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Stopping and Starting in Recitation of Qur'an: A
Comparative Review of Quranic Manuscript Published

by Sub-Continent and King Fahad Qur'an Complex
Muhammad Zaid Malik®

Abstract: No one denies the importance of where to stop and where to initiate the
recitation in the Holy Quran. The meaning and purpose of the divine word becomes
clear from the knowledge of stopping and starting while its recital. From the study of
the Qur'an, it is known that there is a difference between the scholars of tafsir in the
places of waqf and initiation. The reason for this difference may be a difference in
interpretation, a difference in reading, and the possibility of error cannot be ruled out.
In this paper, the author has made a comparative analysis of the symbols of wagf in
relation to waqf and initiation, which are present in the copies of the holy Qurin
published by King Fahd Qur'an Complex (Madinah Munawarah) and the symbols of
waqf that are in the copies of the holy Qurin published in the subcontinent.

Following the method of Induction, specific places in the two published copies of the
holy Qur’an where there is agreement on waqf and initiation and also places where
there is disagreement in both Mus’hafs, have been determined. At the end of the paper
some recommendations are also given on this comparative review.

Keywords: Wagf, ibtida, King Fahad Qur’an Complex, Sub-Continent, Comparison.

Summary of the Article

In every language people while talking, sometimes make complete stop then start a
new sentence. Sometimes they make a small pause then continue their talk. Arabic is
no exception. When we recite the holy Quran, it is a must to know where to make a
stop and how to start the recitation. This specific science of reciting the holy Quran is
called Taweed (literally means: to beautify).

The researcher while reciting the Quran from the copies of the Qur'an, published in
King Fahd Qur'an Complex (Madinah Munawarah) came to know that there are few
places where there are some differences in the symbols of stopping and starting in this
Mus’haf with what we have of copies of the Qur'an in the Sub-Continent. The reason
for this kind of difference in the symbols of stopping and starting could be due to the
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difference among the scholars of Tafsir in interpretation, or different way of recitation
(Qiraat). The possibility of error cannot be ruled out also. The author has made a
comparative analysis of the symbols of waqf in relation to waqf and initiation, which
are present in the copies of the holy Quran published by King Fahd Qur'an Complex
(Madinah Munawarah) and the symbols of waqf that are in the copies of the holy
Quréan published in the subcontinent.

Allah the Almighty says: “Those to whom We have given the Book, they recite it as it
ought to be recited”

Hence, it become compulsory upon us to recite the Holy Quran as Allah has revealed
on His beloved Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him.

The researcher also made one point very clear that this research is purely related to the
details of waqf and initiation. It has nothing to do with the script of the Qurans. Also,
there is no doubt that in terms of script, both the Qurans published by King Fahd
Qur'an Complex and the Qurans published in the Sub-Continent are in accordance
with the Ottoman script.

The scholar has explained his thesis with a research table that looks like this:

Research Table
Surah’s Verse Word of the | Symbol of stopping Symbol of stopping
Name Number Verse and starting in the and starting in the
Qur’an published in | Qur’an published in
the Sub-Continent King Fahd Qur'an
Complex
Sl Y 4 S35
A A RIS peE — -—
R WA MRARICA] . .
sl ¥ 56 s —

This table continues like this covering the entire Quran.

From this research paper, the author has come to the conclusion that about Y+ %
of the waqf and initiation symbols in the Qurans published in the subcontinent
are different from the Qurans published in King Fahd Qur'an Complex.
Therefore, it is suggested that a board consisting of scholars and reciters should
be formed in which some scholars and reciters from King Fahad Qur'an Complex
(Madinah) should also be included. This board of Pakistani and Saudi scholars
should study the places of waqf and initiation symbols in the Qurans published
in the subcontinent and the Quéans published in King Fahd Qur'an Complex,
which have been identified in this paper, and if deemed appropriate, validate
this research and fulfil their responsibility regarding the symbols of waqf and
initiation in both copies of the Quran, keeping in view the delicacy of the
interpretation and meanings.
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