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Qualities of a Successful Leader Mentioned in

the Holy Qur’an: A Case Study of the Story of
Prophet Solomon (peace be on him)
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ABSTRACT: To live in a human society and to maintain order and justice in the
society, it is necessary to have leadership. The importance of leadership in Islam
is clear from the saying of the Holy Prophet (peace be on him), which is quoted
by Imaam Abt Dawiud in his al-Sunan: When all three of you go on a journey, make
one of you your leader. Leadership is a vital aspect of human civilization, and the
Holy Qur’an provides profound insights into the qualities of a successful leader
through the stories of prophets. This study examines the leadership traits of
Prophet Solomon (peace be on him) as mentioned in the Qur’an, highlighting his
wisdom, justice, communication skills, strategic thinking, and humility before
Allah. Prophet Solomon’s rule was marked by exceptional governance,
administrative excellence, and a strong sense of responsibility toward his people
and creatures under his authority. His ability to listen, make informed decisions,
and maintain balance between power and faith serves as a model for effective
leadership. The study explores how his qualities align with modern leadership
principles and their relevance in contemporary governance. By analysing
Qur’anic verses and historical interpretations, this research emphasizes the
timeless nature of Islamic leadership ethics and their application in today’s
world.
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Summary of the article:

This scholarly article investigates the Qur’anic paradigm of leadership through
an in-depth case study of Prophet Solomon (peace be upon him). Anchored in
Islamic theology and ethics, the paper examines the traits that made Solomon an
exemplary leader, aiming to articulate a framework for effective leadership
rooted in divine guidance, ethical governance, and practical wisdom. The
following are the key attributes of Prophet Solomon’s leadership as mentioned in
the Qur’an:

1. Divine Wisdom and Intelligence

Prophet Solomon was granted exceptional wisdom and intelligence by Allah,
which enabled him to rule justly and make fair judgments. His wisdom was
evident in the famous case of two women claiming to be the mother of a child.
When both women presented their case before him, he proposed to cut the child
in half and give each woman a portion. Upon hearing this, the real mother
immediately objected and preferred to give up her claim to save the child,
revealing herself as the true mother. This ruling showcased Solomon’s deep
understanding of human emotions and his ability to discern the truth. (Al-
Qur’an, 27:15)

2. Effective Communication and Diplomacy

Prophet Solomon possessed the ability to communicate with animals and birds,
an extraordinary skill that enhanced his leadership. His conversation with an ant
is mentioned in the Qur’an, where he overheard an ant warning its colony about
his approaching army. Instead of dismissing it, he smiled and thanked Allah,
showing his humility and attentiveness (Al-Qur’an, 27:18-19). Another example of
his diplomacy was his interaction with the Queen of Sheba (Bilqis). Instead of
attacking her kingdom, he sent a letter inviting her to embrace Islam. His calm,
rational, and diplomatic approach eventually led to her conversion to
monotheism. This shows his ability to resolve conflicts peacefully rather than
through war, emphasizing persuasion over force. (Al-Qur’an, 27:29-44)

3. Justice and Compassion in Leadership

Justice was a fundamental aspect of Prophet Solomon’s rule. He ensured fairness
in his governance and upheld the rights of both humans and animals. His justice
was not limited to judicial rulings but extended to fair treatment of all creatures
under his rule, including jinn and animals. He also ensured that his decisions
were guided by divine principles, reflecting the Islamic value that leaders should
be just and accountable to Allah. (Al-Qur’an, 38:26)

4. Command Over a Vast Kingdom and Strategic Planning

Allah granted Prophet Solomon control over the wind, jinn, and animals, making
his kingdom one of the most powerful in history. Despite this power, he
remained humble and used his authority wisely. For example, he assigned the
jinn to build massive structures and harnessed the wind to travel swiftly, using
these resources to enhance the prosperity of his people. His ability to delegate
tasks and manage diverse groups effectively demonstrates his strategic
leadership skills. (Al-Qur’an, 34:12-14)



5. Gratitude and Dependence on Allah

Despite his vast power and wealth, Prophet Solomon never became arrogant.
Instead, he constantly expressed gratitude to Allah and acknowledged that all
his success was due to divine blessings. When he witnessed the power of his
army and resources, he made dua (prayer) asking Allah to grant him the ability
to remain thankful and to perform righteous deeds. (Al-Qur’an, 27:19) This aspect
of his leadership teaches that true leaders should be humble and acknowledge
their dependence on Allah rather than becoming proud and self-centred.

6. Fair Treatment of Subordinates and Animals

One of the most striking aspects of Prophet Solomon’s leadership was his
concern for the welfare of all living beings. His treatment of his hoopoe bird
(Hudhud) exemplifies this trait. When Hudhud was missing from his army,
Prophet Solomon did not immediately punish it but rather sought an explanation
first. When the bird brought him valuable intelligence about the Queen of Sheba,
he appreciated its effort instead of belittling it. (Al-Qur’an, 27:20-22)

The article posits Prophet Solomon as the Qur’anic archetype of successful
leadership. His qualities — encompassing knowledge, justice, humility,
foresight, communication, and strategic planning — converge to construct a
timeless model relevant to both Islamic political thought and contemporary
leadership paradigms. The research underscores that leadership in Islam is not
merely a political function but a moral and spiritual mandate grounded in
servitude to Allah and service to His creation.
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