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Islamic Terms of Jizyah and Kharaj: An
Analytical Study

Munazzah Hayat@

ABSTRACT: This article argues that a Muslim state receives jizyah from
dhimmis in return for full protection of their lives and property. Jizyah is a kind
of cash tax that a Muslim state collects from its non-Muslim people in return for
its services, i.e., the complete protection of their lives, properties, honour, and
civil rights. But if the non-Muslims personally participate in the defense of the
state, as is the responsibility of Muslims, then this tax is waived from them. On
the contrary, Muslims are not exempted from paying zakah. Jizyah is levied only
on those who can earn. Jizyah is not levied on the poor, women, children, the
elderly, the blind, and monks. In Islam, leniency in receiving jizyah has been
ordered. Kharaj (tribute) means setting a very reasonable rate of tax keeping in
view the production of the conquered land. The dhimmis do not own their lands,
but they are not removed from their lands, and the nature of the occupation may
be hereditary, meaning that the occupation may be passed on to their heirs. They
can also settle other matters related to this land. The government receives its
ownership rights from these lands in the form of a reasonable rate of kharaj. The
lands of the conquerors are not distributed among the conquerors but remain in
the possession of the government, which collects kharaj from them.
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Summary of the Article

Every nation and religion has some terms that need to be interpreted. This study
highlighted the terms jizyah and kharaj. Jizyah is a protection tax levied on non-
Muslims in a Muslim state. The Muslim state receives it from its non-Muslim
people in return for providing them complete protection of lives, property and
honour, and civil rights. But if the non-Muslims personally participate in the
defense of the state, as is the responsibility of the Muslims, then this tax is
waived from them. It is left to the direction of the head of government. Jizyah is
levied only on those who can earn. Jizyah is not levied on the poor, women,
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children, the elderly, the blind and monks. For the collection of jizyah, no person
can be subjected to undue hardship or coercion, nor is he/she made to stand in
the sun, nor should he/she suffer any physical hurt. Instead, he/she must be
treated gently. During the era of the caliphs, keeping in mind the convenience of
the people, the professionals were allowed to pay jizyah in the form of goods
they produced. Caliph Ali used to accept needles from those who made needles,
combs from those who made combs, and ropes from those who cut ropes in
jizyah so that people would not have any trouble paying it. Caliph ‘Umar b. “Abd
al-"Aziz instructed that if a person dies, the amount of jizyah due to him will not
be collected from his heirs. Kharaj refers to a tax imposed on lands conquered by
the Muslim state, keeping in mind the production of such lands. Dhimmis are
not the owners of their lands, but they are not removed from their lands and the
nature of this possession may be hereditary, that is, this possession may be
passed on to their heirs from generation to generation. They are also allowed to
settle other matters related to their lands. The government collects its ownership
rights from these lands in the form of tribute at an appropriate rate. It can be
raised from the farmers and the amount of tribute that is more than the actual
needs of the farmers should be collected from it. The status of the land is
permanent. It is not distributed among the army. Among the things captured
from the enemy, only those things which are personal property are distributed
among the army. Commercial tax can be imposed on non-Muslims only if a
special agreement is made with them in this regard. Otherwise, no demand can
be made from them except jizyah and kharaj.
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