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The Prophetic Command to Avoid the Bible
(Authenticity, Wisdom, Meaning and Relvent
Discussions)

Muhammad Abdullah Shariq@

ABSTRACT According to some hadiths, Prophet Muhammad (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) forbade one of his companions, Hazrat Umar Ibn
Khattab, from studying the Bible. These hadiths are the field of scholarly

discourse among the scholars of Islam-Some modern scholars have rejected these
hadiths saying that they are not proven by reliable sources, but authentic Islamic
researchers of the past and present accepted these hadiths and did not consider
the attitude of authenticating them to be correct. If viewed objectively, it is the
second attitude that is correct. However, what was the reason for this prohibition
of Prophet Muhammad (may Allah bless him and grant him peace), is another
dilemma that occurred to Islamic scholars in this chapter, from the great
commentator of hadith, Hafiz Ibn Hajar Asqalani, to the famous historian of the
recent past, Shibli Nomani, they seem confused in this debate and they could not
give any proper justification for this prohibition. In this paper, the author has
clarified the authentic position of the relevant hadiths and also discussed their
correct justification. And it has been stated that the reason for this prohibition is
very clear and unambiguous, which is clearly indicated by the words of the
relevant hadiths themselves. Also, what should be the right attitude in terms of
rejecting or accepting the Bible quotes, in some of the Prophetic hadiths, there are
some manners and points mentioned in this regard, which, unfortunately, are
badly neglected by some modern Muslim writers. Thus, they reflect an
unmoderate attitude of denial or acception when speaking from the Bible. The
author also mentions his warning about the text of Sayyid Maududi in reference
to the Bible and then his experience in in refrence to it, and also his
correspondence with the editors of some religious magazines in which some of
his irresponsible comments regarding the Bible were criticized. The author has also
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mentioned his impression with reference to Syed Sulaiman Nadvi's book "Sermons of
Madras". Illusions have also been resolved here with reference to some
problematic hadithes of Abdullah ibn Salam and Abu Jalad al-Juni regarding the
recitation of the Taurah.

Key words: Bible, Taurah, Hazrat Umar Ibn Khatab, Ahle Kitab, Yahood,

Ibn Hajr Asqalani, Albani, Shibli Numani, Maktoob, Mukhtar Farooqi.

Summary of the Article

According to some narrations, Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)
prohibited his companion Hazrat Umar ibn Khattab from studying the Bible.
This tradition has long been a field of exploration for Muslim scholars of great
credibility.

The first question pertains to the documentary evidence of this tradition. If
various documents of this narration are separately examined, according to the
scholars, there seems to be some weakness in its chain of transmission. However,
when all these different documents are collectively presented, along with those
through whom this narration has been transmitted, then its outright rejection
does not seem plausible. Just like individual threads have less strength, but if
they are woven together, they form a strong rope. Some new authors have
considered the first aspect of this hadith in the light of the statements of the
hadith scholars, but they have disregarded the second aspect. The writer has
cited the documentary status of this narration with reference to the hadith expert
Hafiz Ibn Hajar Asqalani, and after discussing various chains of narration of this
narration with reference to Sheikh Al-Albani, he has also mentioned Sheikh Al-
Albani's overall impression of this narration in his own words. Instead of relying
solely on Sheikh Al-Albani's statements about the authenticity of the narrations,
some additions have also been made to it. With this discussion, it has been made
clear that it is not correct to consider this hadith weak or invalid overall
according to the principles of hadith.

