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Managqib-i  Fakhriyyah: Introduction and

Significance
Uzma Aziz Khan®

ABSTRACT: The article presents a critical academic examination of Managib-i
Fakhriyyah, the only surviving Persian prose work authored by Nawwab ‘Imad
al-Mulk Ghazi al-Din Khan Nizam (d. 1215 AH / 1795 CE), a distinguished
political, intellectual, and spiritual figure of 18th-century South Asia. As a
devoted disciple and khalifa of Khwaja Fakhr-i Jahan Dihlaw1 (d. 1199 AH / 1784
CE), a prominent Shaykh of the Chishti-Nizami Sufi order, Nizam composed this
five-chapter tadhkirah to document the life, teachings, spiritual lineage, and
mystical experiences of his master. The text not only highlights Fakhr-e Jahan's
personal and spiritual attributes, his mystical states (shwal), and miracles
(karamat), but also contextualizes the Chishti-Nizami tradition within the socio-
political and literary fabric of late Mughal India. This research explores both the
historical significance and the literary elegance of Mandgqib-i Fakhriyyah, arguing
that the work fills critical gaps in existing biographical and hagiographical
records of the Chishti Silsila. The article underscores the unique eyewitness
authority of the author, offering firsthand insights into Sufi pedagogy, sama "
practices, and spiritual discipline. Additionally, the study reveals how the text
preserves underexplored facets of Indo-Islamic culture, especially the
intertwined roles of political power, poetic expression, and mystical devotion.
Through detailed content analysis and contextual interpretation, this paper
affirms the enduring value of Mandgqib-i Fakhriyyah as a key historical source for
understanding the evolution of South Asian Sufism, particularly the Chishti-
Nizami branch.

Keywords: Managib-i Fakhriya, Chishti-Nizami Order, Indo-Persian history, Sufi
pedagogy, sama’, spiritual biography,

Summary of the Article

This research article offers a comprehensive and scholarly analysis of Managib-i
Fakhriyyah, a Persian prose hagiography authored by Nawwab ‘Imad al-Mulk
Ghazi al-Din Khan Nizam (d. 1215 AH / 1795 CE). Nizam, a towering figure in the
political and intellectual history of the Indian subcontinent during the 12th-13th
century Hijri (18th century CE), was also a spiritual heir (khalifa) of the eminent
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Chishti-Nizami Shaykh, Khwaja Fakhr-e Jahan Dihlawi. The article explores the
content, structure, spiritual import, and historical relevance of this tadhkirah,
emphasizing its unique value as a primary source for reconstructing aspects of
Indo-Sufi history.
Author’s Background
Nizam, whose full name was Mir Shahab al-Din, was known by his lagab ‘Imad
al-Mulk Ghazi al-Din Khan Bahadur Firtz Jang III, and his pen-name (takhallus)
was Nizam. He hailed from a lineage of Mughal aristocrats deeply entrenched in
the political and military structures of the empire, especially connected with the
royal courts of Delhi and the princely state of Hyderabad Deccan. His literary,
scholarly, and spiritual pursuits reflect the polymathic character of many Muslim
nobles of his era. His skills spanned the memorization of the Qur’an, theology
(‘ulium nagliya), philosophy (‘ulium ‘agliya), calligraphy, music, poetry, and even
military arts.
Structure and Content of the book: Managqib-i Fakhriyyaa
Composed in 12001 AH (1786 CE), Manaqib-i Fakhriyyah is divided into five
chapters, each dealing with a specific dimension of Khwaja Fakhr-e Jahan's life
and Sufi practice:
1. First Chapter:
It documents the genealogical background of Fakhr-e Jahan, his familial
connections to major Sufi figures like Shaykh Kalimullah Jahanbadi, and
his early mystical experiences. Nizam provides rich detail about his
teacher’s piety, spiritual lineage, personal conduct, and karamat, many
of which he witnessed.
2. Second Chapter:
This section highlights the ethical and behavioural dimensions of Fakhr-
e Jahan, including his humility, simplicity, hospitality, and generosity.
Particular attention is paid to his dignified demeanour, etiquette in social
gatherings, and adherence to Sunnah.
3. Third Chapter:
This chapter consolidates specific miraculous events and kashf
(unveilings) experienced by the Shaykh, with many anecdotes drawn
from Nizam’s direct encounters. It includes healing incidents, foretelling
of future events, and inner spiritual perceptions.
4. Fourth Chapter:
Given the Chishti-Nizami emphasis on sama’, this section elucidates the
aesthetics, ethics, and spiritual significance of listening to devotional
music. Nizam articulates the metaphysical impact of music on the soul,
describes etiquette in musical gatherings, and defends samai-
theologically against its detractors.
5. Fifth Chapter:
The final section addresses the training methods employed by Fakhr-e
Jahan for his disciples. It includes spiritual exercises, recitations, litanies,
meditative disciplines, and the criteria for bestowing khilafah. It also



(AN

details how the Shaykh would tailor instructions based on each disciple’s

spiritual capacity.
Literary and Mystical Style
Nizam’s style is simultaneously scholarly and emotionally charged. As both a
poet and a prose stylist, he blends straightforward narrative with ecstatic
expressions of devotion and metaphorical language. At times, his prose assumes
a poetic rhythm, especially in passages extolling the virtues of his master. His
work also includes quotations from Qur’an, hadith, and Persian poetry,
enriching its intertextual and theological dimensions.
Significance of the Work
Manaqib-i Fakhriyyah is more than a hagiography —it is a socio-cultural chronicle
that preserves the ethos of late Mughal Sufism. It offers rare and authentic
insight into the second phase of the Chishti-Nizami order, a tradition that had
significant influence in Hyderabad, Delhi, and other parts of the subcontinent.
Nizam’s account remains valuable for historians, theologians, and scholars of
Islamic mysticism, particularly because it records information unavailable in
other Sufi tadhkiras. It is also crucial for tracing the spiritual and social networks
of the Chishti order, including interactions with Mughal emperors and poets like
Mirza Ghalib, Zauq, and others. The article also reflects on the later publication
history of Managqib-t Fakhriyyah, particularly its 1315 AH Urdu translation
published by Matba‘' Ahmadi, Delhi. The text of the book is invaluable not only
for spiritual seekers but also for scholars aiming to understand the dynamics of
Sufi networks, Indo-Persian literary heritage, and the cultural landscape of early

modern South Asia.
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