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Animal Sacrifice on °‘Eid ‘lI-Adha and the
Prohibitions Associated with it during the First

Ten days of Dhil Hijjah
(Origin of the alleged directive, historical background and the
analysis of various scholarly views)

Muhammad Amir Gazdar®

ABSTRACT: This work probes into the alleged prohibition of cutting hair
and nails during the first ten days of Dhil Hijjah. It is said to be observed by
those intending to sacrifice animals on ‘Eid ‘I-Adhd. The issue has been
controversial right from the early centuries of Islam and is still far from
settled. This article sheds light on the basic source of this ruling. It then
discusses various views of jurists and Hadith scholars, followed by
elucidating the reasons for differences among them. In doing so, it provides
an overview of the origin and evolution of the issue over the last fourteen
hundred years. After a careful analysis, the work concludes that the most
convincing view is that of the majority of scholars, viz. no such prohibition
can be established based on the sayings or practice of the Prophet (peace be
on him). What is generally permissible for a believer, therefore, should also
remain permissible for them during these specific days.
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Summary of the Article

‘Eid ‘I-Adha is observed on the \ - th day of Dhil Hijjah to honor the sacrifice of
prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon him). This religious festival was designated
by Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah, in accordance with Allah's
instructions. Prophet Muhammad (peace be on him) instituted ‘Eid ‘I-Adha,
including its religious rituals such as collective prayer and animal sacrifice, as
a Sunnah among his followers.
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From the time of the Companions to the present day, these worship practices
have gained unanimous approval among Muslims (ijma‘) and are
consistently practiced (mutwatir). Nevertheless, scholars and jurists hold
differing opinions on certain aspects related to the ‘Eid of Sacrifice. One
notable issue concerns the prohibition of clipping nails and cutting any hair
(from the body or head) since the sighting of Dhil Hijjah’s moon until after the
animal has been sacrificed. In some view this act as strictly forbidden (haram),
others as disliked (makrith), while some consider these actions permissible.
The exclusive basis for this specific directive is a singular report (khabr ‘-
wahid) originating from Sayyidah Umm-i Salamah (RA). This oral tradition,
ascribed to the Prophet (peace be on him) is documented in various Ahadith
sources. Nevertheless, there exists a divergence of views among scholars,
jurists, muhaddithin, and those following the ways of the Salaf and the
successors concerning the authenticity of this hadith attributed to the Prophet
(peace be on him)

Examining the hadith sources and consolidating the various accounts of this
hadith reveals that the tradition has been narrated differently. In certain
sources, it is presented as a statement directly from the Prophet (peace be on
him), while in others, it is conveyed by Sayyidah Umme-i Salamah (RA) as her
own statement. This disparity among narrators implies a divergence on
whether the report is marfii‘ (attributed to the Prophet) or maogiif (attributed
to a companion). Additionally, variations in the textual content of this
tradition further contribute to the differences observed.

From a linguistic standpoint in Arabic, the style and explicit wording of the
hadith suggest either prohibition (haram) or obligation (wdjib). The textual
contents of the hadith lack sufficient evidence to conclusively infer that it
implies preference (mustahab) or disapproval (makrith) instead of prohibition
(haram) or obligation (wdajib).

Until the era of the Tabi‘mn, there was no widespread adoption of the
directive related to sacrifice in the religious practices of Muslim knowledge.
Sa‘id b. Musayyab, a prominent follower from Madinah, stood out as the sole
jurist during this period who narrated this tradition from Sayyidah Umm-i
Salamah (RA). He was the first jurist to endorse this tradition and issue a
fatwa asserting that it is prohibited (haram) for the person performing the
sacrifice to trim their body hair and cut the nails during the first ten days of
Dhi ‘1-Hijjah.

Despite Sa‘id b, Musayyab's endorsement and fatw3, this tradition and the
associated commandment did not attain significant importance or acceptance
among Muslims during that period. In fact, scholars like ‘Ikramah (a student
of Ibn Abbas RA), Imam Abu Hanifa, and Ibn ‘Abd ‘I-Barr expressed critical
remarks about this directive. According to them, if it is permissible for the
sacrificer to engage in sexual relations during the first ten days of Dhi -
Hijjah (which is considered a significant and stringent restriction for those in
ihram), then these minor restrictions should not apply. Notably, one of the
traditions narrated by Sa‘id b. Musayyab indicates that despite presenting
the hadith, people deemed it unreliable and did not act in accordance with it.
From the Ynd century Hijri to the ¢th century Hijri, the prominent sources of
traditions and scholarly works remain conspicuously devoid of any mention
of Umm-i Salamah's hadith. This silence strongly suggests that, much like the
jurists of the early centuries who generally dismissed the concerned tradition,
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a significant number of scholars from the early period chose not to
incorporate this tradition into their works. This absence can be attributed to
one of two reasons. First, it is plausible that these Ahadith scholars did not
receive this tradition from their predecessors. Alternatively, the hadith may
have come to their attention, but in their estimation, it did not attain the level
of authenticity required by the standards of hadith science. Otherwise, it
would be inexplicable for them to omit quoting the hadith, especially on a
matter of such significance related to the ritual of sacrifice, from their
scholarly works.

