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Islamic Concept of Peace and its application in
Pakistan: Challenges and Prospects

Tahira Ifraq®

ABSTRACT: Islam places a strong emphasis on the concept of peace and has
provided a comprehensive code of conduct for achieving it. Peace is seen as a
catalyst for positive change within societies. While cultural and civilization
differences can influence behavior, attitudes, and ways of thinking, these
differences should not be considered as decisive as they are often perceived.
Human beings should strive to understand each other. The Quran encourages
harmony and dialogue between different traditions and cultures, offering a space
for cooperation and conversation. Bridging the gaps between traditions and
cultures can create an atmosphere of concord and facilitate the resolution of
conflicts and disputes.

In Pakistan, extremism and hatred have assumed alarming proportions. The
roots of growing extremism in Pakistan cannot be attributed to a single element;
rather, a multitude of internal and external factors have played a role in it. The
internal political, educational, and economic situation, along with the lack of law
enforcement, contributes to the worsening issues in Pakistan. At the international
level, Pakistan's involvement in wars, resentment from the West, clashes of
cultures, and other issues have further deteriorated the country's economic and
political conditions. The impact of all these situations on the general public leads
to the development of extremist ideologies. The concept of peace emerges as a
guiding light for humanity. The initial section of this article delves into the
profound teachings of Islam, unraveling the intricate layers of peace as
elucidated by the divine sources. The second part confronts the challenges
woven into the fabric of Pakistani society when attempting to manifest the ideals
of peace. It navigates through the complexities, shedding light on the hurdles
that obstruct the realization of peace in the local context. The concluding part of
the article presents potential solutions and prospects, painting a tapestry of
possibilities for cultivating peace within the unique sociopolitical landscape of
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Pakistan. This final section invites reflection on the transformative power of
Islamic principles in overcoming the obstacles towards a harmonious and
tranquil society.

This article weaves together the spiritual richness of Islamic teachings, the
current challenges faced in Pakistan, and the optimistic pathways forward,
creating a harmonious balance that resonates with the quest for enduring peace.
Key Words: Peace, Islam, Pakistan, Extremism, Terrorism, Radicalism, Dialogue,
Conflict resolution, Peace-building, Education
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Summary of the Article

The concept of peace in human history is as ancient as that of war, and efforts to
bring an end to wars have persistently continued. Conditions of insecurity and
conflict cannot be accepted as a permanent foundation in any human society.
Only in unavoidable circumstances, peace is abandoned, and the path of war or
conflict is reluctantly adopted. In the West, there is an influence regarding Islam
that suggests Islam has spread through the force of the sword, although this is
not a factual reality; it is merely a misconception. Islam has always been a
religion of love, peace, and brotherhood from its inception.

In this era of violence and extremism, the importance of highlighting Islamic
principles and roles has increased. This is why Muslim scholars and intellectuals
have endeavored to reintroduce the fundamental characteristics of Islam to the
world. For a considerable period, Muslim thinkers did not feel the need to
present Islam and the Islamic system in this manner.

The concept of objectives in Islamic law is very comprehensive. The
understanding of objectives in the light of Islamic law involves considering the
greater interests of humanity after observing the specific conditions and events of
a society. The natural impact on the laws and their implementation of both
internal and external politics is inevitable.

One significant reason for associating violence with Islam is that the martial
aspects of Islam have been consistently highlighted, while the theories of peace
have not been given equal attention. Islam emphasizes balance, and this
equilibrium should be evident in all aspects of life. Islam is a religion of peace,
tranquility, and security. The concept of peace is intricately integrated into its
teachings, offering a comprehensive framework for positive societal
transformation.

In Pakistan, extremism and hatred have assumed alarming proportions. Various
issues continue to emerge concerning Pakistan's religious and political identity.
The rise of individuals with extremist religious ideologies is primarily attributed
to an incomplete understanding of religion and the specific rhetoric of religious
leaders. Events and particularly acts of violence fueled by using religion as a
basis are moments of intellectual concern. It is imperative to curb such
deplorable and condemnable events. The escalating extremism and hatred are
not solely connected to religion; rather, they involve numerous factors such as
the lack of law enforcement, the absence of justice, distrust in institutions, and
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more. Social media platforms and websites are being increasingly utilized to
promote extremism and hatred.

The roots of growing extremism in Pakistan cannot be attributed to a single
element; rather, a multitude of internal and external factors have played a role in
it. The internal political, educational, and economic situations, along with the
lack of law enforcement, contribute to the worsening issues in Pakistan. At the
international level, Pakistan's involvement in wars, resentment from the West,
clashes of cultures, and other issues have further deteriorated the country's
economic and political conditions. The impact of all these situations on the
general public leads to the development of extremist ideologies.

During the era of neo-imperialism, not only were Muslim states devastated, but
Muslim societies, Islamic culture, and institutions also suffered irreparable
losses. Institutions reflecting Islamic culture were either completely eradicated or
transformed. Ordinary Muslims found themselves detached from their heritage.
Social fragmentation, uncertainty, and a lack of trust began to rise within Muslim
societies, leading to the emergence of tendencies such as extremism,
fundamentalism, sectarianism, and religious fanaticism.

To appease the neo-imperialist forces, some groups resorted to religion,
sectarianism, and racial discrimination, while others adopted secular ideologies.
In the struggle for power, common Muslims became disconnected from their
roots.

