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ABSTRACT: In the tenth century AH, the great Sufi Scholar of Gujarat, Sheikh
Ali Muttaqi and his disciples gained popularity for their services in the
reformation of society. With his religious knowledge, spiritual insight and
bounty, he not only created an impact on Gujarat and India but on the whole
Muslim world. Apart from training and providing guidance to his disciples, he
also added immense knowledge to the Islamic literature by writing valuable
books on Hadith, Sufism and other Islamic sciences. He pointed out the
erroneous mistakes in the works of contemporary scholars, warned against the
flaws in prevailing Sufism, redressed them and waged jihad against anti-Islamic
beliefs and movements arising in the society through providing accurate
information and correct knowledge. He trained his disciples and followers in a
balanced way and in accordance to the true teachings of Islam. His able disciples
then propagated his mission by following his teachings and foot prints and
continued to make great efforts to eradicate the innovations and violations in the
society. While doing so, they did not hesitate to sacrifice their lives and wealth as
well. The article in hand, gives a brief and comprehensive overview of these
services of Sheikh Ali Muttaqi and his close disciples.
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Summary of the Article

Gujarat, a region steeped in historical significance and diverse contributions,
owes much to its strategic location along the coast, enhanced by a vital port that
has attracted both traders and Islamic scholars throughout the ages. Among the
luminaries that emerged from this rich land is Sheikh Ali Muttaqi, an important
figure in the 10th century Hijri (885 AH/1480 AH-975 AH/ 1567 AH). Revered as an
exceptional Muhaddith, researcher, and Sufi, Sheikh Ali Muttaqi's legacy extends
far beyond his time, leaving an indelible mark on the understanding and

documentation of Islamic principles.
Sheikh Ali Muttaqi, originally from Burhanpur, was profoundly influenced by

the teachings of prominent Sufis. Choosing Ahmedabad as the epicenter of his
intellectual pursuits, he embarked on a transformative journey to Hijaz around
the age of fifty-five, coinciding with the Mughal government's occupation of the
region. Spending the ensuing thirty-five years of his life in Makkah, he became
known as Sheikh Muttaqi Al-Hindi, a testament to his commitment to Islamic
scholarship.

His impact was not confined to personal pursuits but extended to nurturing a
generation of disciples who, in turn, carried forward his noble work. These
disciples, including luminaries like Imam Ibn Hajar al-Haitami al-Maki,
Muhammad bin Tahir Patni, Sheikh Abdul Wahab al-Muttaqi Shazli, Sheikh
Rahmatullah Sindhi, and Sheikh Abdullah Sindhi, became recognized figures not
only within the Indian subcontinent but across the Islamic world.

Sheikh Ali Muttaqi's expertise spanned all Islamic sciences, with a particular
focus on Hadith. Even approaching the age of ninety, he maintained an
unwavering commitment to the study of Hadith until the end of his life, leaving
behind a substantial body of work that includes over a hundred books.
Noteworthy among them is "Kanz al-Ummal," a significant contribution to the
field of Hadith, earning him the title "Sahib-e-Kanz-ul-Umal."

The disciples of Sheikh Ali Muttaqi played pivotal roles in furthering his legacy.
Sheikh Muhammad bin Tahir Patni, born in Patan, Gujarat, emerged as a
prominent figure. His journey took him to Hijaz, where he immersed himself in
Hadith under renowned scholars. Serving Sheikh Ali Muttaqi in Makkah, he
later established an Islamic seminary/madrasah in Patna, contributing to the
reformation of the Bohra community and staunchly opposing the Mahdavi
movement, ultimately sacrificing his life for this cause.

Another notable disciple, Shaykh Abdul Wahab Muttaqi, hailed from Mandu,
Hindustan. Devoting his life to Sufism, he traveled extensively before settling in
Makkah under Sheikh Ali Muttaqi's guidance. Despite not producing numerous
individual works, his expertise and compassion shone through in his teaching
and assistance to poor Indians in Makkah.

Sheikh Ali Muttaqi's disciples also include Shaykh Abdullah Sindhi and Shaykh
Rahmatullah Sindhi, who, after receiving training in Gujarat, made significant
contributions to Islamic knowledge, particularly in the field of Hadith.

Together, Sheikh Ali Muttaqi and his disciples played a crucial role in
safeguarding and promoting the authentic teachings of Islam during the 10th
century Hijri. In the face of emerging anti-Islamic influences, they engaged in
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intellectual and spiritual jihad, correcting immoderations within Sufism, fasting
on the maturity of Islamic beliefs, and countering movements that deviated from
the true essence of Islam.

Their writings and magazines served as tools to inform and educate people
about the genuine teachings of Islam, emphasizing correct beliefs and practices.
Notably, they addressed challenges posed by new ideas and movements,
working tirelessly to counteract misinformation and distortions. Their efforts
included instructing authorities about the potential harm caused by these
movements, contributing to the preservation and propagation of true Islamic
teachings.

In summary, the collective efforts of Sheikh Ali Muttaqi and his disciples, rooted
in enlightenment and unwavering commitment, served as a beacon during a
period of challenges, ensuring the preservation and propagation of true Islamic
teachings in the 10th century Hijri. Their legacy endures as a testament to their

dedication, resilience, and profound impact on the Islamic scholarly tradition.
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List of Sources in Roman Script
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