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A Research Study on Hadith and its Sciences:
A Review of the Contribution of Subcontinent Scholars
in Fifteenth Century AD
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ABSTRACT: Scholars have invented various sciences for the protection of Hadith
and ‘Ulim ‘1 Hadith. Such as the ‘Ilm 1 rijal, llm ‘I jarh wa Ta‘dil and the
knowledge of the strangeness of hadith, etc. Thus, from the beginning of Islam,
the scholars of the Subcontinent, while contributing to the service of the Qur'an
and ‘Ulam ‘1 Qur'an, continued their services in Hadith and ‘Ulum ‘1 Hadith.
However, Hadith and ‘Ulum ‘I Hadith was revived in the subcontinent in the
fifteenth century. This research intends the work done by the Scholars in terms of
Hadith and ‘Ulum ‘1 Hadith in 15th has been described. During this period, the
scholars of hadith performed very well in the subcontinent, as a result of which
people from far and wide began to travel to subcontinent to acquire knowledge
of hadith. The hadith narrators developed great role in the sciences of hadith. In
subcontinent the noteworthy Mohaddthin are Abdullah b. Umar al-Halavi (1404
AD), Muhammad b. Yaqub Sherazi (1414 AD), Syed Muhammad Gaistdaraz (1422
AD), Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Makrani (1422 AD), Badar ud Din al-
Damamini (1424 AD), Hussain b. Mu‘iz Bahari (1441 AD), Mahmood Gawon (1481
AD), Shaikh ‘Ala ud Din Dehlvi, Aba Satd b. Younus Maliki etc.
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Summary of the Article

This article examines the contributions of Indian scholars to the study of hadith.
Given India's rich and extensive scholarly history, it is challenging to encompass
all their works in a single paper. The history of ‘uliim Al hadith in India can be
divided into three distinct periods: the first from 50 to 400 AH (670 to 1009 AD), the
second from 400 to 900 AH (1009 to 1494 AD), and the third from 900 AH (1494) to the
present. This research focuses on scholars from the i1sth century and their
contributions to hadith studies. The most popular scholars of Hadith and Ulum Al
Hadith in subcontinent are as follow:

'Abd Allah b. 'Umar al-Halawi (d. 807/1404) lived with his children in a building
near al-Azhar University. Originating from the subcontinent, he was also known
as Hindi. Among his teachers were Hafiz al-Mazi, Zaynab bint Kamal, Imam Al-
Dhahabi, and others. His notable students included Al-Fasi (d. 832/1428), al-
Aqfaasi (d. 821/1418), Hafiz al-Sakhawi (d. 902/1496), and Ibn Zahira (d. 817/1414).
Muhammad ibn Ya'qub Shirazi (d. 817/1414) was born in Shiraz (Kazron) in 729
AH/1328. At eight years old, he moved to Shiraz, where he studied dictionaries
and literature under his father and other scholars. In 745/1344, he studied Saheeh
al-Bukhaari and Jami al-Tirmidhi with Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Yusuf
Madani in Shiraz. He later traveled extensively to places like Iraq, Baghdad,
Makkah, Rome, India, Syria, and recited Saheeh al-Bukhaari, Saheeh Muslim,
Sunan Abu Dawood, Sunan al-Tirmidhi, Musabih, and Imam Saghani's
Musharak al-Anwar from various scholars. Many scholars learned Hadith and
the sciences of Hadith from him. His own teachers included Al-Khatib Safi Abu
al-Fa'il 'Abd al-Karim, Abu Hafs 'Umar b. 'Uthman b. Salem, 'Ali b. Qayyim al-
Ziayah, and Siraj 'Umar b. 'Ali al-Qazvini. His significant works include Tashil
Taraq al-Awwal 'Ali al-Ahadeeth al-Za'idah 'Ali Jami al-Asol, Manh al-Bari
Balshih al-Fasih al-Majari fi Sharh Sahih al-Bukhaari, Al-Tajarih fi Benefits,
Baha'adeeth al-Masabeeh, and Shu'arak al-Israr al-'Aliah fi Sharh Musharak al-
Anwar al-Nabawiyyah.

