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ABSTRACT: Many non-Muslim Western scholars have conducted scholarly research
on Hadith and have authored numerous books. However, the notable difference
between their work and that of Dr. Jonathan A.C. Brown is that Brown refutes
longstanding doubts and misconceptions of Western culture. He works on the
scientific foundations related to Hadith, to the extent that he stands out among
contemporary Western scholars as one of the foremost defenders of Hadith. The focus
of this article is to highlight the notable characteristics of his research methodology
particularly in the study of Hadith. Dr. Jonathan Brown has made significant
contributions in the Western world to the field of Hadith. He critically examines
various theories put forward by Orientalists regarding Hadith and meticulously
conducts his research, encompassing a wealth of information, covering all aspects of
his subjects, and deriving logical conclusions in an organized manner.

Key Words: Jonathan Brown, Weak Hadith, Fabricated hadith, Orientalism, Islamic
sources, Hadith and Sunnah

Summary of the Article
One prominent name among the Western researchers of the present era is Dr.
Jonathan Brown, who embraced Islam at the age of twenty in 1997. You are a

professor of Islamic Civilization at Georgetown University, USA. You are also
the Research Director at the Yageen Institute. In 2006, you obtained a doctoral

degree in Islamic thought from the University of Chicago. Dr. Brown has
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Assistant Professor, Head Department of Islamic Studies, Islamabad Modal
Collage for Boys, G-11/1, Islamabad.

Associate Professor, Sheikh Zayed Islamic Centre, University of the
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traveled to Egypt, Syria, Turkey, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, South Africa,
India, Indonesia, and Iran for education and research purposes. You have
conducted research on Hadith, Islamic law, Sufism, Arabic linguistic theory, and
pre-Islamic poetry, and have authored several books and research articles. In
addition to English, you are knowledgeable in Arabic, Persian, German, French,
and Latin languages. You provide well-reasoned and scholarly responses to
contemporary anti-Islamic propaganda.

Furthermore, many non-Muslim Western scholars have conducted scholarly
research on Hadith and have authored numerous books. However, the notable
difference between their work and that of Dr. Jonathan Brown is that Brown
refutes longstanding doubts and misconceptions of Western culture. He works
on the scientific foundations related to Hadith, to the extent that he stands out
among contemporary Western scholars as one of the foremost defenders of
Hadith and the noble Prophet Muhammad . Non-Muslims often raise
suspicions about matters related to the Islamic message, the character of the
Prophet Muhammad A&, or doubts about the authenticity of the Hadith
literature preserved by Muslims. Brown has skillfully identified and provided
well-reasoned responses to cultural biases that seek to denigrate Islam. For
example, he addresses the Western notion that Islam is a violent religion or that
it promotes sexual misconduct (misconceptions about the concept of "houris" and
others). He also responds to objections regarding the marriage of the noble
Prophet il to Syedah Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her).

Dr. Brown's perspective on Hadith is unique among Western scholars because he
approaches the study of Hadith in a novel and distinct manner. Most studies on
Hadith in the Western world revolve around scholars such as Goldziher and
Schacht, who are at the forefront of Hadith research, but they have denied the
status of Hadith. Some Western thinkers have attempted to refute objections to
Hadith and the noble Prophet, but they consider these traditions merely as
historical narratives and are not inclined to attribute the level of importance
given by Eastern Muslim scholars to Hadith. Brown's approach to the study of
Hadith differs significantly from other Western scholars, and in this regard, he
has presented his exceptional book "Misquoting Muhammad," where he
extensively elaborates on the examination and verification of the statements and
texts of early Muslim scholars and their significant contributions to the
authenticity and research of Hadith.

Western scholars who have worked on Islamic studies primarily attempt to
create an impact by highlighting that there are many fabricated traditions within
the collection of Hadiths. Muslims have also included unreliable traditions
alongside authentic ones in their books, which has cast doubt about the
reliability of other authentic traditions. Muslims stance on the principles and
history of Hadith, which has been consistent since the beginning, is not given
much attention by most Orientalists, nor do they give importance to the
meticulous literary tradition of Hadith among Muslims. It is true that in Islam, it
is never permissible to attribute false statements to Prophet Muhammad (peace
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and blessin be upon him). However, many people have attempted to discredit
the collection of Hadiths by attributing false statements to him. A lesser-known
Sufi sage, Termezi, presented a theory in his book "Nawadir al-Usul fi Ahadith
al-Rasul" that goes against the majority of scholars. According to this theory,
even if a statement aligns with the truth or reality, it can be attributed to you
(peace be upon him) even if you did not say it. This theory is based on a
fabricated Hadith.