Nonetheless, it is crucial to highlight that several scholars of hadith have
incorporated this narration into their works. Notably, some, such as Imam
Muslim, Imam Ahmad, Tirmidhi, Tahawi, Ibn-e-habban, and Ibn-e-hazm,
consider the discussed hadith to be well-established and authentic in its
attribution to the Prophet (peace be on him). In contrast, there are others,
including Imam Dar Qutni, Ibn ‘Abd ‘I-Barr, and Abi Mas‘ad Damishqi, who
categorize it as unreliable and weak in its attribution to the Prophet (peace be
on him). Additionally, there are those who regard it simply as the statement
of Sayyida Umm-i Salamah (RA) and not as a saying of the Prophet (peace be
on him).

Historically, the perspective of Sa‘id b. Musayyib did not gain widespread
support from prominent scholars of that era, nor did it find practical
acceptance among the general Muslim population. However, Imam Shafi't
introduced an alternative viewpoint, suggesting that the practice of cutting
nails and hairs during the first ). days of Dhi 1-Hijjah is to be deemed as
disliked (makrith). His stance was derived from the apparent wording of the
hadith of Umm-i Salamah (RA) and a conflicting hadith from Sayyida Ayesha
(RA). Consequently, he adopted a middle ground by reconciling and
amalgamating the two ahdiths. On the contrary, Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal
examined the explicit wording of the narration and issued a fatwa declaring
prohibition (haram) in this matter.

The second viewpoint posits that the act of clipping nails and cutting hair
(from the body or head) during the first ten days of Dhi ‘I-Hijjah is deemed
disliked (makrih tanzihi), and it is preferable (mustahab) to avoid it. This
perspective is endorsed by Imam Shafi'T and his followers, including some
later Malikis and certain scholars of the Hanbalf school. Notably, Mulla Ali
Qari and Ibn ‘Abidin among the later Hanafis also subscribe to this position.
Advocates of this opinion contend that the prohibition is evident in the hadith
of Umm-i Salamah (RA), which implies the act as strictly forbidden (haram).
However, this hadith contradicts the tradition of Sayyida Ayesha (RA). As a
result, they suggest adopting the term disliked (makrith) instead of forbidden
(haram) to reconcile both narrations and avoid rejecting any hadith.

The third perspective maintains that it is permissible for the sacrificer to cut
their body hair and nails, even during first ten day of Dhi ‘I-Hijjah, without
any objection in Shari‘ah. According to this view, there is no religious
restriction imposed on the one performing the sacrifice. This stance is
endorsed by scholars of the past and contemporary researchers, including
‘Ata b. Yasir, Ibrahim al-Nakha'i, Aba Bakr b. 'Abd ‘l-Rahman, Ikramah, Laith
ibn Sa'd, Malik and his students, Abu Hanifa, Abu Yusuf, Muhammad ibn
Hasan al-Shaibani, Sufyan ‘I-Thaori, Abt ‘I-Husain al-Qadiiri, Ibn 'Abd ‘I-Barr
and others.
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In the present age, this viewpoint is supported by scholars such as Allama
'Abdullah b. Zayd al-Mahmud, Dr. Musa Shaheen Lashin, Sheikh Saleh
Mughamisi, Sheikh Fawzi b. Abdullah al-Athari, Dr. Khalid Hayek, Dr.
Muhammad ibn Abdullah Surayy'i, Dr. Fu'ad ibn Yahya, Dr. Syed Bakdash,
and researcher Ahmad Qasim al-Ghamidji.

According to the author, the third opinion, asserting that it is permissible for
the sacrificer to cut their body hair and nails during the first ten days of Dhi
‘I-Hijjah, is deemed correct and valid. This stance is supported by several
compelling reasons. Firstly, based on research and the principles of hadith
science, the tradition transmitted from Sayyidah Umm-i Salamah (RA)
cannot be substantiated as a hadith attributed to the holy Prophet (peace be
on him). Secondly, the ruling derived from this tradition contradicts the
established practices during the time of the Prophet himself, as verified by
the more authentic tradition of Sayyida Ayesha (RA). Thirdly, the general
practice of the Companions and Muslims in the early centuries does not align
with the tradition of Sayyidah Umm-i Salamah (RA). These robust arguments
form the basis on which the majority of Imams and jurists from earlier
centuries rejected this command, despite being aware of the existence of this

narration.
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