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The Chastity of the Prophet Muhammad (peace
be on him) and his wives with Reference to Sir
Syed’s book ‘Azwaj-i Mutahharat’

Mohammad Mubeen Saleem®

ABSTRACT: During the British colonial era, some Orientalists and priests raised
doubts on the character, chastity and good conduct of the Prophet Muhammad
(peace be on him) due to his many wives. In particular, a Christian priest,
Ahmad Shah Shaik, wrote a book entitled Ummahat al-Mu 'minin and claimed that
it contains the complete answer to the apologias and excuses of Muslim scholars
on the topic. In this, the priest acted with ill manners and bad language
regarding the Messenger of Allah (peace be on him) and the married couples.
First, he made general objections to polygamy, the polygamous marriage of the
Prophet Muhammad (peace be on him) with the mothers of the believers, and
then he targeted the married couples one by one. Sir Syed (YAYY-1A%A) was a
Muslim writer with a rational, objective, scientific and logical thought of the
colonial period. He wrote the book entitled Azvdj-i Mutahharat, Jawab Ummahat al-
Mu minin in response to the priest. He answered the doubts about the Messenger
of Allah (peace be on him). First, he wrote about the general objections and gave
the reasoned answers. Secondly, he gave a brief introduction to the pious
couples, and then he provided answers to the doubters in their own style and
methodology of academic writing. In this study, the chastity of the Messenger of
Allah (peace be on him)in polygamous marriage has been discussed. The
analysis of Qur’anic verses, narrations, answers and investigations of Sir Syed on
the topic is presented. This paper explores Sir Syed’s solutions to problems and
doubts about the chastity of the Prophet (peace be on him) due to his multiple
pious wives with reference to Azvdj-i Mutahharat, Jawab Ummahat al-Mu 'minin.
Keywords: Chastity of the Prophet Muhammad, polygamous marriage, Azvij-i
Mutahharat, Sir Syed.
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Summary of the Article

The attribute of the Messenger of Allah (peace be on him) is chastity and
modesty. He is a model of good ethics. He is free from immorality, bad
character and obscenity. The Messenger of Allah does not do anything that
tarnishes his personality and brings disrepute to society. Chastity stands
for a well-established disposition which binds a person to virtues. This is a
natural power that prevents man from bad character and vices. The
Messenger of Allah was given this quality, and it was associated with him
throughout his life.

He married many times, no friend or enemy of that time objected to him
due to polygamous marriage, and no one considered it against chastity.
The opponents made other accusations and slanders, but no one put a stain
on his chastity for this reason. But in the British colonial period, some
Orientalists and priests raised doubts about the modesty of the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be on him) due to his many wives. In response to a
Christian priest, Ahmad Shah Shaik, Sir Syed (1817-1898) wrote Azvdj-i
Mutahharat. He solved doubts and cleared all objections scientifically,
analysing all Qur-anic verses, traditions of the Prophet and exegeses of the
interpreters presented by the priest in support of his claim.

This book was published by Trade Press Aligarh without a publication
date. ¥4k 3133(Azwij-i Mutahhardt) in Arabic is engraved on the cover.

These words are mentioned in three chapters of the Quran, Al-Bagarah: 25,
Ali- ‘Imran: 15, Al-Nisa 57. He intended by this to draw attention to the fact
that the Messenger of Allah (peace be on him) and the mothers of the
Believers are free from accusations, slanders and suspicions.

Sir Syed carried out meticulous research; he checked interpretations,
traditions, and opinions and then differentiated authentic from weak or
spurious. He distinguished between acceptable and unacceptable ones. He
provided answers by presenting strong arguments.

He answered the doubts about the Messenger of Allah (peace be on him) in
the same order as used by the priest. He wrote on the common objections,
and then he gave a brief introduction to the wives of the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be on him) and reasoned answers to the objections
against them.

First, he vindicated polygamy. After that, he discussed the chastity of the
Prophets and said that Prophets have qualities that the highest human
beings should have, and they can be divided into three types. The first is in
the personality of the Prophets (peace be upon them), like truth, honesty,
Righteousness, Respect, Dignity, good Ethics, etc., by which a person is
considered honourable, dignified and respected in his nation or society.
Secondly, the Prophets should not engage in such actions that are harmful
and cause humiliation in their nation or society, because with such actions,
they do not deserve to be respected by the people and considered by them
as compassionate and righteous reformers. Thirdly, the actions which the
Prophets describe as sins and they warn people from them should not be
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involved in these actions themselves. Sayings and deeds should
complement each other. Both internal and external affairs must be the
same; otherwise, they would not be able to advise people of what they are
afflicted with, so this is the meaning of the prophets' infallibility that they
are exempt from these three weaknesses.
The Messenger of Allah (peace be on him) is chaste and modest. The
marriage was performed by observing the rules of marriage, but some
people try to explain polygamous marriage of the Prophet as a means of
indulging in sexual desires. Sir Syed gives a very good answer and writes:
"The aim of the opponents of Islam with all these objections is to accuse the
Messenger of Allah (peace be on him) of fulfilling his carnal indulgence.
But who can accept this allegation as true after knowing the rules of
marriage in the Holy Qur’an regarding the Prophet (peace be on him)?
There is a verse in Strah Al-Ahzab “No other women are lawful to you
after this, nor are you allowed to have other wives instead of them, even if
their beauty may be very pleasing to you” (Al-Qur’an 33:52). Therefore, a
person who wishes to fulfill his carnal desires only can put such
restrictions on himself that neither he can get a new wife in his marriage
nor can he get other wives in exchange for them. So, what is the wrong
idea that the objectors have about the Holy Prophet (peace be on him)?
According to this verse, it was not permissible for the Prophet (peace be on
him) to divorce any of his wives, which is completely contrary to the
fulfilment of sexual desires.
Sir Syed does not accept that polygamy is against chastity; the only thing
needed is the limitation of the number of wives, and this is done by Islam,
so this is the right rule. Then he argues for the following;:

¢ Reasoning based on historical and sociological evidence.

e Reasoning based on the teachings found in the religion of the

objector.
e Reasoning based on the binding law which is applicable after the
date of issue.
e Reasoning is based on the authenticity of the traditions.

It is very clear from the study that Prophet Muhammad (peace be on
him) is chaste and modest. The allegation of selfishness and sexual desires due to
marrying multiple wives is baseless. There is no rational or scientific basis for it.
The Messenger of Allah (peace be on him) is free from allegations raised against
him. Sir Syed's quality is to satisfy rationally, and he is successful in this regard.
In modern times, such allegations are brought to light again. Suspicions arise in
common minds. Sir Syed's answers are very important in clearing such doubts
and suspicions. They provide rational and intellectual foundations. They provide
reason-based information regarding the chastity of the Prophet Muhammad
(peace be on him). Hence, the study of this book is of great importance even

today.
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