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Mahmood Ahmad Ghazi’s Approach to the

Curriculum and Educational System of Religious
Seminaries: An Analysis

Muhammad Tariq®

Abstract: Mahmood Ahmad Ghazi was one of the scholars who had a strong command
over traditional Islamic sciences and was aware of contemporary philosophical and
psychological trends. He combined traditional and modern scholarship. He significantly
contributed to rearranging and reconstructing different walks of life like education and
research, culture and civilization, philosophy and logic, economy and society, state and
politics, and law and justice. In his lectures and research papers, he stressed the need to
change the curriculum and educational system of religious seminaries to make them more
efficient and fulfil the needs of the time. He also guided the heads of these institutions
regarding their queries about different educational matters. He tried his utmost to develop
a comprehensive and balanced religious and Islamic educational system in Pakistan.
Ghazi wanted the students of religious seminaries to show their philosophical abilities
and be ready to face the challenges of the modern world in a sound and balanced way. He
believed that it was the duty of the religious elites to make students aware of the needs of
modern times and prepare them to face these challenges. The modern world compels
Muslims to rise above the bounds of local and regional needs and pay attention to global
challenges. This article presents a research-based study on the different aspects of the
curriculum and educational system of religious seminaries in the light of scholarly
endeavours of Ghazi.

Keywords: curriculum, educational system, Mahmood Ahmad Ghazi, religious
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Summary of the Article

The educational system of religious seminaries has been fulfilling the needs of
Muslim society for centuries. In great centres of knowledge established in
Cordoba, Baghdad, Cairo, Bukhara, Samarkand, Bareilly and Deoband,
hundreds of thousands of students sought knowledge. These centres of
knowledge produced luminaries, teachers, preachers, reformers, and thinkers
like Bukhari, Muslim, Tirmidhi, Nasa’i, Aba Dawuad, Ibn Majah, Ibn
Khuzaymah, Aba Sa'td, Ahmad Sirhindi, Shah Wali Allah, and Muhammad
Hameedullah and Mahmood Ahmad Ghazi. There is a wide network of
madrasahs in Pakistan, which organizes religious education at different levels,
from instruction in reading the Qur’an to educating in different specialized
branches of Islamic sciences. These madrasahs not only provide free education to
millions of students across the country, but they also arrange for their free
boarding, lodging, and medical facilities.

Religious seminaries do their best to achieve their goals and objectives. But with
time, the scope of needs is expanding and there is an increasing demand for
religious guidance in all areas of life, which is not only the need of the time and
requires progress in solving these contemporary problems, but it is also a
religious obligation. The leadership has an important responsibility to guide the
teachers and students of the religious seminaries, inform them about the
contemporary demands and future needs, and prepare them intellectually and
academically. The contemporary world and the international environment of the
future draw our attention to understanding the demands and needs of
globalization and internationalism. We should not be captive of our limited local
and regional environment nor should we avoid the necessary changes and
diversification in the curriculum and training system of our religious seminaries
so that they can make their future role more useful to the Muslim ummah.

The main reason for Ghazi’s special interest in the curriculum and education
system of religious seminaries was that he was educated in a religious seminary.
Based on long teaching experience, he was well aware of the merits and demerits
of the madrasah curriculum and education system. He combined traditional and
modern sciences. He tried hard to create a comprehensive and balanced system
of religious and Islamic education in Pakistan.

Ghazi was a supporter of a uniform education system in Pakistan and called the
separation of religious and secular education the basis of secularism. He used to
say how completely separate institutions of religious education and non-
religious education are affecting the unity and integrity of the country and nation
and sowing the seeds of duality, dualism and difference in the country. For him,
the edifice of secularism is built on such intellectual and theoretical distinction
between religion and the world.

Ghazi described three important features of dars-i nizami: ') Its major part
consists of three basic sciences: Islamic law, jurisprudence, and logic. Y) All
sciences that were prevalent in pre-modern Muslim India were included in its
curriculum. ¥) The curriculum was very rigorous and difficult and the graduate
had to go through the most advanced books of each science.
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While describing the goals and objectives of dars-i nizami, Ghazi says that in the
later period of the Mughal empire in the subcontinent, this curriculum was
designed to provide gadi, muftis, and administrators for running the state system
and Islamic courts. The major changes that have taken place in the world since
then have rendered this curriculum ineffective and insufficient. He encouraged
the students of the religious seminaries to enhance their intellectual abilities and
be ready to face the challenges of the modern age.

He pointed out and guided the leadership of the religious seminaries in the
required reforms. In his lectures and articles, Ghazi emphasized that scholars
and students should be aware of the contemporary challenges concerning human
rights, globalization, Islamic beliefs, culture, family system, social values and
Islamic identity. He also highlighted the academic, religious and cultural aspects

of this intellectual conflict.
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Al Qur'an
Al Shart’a, January/ February 2011, Publisher, Al Sharia

Academy, Gujranwala.

Chalbi, Hji Khalifa, Mustfa Bin Abdullah, Kashf ul Zanoon "an
Assami al Kutb ul Fonnun, Bairut: Dar ul ahya e turath al
Arabi.

Chishti, Ali Asgar, Dr, Moarir e Islami, “Professor Dr
Mahmood Ahmad Gazi, Shakhsiyat aor khidmaat”

Gazi, Mahmood Ahmad, Dr, “Pakistan Main Dini Talim Pas e
Manzar o Pash e Manzar”

Gazi, Mahmood Ahmad, Dr, Mohadraat e Tleem, “Dini o "Asri
Talim Ka Imtzaj, Fawaid o Nugsanat” Karachi: Zawwar
Academy Publications.

Gazi, Mahmood Ahmad, Dr, Moqalah: “Qadim o Jadid Talim
Main Ham Aahangi”.

Hashmi, Sha Moeen Al Deen, Dr, Moarif e Islami, “Dini
Madaris Ka Nizam o Nisab, Dr Mahmood Ahamad Gazi ky Afkar
sy Istifada” Shashmahi Mujalah, January 2011- June 2011, 10: 1,

Kulya Arabi o Uloom e Islamia, Alama Igbal Open
University, Islamabad.

Immam Gzali, Muhammad Bin Muhammad, Abu Hammid,
Ahya e Ulum al din, Bairut: Daar al Marfat.

Lsohali, Abd ul Rehman Bin Abdullah, Abu al Qasim, al Rooz
ul 'anf ma“ al Sirah al Nabviah le ibn e Hasshaam, Bairut:
Daar al Kutub Al Ilmiaa.

Saleem Mansoor Khalid, Dini Madaris Main T’alim, Dr
Mahmood Ahmad Gazi, Khutba ba'unwan: Dini Madaris:
Mafroozy, Haqaaeeq, Lahe a'mal” Islamabad: Institute Policy
Studies, 2005.
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