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The origine of Science of Jarh o Ta'dil (criticism
and authentication of narrator) In the Quranic

context
Fazal ul Rahman Mahmood®

Abstract: The position of Hadith is conceded in Islamic sciences. It is not only the
interpretation of Holy Quran and the source of Islamic law, but also the way of
life, foundation of ethics, history of nations and the depository of divine secrets.
With it life of humankind arose and grew up. The companions of Prophet
Muhammad [PBUH] and, later, their successors preserved this prophetic
heritage and set the principles by which we can differentiate between sound
hadith and week one. These principles are called "“Usal al-Hadith". “Usal al-
Hadith" is divided to five major branches, one of them is "Jarh w Ta’dil". In the
branch of "Jarh w Ta’dil" Muhaddithin choose some sentences or specific words
to designate the rank of the narrator. Sometimes they deduce these sentences and
words from the "Holy Qur ‘an". In this article the author has collected these
kinds of sentences, which are deduced from the verses of Qur ‘an.

Keywords: Hadith sciences, Qur ‘an, Jarh w Ta’dil , deduce.

Summary of the Article:
The science of Jarh w Ta'dil (criticism and authentication of narrator) holds

special importance in Islamic sciences. Without this knowledge, it is impossible
to distinguish between the authenticity and weakness of hadiths. In this field, the
gradation and evaluation of narrators are performed, and rules are established to
determine the status of narrators. The acquisition of knowledge in the field of
criticism and authentication is considered an obligation (fard kifayah).

The Quran and numerous hadiths bear witness to the importance of this science
in preserving and protecting the religion. It is not a form of backbiting; rather, it
serves as a means to safeguard the faith when needed for the greater good. The
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sciences of narrators (Rijal) and criticism and authentication (Jarh wa Ta'dil) are

interconnected and have their roots in the same time frame, particularly in the

later part of the first century of the Islamic calendar and the early part of the
second century.

Scholars have a practice of discussing the chain of transmission (isnad) and the

degree of narrators' reliability before passing judgments on the authenticity or

weakness of a hadith. Through criticism and authentication, the status of
narrators is determined, and discussions about their credibility take place. In this
context, scholars use various words and expressions to define the rank of
narrators. On several occasions, these words and expressions are borrowed from

Quranic verses.

The article is divided into three parts:

1. The first part defines criticism (Jarh) and authentication (Ta'dil) and
discusses the permissibility and impermissibility based on the Quran's
guidance. It elaborates on how criticism is defined as a characteristic that
undermines the credibility of a narrator's statements and actions, and
how Ta'dil refers to the endorsement of a narrator as being trustworthy
and reliable. Quranic verses are cited to illustrate the legal significance of
criticism and authentication, such as the verse in Surah Al-Hujurat that
advises believers to verify information before taking action.

2. The second part illustrates how the terms and phrases used in criticism
and authentication are derived from the Quran. For instance, the term
"Imam al-Muttaqin" (Leader of the Pious) used by Yahya ibn Ma'in to
authenticate the narration of Imam Shu'bah is derived from a Quranic
verse. The article highlights how these Quranic terms play a role in the
science of Jarh wa Ta'dil.

3. The third part examines the use of the same terms or phrases in criticism
and authentication regarding a single narrator. It discusses how
repetition of words, like "Thiga" (trustworthy), can emphasize the
reliability of a narrator. This practice is in line with Quranic examples
where certain verses are repeated for emphasis.

In summary, scholars in the field of hadith criticism and authentication
make use of various Quranic words and expressions to assess the credibility of
narrators and classify them. Sometimes they directly cite Quranic verses to
support their evaluation, and in other cases, they use Quranic-derived
terminology.
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