that demand;

And whereas on ethnological, linguistic, geographical and administrative
grounds the province of Sind has no affinity whatever with the rest of the
Bombay Presidency and its unconditional constitution into a separate province,
possessing its own separate legislative and administrative machinery on the same
lines as in other provinces of India, is essential in the interests of its people, the
Hindu minority in Sind being given adequate and effective representation in
excess of their proportion in the population, as may be given to Mussalmans in
provinces in which they constitute a minority of population;

And whereas the introduction of constitutional reforms in the N.W.F.
Province and Baluchistan along such lines as may by adopted in other provinces
of India is essential not only in the interests of those provinces but also of the
constitutional advance of India as a whole, the Hindu minorities in those
provinces being given adequate and effective representation in excess of their
proportion in population, as is given to the Muslim community in provinces in
which it constitutes a minority of the population;

And whereas it is essential in the interests of Indian administration that
provision should be made in the constitution giving Muslims their adequate share
along with other Indians in all services of the State and on all statutory self-
governing bodies, having due regard to the requirements of efficiency;
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And whereas having regard to the political conditions obtaining in India,
it is essential that the Indian Constitution should embody adequate safeguards
for protection and promotion of Muslim education, Languages, religion,
personal law and Muslim charitable institutions, and for their due share in
grants-in-aid;

And whereas it is essential that the constitution should provide that no
change in the Indian constitution shall, after its inauguration, be made by the
Central Legislature except with the concurrence of all the States constituting the
Indian federation;

This Conference emphatically declares that no constitution, by
whomsoever proposed or devised, will be acceptable to Indian Mussalmans
unless it conforms with the principles embodied in this resolution.