Allama Igbal emphasized the need for a new formation of Muslim society.
According to him, this new formation should align with the Quran and Sunnah
model. After gaining independence from neo-imperialist powers, Muslims have
become part of modern democratic societies. However, they still maintain a
connection with their religion. Understanding this reality is crucial for the new
formation of Muslim societies.

To bring Pakistani society on the right track, Islamic traditions should be the
foundation. The founder of Pakistan envisioned establishing a new Islamic
society. The dream of the founder remains incomplete. In the light of the Seerah-
al-Nabi (PBUH), Pakistan needs to build a new Islamic society that can serve as a
model for other Muslim nations.

Muslim scholars and jurists, while explaining texts, should not only delve into
the depth, complexity, intricacy, and rationality of the texts but also make clear
the nuances in their interpretations. This is essential to facilitate a comprehensive
understanding of the differences in interpretations. Similarly, the virtues of
Islamic culture and civilization should be presented before people, portraying an
image of a peaceful and beautiful Islamic society that embraces new ideas and
concepts with open-mindedness.

In reality, presenting an image of a peaceful Islamic society is crucial because the
Islamic world did not face such issues before, where their beliefs, social norms,
and behaviors were associated with violence and extremism. Therefore, it is
necessary to display the peaceful face of Islamic society to the world. This is
especially important in a world where their beliefs, social norms, and behaviors
were not previously associated with violence and extremism.
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Muslim scholars and thinkers have recognized the adaptability of human
societies and accepted the reality that human life undergoes changes with
evolving circumstances. This understanding has led to ongoing discussions
regarding the reconstruction and formation of new human societies. Islamic
principles, providing guidance on contemporary issues, follow the philosophy
that the solution to emerging challenges for Muslims and Muslim societies
should be presented considering the current realities.

Islamic jurisprudence should engage with contemporary realities in a way that
bridges the gap between traditional figh (jurisprudence) and the needs of
modern Muslim societies. Therefore, the reconstruction of Pakistani society is
imperative, and for this, building on Islamic traditions and values while
adapting them to the necessities of modern Muslim societies is necessary. The
process of reshaping society requires taking steps toward a new formation while
considering the traditional practices and symbols.

In essence, it involves embarking on a journey from the past through the present
towards the future in a manner that uses Islamic traditions and principles as a
foundation. The goal is to address emerging issues in the light of current
circumstances, search for solutions in the radiance of new situations, and then
formulate a code of conduct for the future.

To establish peace in Pakistani society, attention needs to be focused on the
following matters:

V. Promotion of Religious Harmony and Tolerance: Islam not only emphasizes
religious tolerance and harmony but also acknowledges and accepts diversity.
Diversity, in the form of differences, is a natural phenomenon, and it plays a
crucial role in the progress and elevation of religions. The existence of multiple
religions and traditions enhances the significance of religion for human societies.
To curb the growing sectarianism in Pakistani society, there is a dire need to
promote religious harmony and tolerance. In pursuit of this objective, training
programs should be organized for scholars and other responsible individuals.
Mosques and religious schools should be brought under government
supervision. Additionally, the role of educators in schools, colleges, and
universities is vital in this regard.

Y. Promotion of Interfaith Harmony and Dialogue: Pakistan is predominantly
Muslim, but the presence of non-Muslim minorities cannot be denied. Minorities
that are part of the Pakistani state enjoy the protection of all rights under the
Constitution of Pakistan. They have social and societal acceptance and are
entitled to respect and dignity. Initiatives to understand each other through
dialogue are essential to finding positive solutions to many issues. Meaningful
conversations among people of different religions and cultures can lead to better
understanding.

It is necessary to ensure that dialogue serves the purpose of understanding
rather than convincing or converting others. Even if agreement is not
immediately reached on someone's beliefs or ideologies, the process of dialogue
can lead to mutual understanding. The promotion of interfaith harmony in
Pakistan will play a crucial role in reducing hatred and divisions. Islamic
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teachings also emphasize dialogue and discussions with people of other
religions.

¥. Women's Inclusion in Pakistani society: There are significant challenges
related to gender, leading to numerous issues. A particular perspective
undermining women's participation discourages progress in their national,
social, and economic lives. Pakistan has its unique cultural background, where
cultural and traditional perspectives of religions other than Islam have deeply
influenced society. Despite being a Muslim-majority country, substantial efforts
are still required to overcome the hurdles of these influences.

While laws have been enacted to provide women with certain rights, practical
efforts are crucial for the effective implementation of these rights. In this context,
the role of women is of utmost importance. They should strive to be aware of
their rights and, recognizing the significance of their existence, play a positive
role in national life.

¢, Effective Implementation of Law and Provision of Justice: The enforcement
and efficacy of law are fundamental to the progress and peace of any society.
Weaknesses in the legal system and the failure of institutions responsible for
implementing the law undermine the strength of the state. In Pakistan, the
enforcement of the law is notably weak, depriving people of access to justice. The
frailty of the judicial and justice system gives rise to negative outcomes, leading
individuals to take the law into their own hands, deteriorating the overall
security situation. Ensuring the protection of the law and its progression is
essential for establishing and maintaining peace. Achieving this goal also
necessitates a focus on education and training.
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