Dr. Brown has examined this issue in the article titled "Even If It's Not True, It's
True" and, contrary to Western thinkers who deny the authenticity of weak
Hadiths altogether, he adopts a balanced and scholarly approach to explain the
position of Ahl al-Sunnah regarding weak Hadiths. He has emphasized that
Muslims have always been aware of such Hadiths throughout history, and
scholars have cautioned and alerted people about such traditions. Through a
comprehensive study of Hadith issues, Brown has demonstrated that many
Sunni Muslim scholars have rejected weak Hadiths, which means they hold no
legal or practical significance.

Dr. Brown has taken the example of the Hadith collection of Jame' al-Tirmidhi to
provide practical clarification on the stance of scholars regarding weak Hadiths.
He considers it permissible to include weak Hadiths in certain sections and
discusses the proportion of weak Hadiths in different categories. According to
his research, the proportion of weak (ghareeb) Hadiths varies in different
sections. For example, in sections related to legal rulings (ahkam), such as Zakat
(charity) at 17%, fasting at 17%, and inheritance at 7%, the proportion is relatively
low. However, in sections other than legal rulings, such as tribulations at 35%,
virtues at 52%, supplications at 50%, and etiquettes at 27%, the proportion of weak
Hadiths is higher. This analysis clearly demonstrates that the proportion of weak
Hadiths is lower in sections related to legal rulings and higher in other sections.
Dr. Brown states that due to the leniency in criticizing Hadiths related to virtues,
actions, exhortations, and admonitions, preachers have been allowed to narrate
various fascinating and colorful traditions that can attract the general public.

In this article, a discussion takes place with prominent Western Muslim scholars
who have excelled in the study of Hadith in America. The aim is to highlight the
notable characteristics of their research methodology in Islamic sciences in
general and particularly in the study of Hadith. It is obvious that it is difficult for
Western Muslim scholars to defend and promote the status and understanding
of Islam and Hadith. Dr. Jonathan Brown has made significant contributions in
the Western world to the field of Hadith and Hadith studies. He critically
examines various theories put forward by Orientalists regarding Hadith and
meticulously conducts his research, encompassing a treasure of information,
covering all aspects of his subjects, and deriving logical conclusions in an
organized manner.
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An appreciation for such pedagogical utililty is clear in Ibn
Hanbal’s remark about popular preachers in general: “How
useful they are to the masses, even if the mass of what they
narrate is untrue (“Ma anfaahum lil-‘amma wa in kana
‘ammat ma yuhaddithan bihi kadhiban”; Aba Talib al-
Makki, Qut al-qulab, 2 vols. in 1 (Cairo: Matba“at al-Anwar
al-Muhammadiyya, [n.d.]), 1:151.)
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Since the landmark contributions of Goldziher, Western
scholars of Islam have generally accepted his conclusion that
early Muslim hadith critics looked only at the isnad and not
the matn of hadiths to discern their authenticity>.
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Indeed, the fifteen examples provided here from established
texts of the 3rd/9th and 4th/10th century disprove the

extreme claim of Goldziher and others..... the examples
indicate that al-Bukhari, Muslim, al-Fasawi, al-Jtzajani, Ibn
Khuzayma and Ibn Hibban were able and willing to practice
content criticism. In their work we see a sensitivity to
historical anachronism, logical impossibility, limits of
‘thinkable thought’” and a rejection of material that
contradicts what they ‘knew’ to be historically, dogmatically
and legally true().

Ibid., 226.

Brown Jonathan Andrew Cleveland, How We Know Early Hadith Critics Did
Matn Criticism and Why It’s So Hard to Find ( Islamic Law and Society Brill
2008), 182.

Ibid., 183.
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The judgment of the value of the contents depend on the
judgment of the correctness of the isnad..... An impossible
sentence full of inner and outer contradictions is appended
withstands the scrutiny of this formal criticism, if the
continuity of the entirely trustworthy authors cited in them
is complete and if the possibility of their personal
communication is established, the tradition is accepted as
worthy of credit ..... Muslim critics have no feeling for even

the crudest anachronisms provided that the isnad is
correct.()
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The criticism of traditions as practiced by Muhammadan

scholars was invariably restricted to a purely formal
criticism of isnad.(*)
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14-  Goldziher, I. Muslim Studies (Chicago Aldine Atherton: SUNY Press), 140.

15-  Schacht, Joseph, The origins of Muhammadan jurisprudence (Oxford: The
Clarendon Press,1950), 3.
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