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Corpus Coranicum: Introduction and Analysis

Muhammad Samiullah®

ABSTRACT: Western studies of Qur’an have recently advanced from individual
research on Qur’an by shifting it into an institutional framework. Several
research projects have been started, mostly in Germany, that have multiple
objectives concerning studying the history of the Qur’anic text. Coranica, one of
the two main projects, aims at tracking the historical development of the
canonization of the Qur’anic text through the study of material evidence like
early Arabic correspondence, legal contracts and amulets on the one hand and
analysing the linguistic and religious milieu of the Qur’anic revelations and its
impact on the Qur’anic lexicon on the other. The objective of Corpus Coranicum,
the other main project, is to compile the material evidence for the history of
Qur’anic text, like the oldest extant manuscripts, Texts from the environment of
the Qur’an and variant readings into a database that would serve as the Critical
Edition of Qur’an. Other minor projects like Amari, Paleocoran and IranCoran are
meant to supplement the two main projects, particularly Corpus Coranicum,
through easing access to the oldest Qur’anic manuscripts and their paleographic
study. Modern scientific tools like Radiocarbon dating are also employed by
these projects to determine the age of old manuscripts. This article discusses the
history, motives, methodology, and organizational framework of contemporary
German projects on Qur’anic text. This study will acquaint and provide an
academic foundation to the scholars regarding Western academic contributions
and critiques on textual studies of Qur’an.

Keywords: History of Qur’anic text, manuscripts, environmental texts,
radiocarbon dating, palaeography, canonization.

Summery of the Article:

Historically, Western studies on the Qur’an and orientalist interactions were
predominantly conducted by individual researchers until the 20th century.
During this era, the concept of institutional Qur’anic research emerged, primarily
driven by the Australian-born American orientalist Arthur Jeffery and the
German orientalist Gotthelf Bergstrdsser. These two scholars initiated a
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collaborative research project in Germany aimed at producing a critical edition of
the Qur’an. Regrettably, their ambitious endeavour was cut short by
Bergstrasser's untimely death.

In the 21st century, research institutions in Germany and France have undertaken

several projects to study the Qur’an from various perspectives. Many of these
initiatives are led by third-generation students of Bergstrdsser, who carry
forward his scholarly legacy. These projects are interconnected, with the most
significant one being "Corpus Coranicum," which synthesizes findings from the
other projects.

Among the notable projects is "Amari," which has been completed, although
detailed information about it is scarce. Another significant project is "Coranica,"
managed by the Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Sciences (BBAW) in Germany
and the French Academy of Inscriptions and Belles-Lettres. This project, too, has
been completed. "Paleocoran," supported by DFG, BBAW, ANR, and the Collége
de France, is another completed project. The "Iran Coran' project, funded by
Germany's Federal Ministry of Education and Research and BBAW, has also
been completed. The central and ongoing project, "Corpus Coranicum," managed
by BBAW, leverages the discoveries and research outcomes from the other four
projects.

There are often misunderstandings concerning the role of Angelika Neuwirth.
Angelika and Nicolai Sinai founded the project in 2007. The sections on
manuscripts and variant readings, and other parts except the commentary, were
not carried out by Neuwirth and Sinai. These five databases were developed by
Michael Josef Marx. The most important database for this article is Manuscripta
Coranica, which is also edited by Michael Josef Marx, who has emphasized that
digital reference works need to be quoted.

"Corpus Coranicum" stands out for its extensive goals and complex methodology,
making it a landmark endeavour in Qur’anic studies. This project aims to
provide a critical edition of the Qur’an and serves as a repository of information
derived from other related projects. Given its scope and significance, a detailed
analysis of the completed projects and an initial examination of "Corpus
Coranicum" is essential.

The Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and Humanities (BBAW) plays a
pivotal role in these research initiatives. Established through a 1992 agreement
between Berlin and Brandenburg, BBAW has a history spanning three centuries.
Its mission includes addressing contemporary issues through long-term research
projects and fostering collaboration among experts in various disciplines. BBAW
manages numerous projects across different fields, supported by substantial
funding from both federal and state governments, as well as private entities. The
academy's distinguished members have included luminaries such as Albert
Einstein and Max Planck, with 80 Nobel Prize winners among its affiliates. The
institution aims to create a research environment where scientific and humanities
disciplines complement each other, a model that has been adopted by other
European countries. Another significant institution involved in Qur’anic studies



is the Académie des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres (AIBL), founded in 1663 in Paris.