The second question regarding this tradition is whether this opposition
mentioned in the tradition is absolute or conditional? The author has pointed out
that taking this opposition as absolute is not possible, neither will other texts of
the Quran and Hadith confirm it, nor perhaps any of the scholars agree with it.
The substantial research of Islamic scholars with reference to the Bible is
sufficient to indicate that this opposition was not absolute in their view, but
rather had a specific context. However, what is that specific context that entails
avoiding and abstaining from the Bible, there are various interpretations among
scholars on this reference. In this regard, the author has mentioned some
excerpts from Zarkashi, Ibn Hajar Asqalani, and Shibli Naumani and has cited
some points regarding the substance presented by them, and relatively expressed
inclination towards the opinion of Zarkashi. The author has delineated two
wisdoms of the prophetic command to avoid the Bible. It is evident from the
clues that Hazrat Umar was reading the Bible either as a divine book for worship
or to obtain some lessons of goodness, while the Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him) warned Hazrat Umar that the Torah and the Gospel had been
abrogated, so it was not correct for him to read them for that purpose. Now, only



the Quran is to be read for worship. The command to avoid the Bible was not
intended for research purposes. The Torah and the Gospel can be read for
various research and invitation purposes, but there are also some etiquettes
mentioned in other Hadiths of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)
regarding them.

A fundamental principle of education is that until there is clear
confirmation or negation of any matter from the narratives of Torah,
Gospel, or the People of the Book in our Shariah, one should refrain from
affirming or negating it, and instead adopt complete suspension and
silence in reference to it. Affirming or negating their statements based on
arbitrary or fixed norms can be extremely dangerous from a religious
credibility standpoint. However, those aspects of Torah, Gospel, or the
narratives of the People of the Book that are harmless from an Islamic
perspective and from which enthusiasm for repentance, seeking
forgiveness, obedience, etc., arises, can be transmitted. To understand and
comprehend the origin and will of God, now only the Quran and the
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), the possessor of the Quran,
are the ultimate sources. All other means are questionable and dubious. It
is also the subject of discussion in the article that the misunderstanding is
not only limited to the interpretation and translation of the people of the
book, but it can also exist within the original texts of the Bible. Therefore,
it is necessary to adopt a cautious approach while making any comments
or interpretations with reference to it.

The author demonstrated with some historical references that the
resistance against the prophetic tradition had a lasting impact on Hazrat
Umar's life, and he himself would continually remind and admonish
other Muslims with this reference. The article clarifies that modern
scholars who present research based on the Bible have generally
overlooked the prophetic etiquettes and behaviors, neglecting to
practically apply them. Instead of emphasizing the teachings and
etiquettes that Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) earnestly
conveyed to the ummah, they often engage in irresponsible commentary
in place of silence. The writer has referenced his warning about a text of
Sayyid Maududi in reference to the Bible and then his experience in in
refrence to it. The author has also mentioned his impression with
reference to Syed Sulaiman Nadvi's book "Kutbat e Madras" and has
marked some of its merits and demerits.

And also refrenced a letter written to an editor of magzine, Engineer Mukhtar
Farooqi. In this letter, certain irresponsible statements and interpretations of the
editor were criticized, with reference to the statements of the Bible. This letter
was published in the same magazine several years ago. This letter is just one
example of how our modern authors demonstrate irresponsibility with reference
to the Bible and disregard the emphatic instructions of the Holy Prophet
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Muhammad (peace be upon him). The article quotes some important passages
from this letter. The prophetic command to avoid the Bible is considered
regulatory rather than a mere recommendation. Zarkashi has expressed a
preference for prohibition, and the author has endorsed it as well, while Ibn
Hajar has interpreted this resistance as an act of recommendation. However, the
texts of traditions and the prophetic admonitions mentioned therein demand
prohibition rather than mere avoidance. The article also discusses this aspect.
Zarkashi has deemed the command to avoid the Bible as a collective decision
upon which the consensus of the Muslim community rests. The article under the
final subheading suggests that the essence and crux of all celestial scriptures are
now in the Quran. Whoever wants to observe the lives of previous prophets or
their teachings should read the Quran and connect themselves with it. The writer
also referenced specific chapters of the Quran, which mention previous prophets
or refer to the scriptures revealed upon them, to discuss them in detail. In this
article, illusions have also been resolved here with reference to some problematic
hadithes of Abdullah ibn Salam and Abu Jalad al-Juni regarding the
recitation of the Taurah.
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