Sayyid Muhammad Gesu Daraz, also known as Banda Nawaz (d. 825/1422), was
born as Sayyid Muhammad bin Yusuf Shah Raju Qatal bin Ali bin Muhammad
bin Yusuf bin Hussain bin Muhammad bin Ali bin Hamza bin Dawood bin Abi
al-Hasan Zaid Jandi, Abu'l-Fath Sadr al-Din Muhammad Dehlvi, Gulbargvi. He
earned the title Gesu Daraz from Pir Nasir-ud-Din Chiragh Delhi (d. 757/1556). In
1404 AD, due to Timur's invasion of Delhi, he migrated with his family to
Gulbarga in 806 AH/1403, where he remained for about twenty-two years,
providing spiritual and educational guidance to the people. He primarily taught
tafseer and hadith in the afternoons. His main teachers included Bahadur, Qazi
Abdul Mugqtadar (d. 791/1389), Sharaf-ud-Din Kaithli, and Taj-ud-Din Muqaddam.
Some of his notable works are "Kitab al-Arbaeen," "Rasala Sirat-un-Nabi," "Sharh
Musharak al-Anwar," and "Spokesman Musharak al-Anwar" (in Persian). He
passed away in Gulbarga in 825 AH/1422.

Muhammad ibn Muhammad, al-Makrani al-Asli (d. 855/1422), born Muhammad
bin Muhammad bin Abdullah bin Muhammad bin Hadi, was born in 799/1396 in



Ej and later settled in Makkah. He studied hadith, Sufism, and various arts from
his father, al-Safi Abdul Rahman, and al-Az Ibrahim al-Aiji. He had a strong
interest in literature and writing, authoring works such as "al-Shama'il al-
Nabawiyyah" and commentaries on "Shama'il al-Tirmidhi" and "Arbaeen
Nawawi." He passed away on 1ith Zul Hajja in 855 AH/1422 in Mina after
performing Hajj.

Badr al-Din al-Damamini (d. 827/1424), whose full name is Shaykh al-Imam al-
Allama Badr al-Din Muhammad bin Abi Bakr bin Umar bin Abi Bakr bin
Muhammad bin Sulaiman, was also known as Ibn al-Damamini or al-
Dammamini. He studied under his grandfather, Bha'ud-Din ibn al-Damamini, as
well as the renowned scholar Ibn Khaldun (d. 808/1405) and other eminent

scholars.
Husayn ibn Mu'az Al-Bihari (d. 844/1441), full name Husayn ibn Mu'az al-Din al-

Balkhi al-Bahari, was also known as Tawheed. He was raised by Makhdoom
Sharaf-ud-Din Ahmad bin Yahya Muniri and pledged allegiance to him. Husayn
learned hadith from his uncle, Shaykh Muzaffar (d. 803/1401) bin Shams-ud-Din

Balkhi. In Makkah, he studied the Qur'an and Hadith under various expert
teachers. He spent some time in Aden, where he learned hadith from a
muhaddith named Khateeb al-Adni. Additionally, he received education in the
sciences of Hadith from notable scholars such as Shaykh Muhammad Usmani,
Shama Burhani (d. 863/1458), Mahmud Gawan (813-886¢ AH/1410-1481), Shaykh

Alauddin Al-Dehlvi (9th/15th century AD), and Abu al-Saud bin Younus Maliki

(9th/15th century AD).
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Abdul Hai Bin Fakhar ud Din, Nuzzat ul Khawatir, Dar Ibn
Khazam, 1909.

Muhammad Ishaq Razzaqi, Ilam e Hadith main Bar e Sagheer
Pak o Hind ka Hissa, Idara e Saqafat Islamia, 1977, 2013.

Muhammad Baqir Khan Khakwani, Uloom ul Hadith,1darah
Matboghat Sulemani, Urdu Bazar, Lahor 2014.

Muhammad Anwar bin Muhammad Ghani, Nishat Ilm ul
Hadis wa tatawaruhu fi shubil Qarat ul Hindiah, Tehzib ul
Afkar, Abdul Wali Khan University, Mardan, Vol: 5, 2018.

Muhammad Arshad bin Ahmad Qasmi, Jahud Muslimi al-
Hind fi Khidmat al-Hadith al-Sharif, Al-Drus al-Hasaniyyah,
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