AIBL focuses on the humanities, particularly ancient history, archaeology, and
linguistics. It plays a crucial role in advising governmental bodies on related
matters and publishes over 20 academic journals annually. The academy

comprises 55 French scholars and 40 foreign associate members, who collectively
select 100 corresponding members. AIBL holds weekly meetings from late

September to early July, which are open to both experts and the public. These
meetings serve as a platform for presenting and discussing new research
findings in history, archaeology, and linguistic studies.

This article provides a detailed introduction in Urdu to ensure that Muslim
research scholars in Pakistan and India understand the significance of this project
and contribute academically, whether through critique or analysis of the project's
objectives and findings. At the end of this article, suggestions are offered for
Muslim scholars to engage constructively with these research efforts. By
presenting this comprehensive overview in Urdu, the article aims to bridge the
gap between Western academic research and the scholarly community in South
Asia, fostering a deeper understanding and potential collaboration in Qur’anic

studies.
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TABLE 6.2 Fourteen carbon-dated manuscripts, listed according to the calculated time span
in increasing chronological order

No. Collection Manuscript Radioactive carbon Time span to Script
age in BP (= years which the car- (Déroche
before 1950) bon was dated  1g8g)

ince
1 Birmingham® 15728 [1456, z1], fol. 10r REE—645 higaszra
{Oxford labo- fol. 7
ratory)

2 Sanaa DAM 01-271 1440, 16 (fol 2}, 1404, GBo6—640 fljasr1
16 (fol. 11}, 1470, 16
(fol.13)

ol Berlin ms. or fol. 4313 142z, 1g (fol. =) Go6—GR2 fugasr i
1424, 19 (fol. 5)

4 Sanaa DAM 01-20.1 1378, 16 (fol. 7/8) Gag—66E hifasr
1400, 16 {fol. 13)

5 Tubingen Ma vii6s 1357, 24 (fol. 23), 1388, 649675 kaff Bia
z4 (fol. 28), 130, 24
(fol. 37)

] Leiden Cod. or. 14.545a 1335, 24 (fol. 4) GrRz—763 kaft Bib
1322, 24 (fol. 2/3)

7 Leiden Cod. or. 14.545b 1227, 24 (fol. 1) Grz—T63 kafi B 1a

Cod. or. 14.545C 1371, 24 (fol. 1)
B Leiden Or. Bz64 (papyrus) 1324, 24 Gr3—7TEG close to
kaft B 11

0 Berlin We. 111007 1200, 27 (fol. 21), 13, GEz—76g kaft B 1a
19 (fol. 104}, 1305, 10
(fol. 151)

10 Baorlin We. 111919 1288, 1g (fol. 13) Gro—76g e ft C 1nx

n Leiden Or. 6814 1247, 24 (fol. 6) GEo—T08 Kaft B 11
1256, 24 (fol. 28)

1= Stuttgart Sig. isl. 18 1233, z1 {fol. 1} Goo-877 kaft Bib

13 Munich Cod. arab. 256g 1227, 21 { fragment 1) 720880 K ft D v
121, 24 (fragment 2

14 Munich Cod. arab. 2817 1210, 21 (fol g} 725—886 Kafi D v
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The material in the present volume is offered to students of Islam as a
contribution to the problem of the history of the Quran text. For many
years, the present writer has been collecting materials for a critical text of
the Quran and in 1926 agreed with the late Prof. BERGSTRASSER to

collaborate in the much bigger task of preparing an archive of materials
from which it might be some day possible to write the history of the
development of the Quranic text. It is hoped that it will be possible to
publish shortly, as one step in that plan, a text of the Quran with
apparatus criticus giving the writer’s collections of textual variants
gathered from the commentaries, Lexicon, Qiraat books and such
sources. *¥
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