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Abstract
The formulation of laws and derivation of detailed practical injunctions

(ahkam) for various aspects of individual and collective spheres of life

by the Hanafi Fuqaha' involved active application of logic (mantiq),

juristic opinion (ra'y), analogical reasoning (qiyas) and juristic preference

(istihsan). This caused some scholars to misunderstand the Hanafi 

doctrine about the Sunnah of the Prophet (peace be on him). Hanafi 

jurists even were blamed of rejecting every prophetic tradition (Hadith)

which goes against their juristic opinion. This paper studies Kitab al-Asl

of Imam Muhammad b. Hasan al-Shaybani, one of the two most

important disciples of Imam Abu Hanifah in order to determine status

the of Sunnah in the Hanafi legal system. The paper concludes that the

Hanafi School recognizes importance of the Sunnah as a primary

source of Islamic law and the said accusation is unjust. The paper

further shows that Hanafi jurists actually employed the Sunnah of the

Prophet (peace be on him) as a primary source in their legal discourse

and Hanafi School like other Islamic schools of legal thought (fiqhi 

madhahib) is firmly grounded in the Qur'an and Sunnah. 
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"It was perhaps in view of this that Abu Hanifah, who had a keen insight

into the universal character of Islam, made practically no use of these

traditions. The fact that he introduced the principle of Istihsan, i.e. juristic

preference, which necessitates a careful study of actual conditions in legal

thinking, throws further light on the motives which determined his attitude

towards this source of Muhammadan Law.....". (Iqbal, Muhammad, The

Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam, Lahor: Sohail Acadamy,

p172.)
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Š&ÀŸ/õ GG:iǵÔíZ−+ÔZÑ´xÔ$»40î GEGŠZgZäÔÛz]ÔoUã0891YÔ`9Ôm252X 94X
ZZEæ]Ÿ$†]Ö„pÞÏØœÞä‘×oÊnã^"#D�^ƒÊnÛ^iÃÜeä 05X�áf»pz|x´)u8gö

EòätÒyHì:
ZÅ)4ið EoÔ"!!ÑÔ`2Ô ]Öf×çpF(æÚ^mvj^t]Öí^”æ]ÖÃ^Ý]ÖoÚÃ†ÊjäŸmÏfØÊnä�^ƒ(æâ„]ÚÛ^iÃÜeä]Öf×çpFXX!

m67Ô77X
yãÔZÑÝÔ"!!ÑÔ`1m744@944X 15X  

ZsÔm944Ô054X 25X
`2Ôm46X 35X
ZsÔm56Ô66ÔqíZiZjãX 45X
ZsÔm941X 55X
ZsXŒVM\äZq%̄qugÅ§sZ�ág{™Šcì&Z1ZßÃZjã™räÂ[ 65X
ZÑÝÆqí~Zâxi&Ò™ö GÅ·Z°Z!îGGÆjZáÐf™HìX´)i&Ò™ö GòäÃZqŠgÆ

jZáÐZkÅCóÌÅìX
yãÔZÑÝÔ"!!ÑÔ`1Ôm2Ô3X 75X
ZsÔm95X 85X
ZsÔm051XZkŸÅ'×hVßVÆaŠ&ÀŸ/õ GG:`1Ôm212X`2Ôm2Ô45Ô16Ô78Ô88X 95X
Š&ÀŸ/õ GG:ZsÔ`2Ôm481X 06X
ZsÔ`1Ôm444X 16X

ZsÔ`2Ôm882X 26X
ZsÔ`2Ôm821X 36X
ZsÔ`1Ôm344X 46X

}Š&ÀŸ/õ GG:ZsÔ`2Ôm292X 56X

04



ZkŸÅPVßVÆaŠ&ÀŸ/õ GG:ZsÔ`1Ôm6Ô44Ô45Ô161Ô361X`2Ôm46Ô751X 66X
ZkZ|[Å‰VßVÆaŠ&ÀŸ/õ GG:ZsÔ`1Ôm551Ô861Ô092Ô014Ô614Ô954X`2Ô 76X
m882Ô192X

±ïÔ†Z°Ý0Z!–ÔDgdZ°Zz~ÔÑƒgÔŠZgíZ^ZÑs!0îGGÔoZzwÔkÔyÔ`1Ôm591X 86X
u8gö
E

ÔZßwZ–8gö
E

Ô"!!ÑÔ`1Ôm973X 96X
±ïÔ"!!ÑX 07X

Š&ÀŸ/õ GG:Mæ~Ô¢Z−+Z0Z!Z0·ÔZÑ©x°ZßwZÑ©xÔÛz]ÔŠZgZËÔ3002YÔ`1Ô 17X
m272X

±ïÔ"!!ÑÔm891Ô991X 27X
37XZsX2Š&ÀŸ/õ GG:u8gö

E
ÔZßwÔ"!!ÑÔ`1Ôm073@373Ô2:m973X

47X±ïÔ"!!ÑX
%ËgzZc]ÐZ+ÑwÅPVßVÆaŠ&ÀŸ/õ GG:yãÔZÑÝÔ"!!ÑÔ`1Ôm334X`2Ô 57X
m351Ô821X

œÚ^]ÖÛ†]‰nØÊÏ‚Ò^ámvjseã^ ZâxZ1ŠZƒŠòäZkŸ~ZIlÆ*xZLg‚!~–ì: 67X
]ÖÃ×Û^ðÊnÛ^Ú–oÚ%Ø‰Ën^á]Ö%ç…p(æÚ^ÖÔ(æ]Ÿæ‡]Âoujoq^ð]Ö�^ÊÃoÊjÓ×ÜÊnã^æi^eÃäÂ×oƒÖÔ]uÛ‚

qiòÔ·0ñ.ÔÑzoZÑ'*î JGZÄA.pî
EGÔ™ZcÔâg·ZÛZ�,Ôm54X eàußfØæÆn†å!

