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ABSTRACT

Urdu language emerged in 14th century in India with Urdu poetry
while its earliest prose appeared in 16th century. European traders,
who came to India, used it for their business and political
objectives whereas Christian missionaries made it a basic means
for evangelization. They preached Christianity by producing their
literature in Urdu language, and by preparing books of Urdu
grammar, dictionaries, and publishing it in their printing presses in

India.

While translating Bible into Indian languages, they largely focused
on Urdu language from 1739 to 2010, this activity has gone
through a number of evolutionary stages. The translators of the
Bible into Urdu faced a number of problems. Besides the difficulty
of differing Hebrew and Greek texts, there were also problems of
the target languages particularly Urdu. Moreover, they came under
the influence of the prior works of biblical translations in Arabic
and Persian languages, and they could not escape from the Biblical

criticism as well.
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Keeping in view these factors, this paper explores answers to the
following questions: What were the evolutionary stages in the
process of Urdu translations of the Bible? What were the needs and
causes of producing various Urdu translations? If we take the
theme of Hell in the Bible as an example, which and how many
terms were selected to render it into Urdu language? How much has
this concept changed during the period between 1739 and2010?
This analysis helps us to understand how divine Message has been
influenced by human understanding during process of rendering.
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