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ABSTRACT

The paper argues that Islamic law has prescribed two criteria for the
beginning of the lunar months: one, is sighting of the crescent on the
29th day of the lunar month; and second, completion of 30 days when
the moon is not sighted. The beginning of the new Islamic month
cannot be decided merely on the basis of the predictions of the
astronomers and scientists about the "birth of new moon" or
conjunction. This is because the beginning of Islamic month on the
basis of the calculation and predictions of scientists violates some
fundamental norms of Islamic law, which have been explicitly laid down
in the texts of the Qur'an and the Sunnah. These fundamental norms of
Islamic law cannot be suspended on the basis of some presumed public
interest. For beginning of an Islamic month, the law makes it obligatory
that testimony (shahadah) of the sighting of the moon is accepted by
the ruler or any person or persons authorized by him in this regard.
However, the opinion of scientists based on scientific calculations and
definitive evidences has the same status as that of the "expert opinion"
under the law of evidence and as such the testimony of witnesses about
moonsighting can be rejected if it is against the definitive expert
opinion.
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The science of astronomy can correctly calculate to the last fraction
of a second as to the date and time of the sighting of the moon in
any part of the world but we remain in limbo and in doubt and
continue to reject a confusion-free and scientific approach in this

regard. (Daily The News International, 24 August 2009)
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Due to the extreme inferiority complex Muslims have about science
these days, it is often stated that in this day and age of science, why
can’t Muslims rely on technology to determine the beginning and
ending of their lunar month? The answer is simple: this is not the
criterion established by the two primary sources of law in Islam: the
Quran and the Sunnah. (Daily The News International, 21 August

2009)
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ending of Ramazan is the artificial link of this beginning (or ending)
with the unity of the Ummabh... [W]hat has Muslim unity to do with the
beginning or ending of Ramazan? ... [Hlow does the unity of the
Ummah suffer if people in Afghanistan begin and end their fasting on
a day different from that on which people in Iran or Pakistan do?
There is absolutely no connection between the two. ("Ramazan

1430", Daily The News International, 21 August 2009)
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ABSTRACT

The muslims of Sub-continent gained the knowledge of islam from
famous centres of the muslim world in early years of Islam. The trends
of this area were under influence of the trends of Hijaz, Iraq, and Syria.
Different schools of thoughts of usool-e-figh were settled in the muslim
world before the fourth century of hijrah. There are different tendencies
towards these schools of thoughts in different countries of the muslim
world. In the sub - continent there were also more than one trends of
figh which resulted in the semi conformity and total conformity of
different kinds in different times. As the matter of fact, the scholars of
the sub - continent did worthy jobs in spreading the light of Islam
here.The countless number of muhadisin, qazis and scholars spent
their lives in teaching the people of distant areas of the
sub-continent.That is why Islam got strong roots in the Indo Pak area.
They maintained standards by writing books, fatawas, and established

great setup of madaris.
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And a further intelilgent study of the literature of traditions, if
used as indicative of the spirit in which the Prophet himself
interpreted his Revelation , may still be of great help in
understanding the life-value of the Legal Principles
enunciated in Quran. A complete grasp of that life-value
alone can equip us in our endeavour to re-interpret the
foundational of principles (62 ).
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