,ÆaŠ&ÀŸ/õ GG:)Šz~ÔZ0·0@Ô+ZßßwZàc£îEGZÑßwÔ![ÒyZlxZwÔ 77X
™ZcÔ!‹3œî EGYzh6öÔm051@351X

gg~Ô†Z+mÔÙZÑuZgÔ™ZcÔœsDiÔkÔyÔ`2Ôm383X 87X
8}é EmÔZ1–Z£0ZZ°Zi~ÔZÅ©{ð Ew°ZÑßwÔÃeÔziZg>ZÑz‡szZÅh4ð IJyZÑs!0îGGÔoÎx8891YÔ 97X
`3Ôm631X
Š&ÀŸ/õ GG:)Šz~Ô"!!ÑÔ&s:![„Z°Zz~Z̄~{̧ÁX 08X
Š&ÀŸ/õ GG:u8gö

E
Ô"!!ÑÔ`1Ôm053@353X 18X

gg~Ô"!!ÑÔ`2Ôm383X 28X
ZsX 38X
ZsX 48X
Z0øxZ−+Ô·0†ZßZuÔ&4n.ç GGGZ−kÔÔ̂!‹3œî EG!{‹§ö

E
WZ]!Z

ÄCÍ-öEzZzÑŠ{Ôo1531YÔm253X 58X
Š&ÀŸ/õ GG:·g~ÔBZvÔ¯Z<Z°ê]Ñb›Zb]ÔÛz]ÔŠZgZ§YZnZ_Z²!Ôo8891Ô&s: 68X
l%îG°ÑZ_Z°zZ!îGGX
Š&ÀŸ/õ GG:)Z((ˆãÔ§>ZÅ3™)é EyÔm491@002ÔæÜòvÔ™ZcÔkyX)[(œjÔ·ZÔZâx 78X
ZWZzgDZ�gÔ(È^ÔZ³ŠZgZ‰xZÅg<é IX"0î EGGÔo1891YÔm666@476X)`(Z1iO>ÔZ1�Ô‡CÙ>Ô
ŠZgZËZ²!ÔoÎx0691YÔm892X)Š(i85ÐöGÔz™0îEÔZßwZÅ©ªî EGZÑsòÔŠwÔŠZgZËÔoZzw6891YÔ

14



`1Ôm174X
yãÔ"!!ÑÔ`1Ôm26X 88X
ZsÔ`1Ôm67X 98X
ZsÔ`1Ôm071X 09X

ZØO>ÔZÅ.‹3œî EGZÅhÒ©0î EGGÔZÅ‹3œî EGZ{Å0îIGÔ2831|Ôm011X Òj^h]Öí†]t( Z1-ŠÔ©[0Z'Z�Ô 19X
29XZsÔm801X
39XZsX
49XZsÔm901Ô011X
59XZsÔm801X

u8gö
E

ÔZßwÔ"!!ÑÔ`2Ôm601X 69X
ZsÔm011X 79X

yãÔZÑÝÔ"!!ÑÔ`1Ôm14X 89X
ZsÔ`1Ôm122X 99X

ZsÔ`4Ôm194XZÏâqÅZqZzgVwÆaŠ&ÀŸ/õ GG:`2m161X 001X
ZsÔqíÔZi:Z1ZßÃZjãX 101X

ZkŸÅVßVÆaŠ&ÀŸ/õ GG:ZsÔ`1Ôm815@125X2:`2Ôm69Ô641Ô741Ô981X 201X
}Š&ÀŸ/õ GG:ZsÔ`1Ôm501Ô621Ô591Ô662Ô704Ô984X 301X
ZkŸÅPVßVÆaŠ&ÀŸ/õ GG:`1Ôm054X`2Ôm601Ô981X 401X
ZsÔ`2Ôm38XZkŸÅ'×hVßVÆaŠ&ÀŸ/õ GG:`1Ôm483Ô583X‰Zz‡]M\MUg 501X
ô/ñÃ¡@GÆaf™™D�Z�ZÝZ+ÑwM\»%̄qgzZc]Ðƒ@ìXZkâq
ÅZqVwÆaŠ&ÀŸ/õ GG:ZsÔ`1Ôm092Ô292XZÏ§bZ¤ËX~ô/ñÆ;VÂ'0cY@
ƒZzgZqÐicŠ{MgZYÅRöQƒÔÂZâx·òZkÂ'Å§sZ�ág{™äÆaô/ÆZ
MUgÃÜ™Šï�ZzgZyÐ°zwÃ*I™D�XZkŸÅPVßVÆaŠ&ÀŸ/õ GG:ZsÔ
`1Ôm483Ô583Ô834X

u8gö
E

ÔZßwÔ"!!ÑÔ`2Ôm311X 601X
ZsÔm411X 701X
Š&ÀŸ/õ GG:yãÔZÑÝÔ"!!ÑÔ`2Ôm011Ô111X 801X
ZsX 901X
ZsÔ`2Ôm022X 011X

'/'

24


