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A Study of Maulavi‘ Ubaid Allah’s Tubfat
al-Hind
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ABSTRACT

Maulavi ‘Ubaid Allah, sometimes known as Pandit
Maulavi, was born in a Hindu family and was brought up
as a Pandit. During the course of his education, he
became disillusioned with his faith. He started studying
other faiths and held discussions with Christian
missionaries and Muslim ‘u/ama’. Finally, he became
convinced that Islam was the truest among all the
religions. After his conversion to Islam, he wrote Tubfat
al-Hind, which polemically compares Islam with
Hinduism. Needless to say, the book asserts the
supremacy of Islam over other religions, in general, and
Hinduism, in particular.Due to its content and simple
Urdu prose, the book gained significant popularity
among Urdu readers in its time. This article explores the
life and times of Maulavi ‘Ubaid Allah, introduces the

contents of his Tubfat al-Hind, and finally assesses the
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impact of his work on the religious lives of Muslims of

the subcontinent.

Keywords

Maulavi  ‘Ubaid  Allah, Tubfat al-Hind, Muslim
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Summary of the Article

Maulavi ‘Ubaid Allah (d. 1893) was a relatively obscure
Muslim scholar of the 19" century. He is often known

through his book Tubfat al-Hind. Born as Anant Ram in
a Hindu pandit family, he was named Pandit Maulavi by
his contemporaries. His birth place was a small town in
Patiala, which was called mini Banaras because a number
of pandits were residing there. He got his religious
education from pandits. He accumulated deep knowledge
of Hindu scriptures and religious books and remained a
Hindu and an idol worshipper during the life of his
father, Pandit Koti Mal.

Afterwards, he embarked on a quest to find true religion.
He studied Islam and held discussions with Muslim
scholars of his age. He also held discussions with the
pandits of his town and Christian missionaries, but they
couldn't satisfy him and were not able to answer his
queries. As a result, Islam became his only choice. He

secretly became Muslim and started preaching Islam
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among his relatives and people around him. At last he
disclosed his conversion and announced it in a public

gathering of %d prayer on ist Shawwal, 1264 A.H. He

then migrated to Malerkotla and resided there for many
years. After accepting Islam, he became a disciple of
Maulana ‘Ala al-Din and entered in Nagshbandi order of

Sufism.

Maulavi ‘Ubaid Allah acquired importance through his
writings, but detailed information about his life is not
available. It is said that he had written many books;
however, only Tubfat al-Hind has survived. This book
provides some details of his life. One comes to know
through this book that he had a great respect for the Shah
Wali Allah and his family. It is safe to say that he was
ideologically connected with Shah Wali Allah movement.
Maulavi ‘Ubaid Allah’s Tubfat al-Hind was first published

in 1268 A.-H. However, he found that its language was

complicated in style and difficult to understand for the
common people. He revised it and it was again published

from Delhi in 1272 A.H. The book gained significant

popularity. A number of non-Muslims were impressed by

this book and they accepted Islam.

Tubfat al-Hind is an important book in scholastic
philosophy. Its subject is the comparative study of

Islamic faith and creed with the Hindu faith and creed.
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The book is comprised of four chapters. The first chapter

consists of the following parts:

First part : Acquaintance of God

Second part : Acquaintance of Angels

Third part :  About the books revealed from heaven
Fourth part : About the prophets and religions

Fifth part : About the day after death

Sixth part  : About those who are worshiped
Seventh part: About the differences among the religions

Eighth part : About the preaching of the religions

Maulavi ‘Ubaid Allah has compiled the book in such a
way that he presents the Islamic faiths and creeds first
and then tries to prove them on the basis of common
sense. After that he explores the Hindu faiths and rejects
them. He points out their internal contradictions and

declares them illogical.

Maulavi ‘Ubaid Allah contends in his book that there are
so many confusions about the creator in Hindu religious
literature. Muslims believe in the oneness of God in a
simple way, who is neither abstract nor embodied. On
the other hand, both the abstraction and embodiment are
seen in Hindu scriptures. Maulavi ‘Ubaid Allah discusses
the concept of deities in Hinduism and asserts that these

are contrary to the oneness of the creator.



i

In the second part of this chapter, the writer discusses the
concept of angels. He compares the concept of angels in
Islam with the deities of Hinduism and attempts to
demonstrate the purity of angels. In the fourth part, the
writer presents the concept of Prophethood in Islam. He
starts with the brief biography of Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH). He also narrates the details of miracles of
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) such as the accession and
the split of the moon. He is not apologetic about the
miracles. He also discusses briefly about the ethics of the
Prophet (PBUH) and compares them with the character
and ethics of the deities worshipped by the Hindus.
Citing extensively from Hindu literature, he attempts to
demonstrate that these deities were not gods but morally
upright persons. The fifth portion comprises of a brief
study of the concept of hereafter along with its
comparison with the concept of inter-migration of soul in
Hinduism. The sixth portion consists of a detailed

explanation of the pure word, kalimabh tayyibah.

The writer also discusses the internal differences among
the followers of Hinduism. He claims that there are
hundreds of groups in them. Six Shastras are the basic
texts of this religion and one can see clear cut differences
in these books. For him, the differences are not minor.
Their differences and contradictions are on the basis of
their concepts. Thus, they can be termed as major

differences.
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The eighth and the last portion of this chapter belongs to
the preaching of the religion. Islam invites all the
mankind to accept its truth. On the other hand, Hindus
have the belief that Sanatan Dharma is only for
Aryavarta. Maulavi ‘Ubaid Allah argues that contrary to
Hinduism, Islam 1nvites all the mankind into its folds and

thus is a trusthful religion.

The writer discusses rituals in the second chapter. This

chapter has six portions which are as under:

1) The purity and cleanliness.
11) The prayer.
i)  The fasting.

1v) The alms and givings.
V) The Haj;
vi)  Conveying reward of virtuous deed or rite.

The third chapter of the book is on the public affairs.

This chapter has also six portions which are as following:

1) The wedding.

11) Legitimate and illegitimate foods and acts.
11)  Salutation.

tv)  The origination of any act.

V) Gentleness and meanness.

vi)  Judicial system.

This chapter deals with the modern scholastic
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philosophy. The writer also answers the objections of
Hindus on Islam. In short this chapter presents the

practical aspects of Islam and explores its merits.
Style of Prose:

Maulavi ‘Ubaid Allah writes in a simple way and style.
He writes in such a language which was being spoken in
those days. His way of explaining his ideas is not
complicated. He was a scholar of Hindu scriptures. He
often cites from primary Hindus texts in his book. This
is the reason that he has referred to the terms of Hindu
religion which have come from Sanskirit language and
are unfamiliar to a common reader. On the other hand,
the terms of Islam are from Arabic language. Some terms
are unfamiliar and are difficult to understand. Generally,
this book is written in a simple language and is easy to
understand. This book is an important contribution to
modern Urdu prose. That is why we can consider
Maulavi ‘Ubaid Allah as one of the pioneers of the

modern Urdu prose.
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