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Maulana Wahiduddin Khan's Criticism of

Muslim Thinkers and ‘Ulama’:
An Analytical Study

Hasnain khalid®

Abstract: Maulanaa Wahiduddin Khan (1925-2021) emerged as a prominent
Islamic scholar of the 20th century, initially influenced by the intellectual
paradigm of Maulana Abul A’la Maududi. However, over time, he diverged
sharply from Maududi’s ideological trajectory and became a persistent critic of
his thought until his death. Throughout his career, Maulana Khan produced a
substantial corpus of religious literature that reflects his evolving theological and
intellectual positions. After distancing himself from Maududi, he briefly
affiliated with the Tablighi Jamaat, followed by a short-lived association with
Maulana Syed Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi, before ultimately adopting an
independent path of religious engagement. In his later writings, Maulana Khan
often positioned himself in contrast to both contemporary and classical scholars,
presenting his interpretations as distinct and, at times, singularly authoritative.
This study critically examines Mauladnaa Khan’s polemical discourse, particularly
his critiques of other religious figures, to better understand the epistemological
and hermeneutical foundations of his religious thought. The focus remains on his
ideological positions rather than personal polemics, offering an analysis of how
his critiques served to construct and legitimize his own interpretive framework

within modern Islamic discourse.
Keywords: Maulanaa Wahiduddin Khan, Maulanaa Mauduadj, criticism,

scholars, subcontinent

Summary of the article

This article provides a rigorous analytical examination of Maulani Wahiduddin
Khan (1925-2021), a prominent 20th-century Indian Muslim intellectual and
religious reformer, with particular focus on his critical stance toward traditional
Muslim thinkers (mufakkirin) and scholars (‘ulama’). The study traces the
evolution of Maulana Khan's intellectual journey and critiques the nature, tone,
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and implications of his polemical engagement with the religious discourse of his
time.

Initially influenced by the ideology of Maulana Sayyid Abii al-A la Mawdidi, Khan
Sahib spent nearly a decade in association with Jama ‘at-i Islami, only to part ways
due to ideological differences. His departure marked the beginning of a solitary
intellectual trajectory. He briefly affiliated with Da ‘wat o Tabligh—a non-political
missionary movement founded by Maulina Ilyas Kandhlawi—and later with
Maulana Abi al-Hasan ‘Ali Nadwi, but ultimately distanced himself from both.
Establishing his own platform, the Centre for Peace and Spirituality (CPS), and
launching the journal al-Risalah, he endeavoured to propagate his
reinterpretation of Islam through individualistic and non-confrontational da‘wah
(religious invitation).

The author contends that Maulana Khan’s approach was not merely independent
but often isolationist and sharply critical of mainstream Islamic thought. He
viewed almost all traditional Muslim leaders and scholars with suspicion and
frequently dismissed their contributions. Notably, he spared few of his
contemporaries or predecessors, directing sustained criticism at such towering
figures as Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah, Maulina Hamiduddin Farahi, Shah
Waliullah al-Dihlawi, Maulana Abi al-Kalam Azad, ‘Allamah Muhammad Iqbal,
Sayyid Sulayman Nadwi, Hasan al-Banna’, Sayyid Qutb, Maulana Amin Ahsan Islahi,
and especially Maulana Mawdidi, his former mentor and most frequent target.
The author argues that while Maulana Khan contributed important apologetic
works defending Islam in modern contexts —such as Science and Religion and
Religion and Modern Challenges—his aggressive tone and dismissive treatment of
revered Muslim thinkers often lacked scholarly nuance. His criticism was not
limited to ideas but sometimes extended to personal attacks, undermining his
own declared principle that criticism should be evidence-based (dalili) and
respectful of a Muslim’s honour ( ird).

Particularly contentious were his interpretations of [ihad, sabr (patience), and
‘amal-i dini (religious activism). He promoted a view of Islam that prioritized
peace, withdrawal from political activism, and avoidance of confrontation —even
in the face of oppression. This view led him to controversial positions on issues
such as the demolition of Babri Masjid, the Kashmir conflict, and communal
violence in India. In many cases, he placed the burden of blame upon the Muslim
community itself rather than critiquing aggressors such as RSS, BJP, or foreign
powers like Israel and America. His positions on Ghulam Ahmad Qadiyani, Sir
Sayyid Ahmad Khan, and Javed Ahmad Ghamidi reveal a distinct alignment with
reformist and rationalist strands often viewed critically by traditional scholars.
The article further delves into the emotional and sometimes satirical nature of
Khan Sahib’s writings. For instance, his description of Maulana Mawdidi in a
dream as a “short and stout man” serves not as a theological critique but as
character ridicule. He went so far as to call Mawdadi's exegesis Tafhim al-Qur’in
an example of tahrif (distortion), likening it to the exegetical errors of the
Qadiyanis. Critics such as Khiirshid Ahmad Nadim, ‘Ammar Khan Nasir, and Waris
Mazhari, themselves students or sympathizers of Maulina Khan, highlight these
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contradictions, pointing out that his criticism often violated his own stated
ethical boundaries for intellectual debate.

One of the most alarming tendencies noted in the article is Maulana Khan’s use of
prophetic traditions (ahddith) to frame many Muslim leaders as a ‘immat al-dalal
(misguiding imams), whose influence he claimed was more dangerous than that
of al-Dajjal. This application, interpreted by the author as excessively polemical,
aligns with a pattern of Maulania Khan viewing himself as a singular, divinely
guided authority whose views alone reflect “true Islam.”

Another point of contention lies in Khin Sihib’s favourable comparisons of
Orientalist works to those of traditional Sirah writers. He frequently praised
Western authors for their objective (mawdii 7) analysis of the Sirah of the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be on him), while dismissing Muslim biographers as
excessively devotional and uncritical.

In the closing sections, the article suggests that Maulina Khan's intellectual
contributions —though valuable in certain modernist and pacifist contexts —are
undermined by his psychologically reactive, emotionally charged, and frequently
dismissive tone toward the larger Islamic scholarly tradition. His alienation from
the Ummah and frequent complaints about the lack of recognition from his
contemporaries reflect a deeper tension between reformist self-perception and
traditional communal validation.
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