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"Nature is to the Divine Self as Character is to the Human Self”
("The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam”, Page 56)
"Inductive reason, which alone makes man master of his environment, is an
achievement; and when once born it must be reinforced by inhibiting the
growth of other modes of knowledge."
(" The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam", Page 126)

PR o L 1V L L o) Y R
"Looking at the matter from this point of view, then, the Prophet of islam
seems to stand between the ancient and the modern world. In so far as the
source of his revelation is concerned he belongs to the ancient world; in so
far as the spirit of his revelation is concerned he belongs to the modern
world. In him life discovers other sources of knowledge suitable to its new
direction. The birth of Islam, as 1 hope to be able presently to prove to your
satisfaction, is the birth of inductive intellect. In Isiam prophecy reaches its
perfection in discovering the need of its own abolition. This involves the
keen perception that life cannot for ever be kept in leading strings; that in
order to achieve full self-consciousness man must finally be thrown back on
his own resources. The abolition of priesthood and hereditary kingship in
Islam, the constant appeal to reason and experience in the Quran, and the
emphasis that it lays on Nature and History as sources of human
knowledge, are all different aspects of the same idea of finality. The idea,
however, does not mean that mystic experience, which qualitatively does
not differ from the experience of the prophet, has now ceased to exist as a
vital fact, Indeed the Quran regards both ‘Anfus’ (self) and 'Afaq’
(world) as sources of knowledge."

(" The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam", Page 126,127)
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Martin Lings, "Muhammad”, George Allen & Unwin, London, Page195, _9
196.
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"It seems probable that in spite of all that science may do to the contrary, men will
continuc to pray to the end of time, unless their mental nature changes in a manner
which nothing we know should lead us to accept. The impulse to pray is a necessary
consequence of the fact that whilst the innermost of the empirical self of a man is a
self of the social sort it yet can find its only adequate socius (its "great companion'’)
in an ideal world .... Most men, either continually or occasionally, carry a reference to
it in their breasts. The humblest outcast on this earth can feel himself to be real and
valid by means of this higher recognition. And, on the other hand, for most of us, a
world with no such inner rfuge when the outer social self failed and dropped from us
would be the abyss of borror. I say "for most of us," because it is probable that men
differ a good deal in the degree in which they are haunted by this sense of an ideal
spectator. It is a much more essential part of the consciousness of some men' than
others. Those who have the most of it are possibly the most religious men. But [ am
sure that ¢even thbse who say they are altogether without it deceive themsclves,
and really have it in some degrec.”
("The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam", Page 89)
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