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The scientific tafseer of the Quran and Dawah: a

study of “Kitab e Zindegi”
Iffat Batool ®

Abstract: The scientific revolution has left the world in awe and laid the
foundation for scientific evidence-based research. It has also provided the
premise for religious scholars to incorporate scientific precepts into their
learning and interpretation of the Quran. This idea was proposed by early
Muslim Scholars like Ghazali and Razi. However, this field has become
increasingly important in the contemporary era as Muslim researchers seek to
inspire western scholars and attract their attention to the miraculous nature
of the Quran.

In this context, this article provides a critical analysis of Sultan Bashir's
Quran's scientific interpretation of Surah Fatihah and Baqarah to highlight his
efforts in this regard and to guide future research in this area of study.
Keywords: Qur’an, science, interpretation, Kitab-e-zindagi, Da‘wah,

Summary of the article:

The article signifies the importance of interpreting the Quranic verses that refer
to the signs of nature with scientific theories and evidence since it is one of the
most effective ways of preaching Islam in the contemporary era.

The author has based his argument on the case study of Sultan Bashir's Quran's
scientific interpretation and has sought to critically analyze it by dividing the
work into two parts: the first part comprises the introduction along with the
explanation of the relevance of this aspect with the responsibility of Dawah in
today’s day and age, whereas the second half is a critical analysis of the author's
contribution to the field, concluding with the main objectives of the study.
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The miraculous revelation of the Quran was bestowed upon the Prophet
P.B.U.H. Scholars of all times and ages have explored its eloquence. The early
writings focused on linguistics, rulings, and prophecies. However, in the
twentieth century, scholars started exploring the scientific aspects of the Quran,
beginning with Imam Ghazali, followed by Imam Raazi and Imam Zarkashi, in
correspondence with the revolutionary developments in the scientific fields by
Western scientists.

The scholars contributing to this field can be divided into two groups: those
greatly influenced by Western philosophy like Sir Syed Ahmad Khan, Jamal-ud-
Din Afghani, and Muhammad Ali Pasha who believed that the Quran cannot be
contradictory to any scientific fact and they tried to at times interpret verses in an
inappropriate way just to successfully align them with a scientific fact; whereas
the other group of scholars believed that the use of science to explain and prove
the miracles of the book, and to preach Islam to the disbelievers it not only
necessary but inevitable.

Sultan Bashir-ud-Deen Mahmood, a scientist, engineer, and the recipient of
Sitara-e-Imtiaz, explains that the purpose of his book is to provide valuable
insights into what Quran has to offer to mankind in the 21st century. The book
provides a balanced scientific explanation of the Quranic verses highlighting the
moral values of a Muslim community, unlike some scholars who just focused on
unnecessary referencing of Scientific facts and at times barely hypotheses that
were later refuted by the scientists themselves by interpreting Quranic Verses
accordingly.

However, because he did not acquire any formal education in the field of Tafseer,
some valid questions can be raised against him as he did not consider the
authentic Ahadith for Tafseer in certain instances. The scientific interpretation
can only be considered as an extension of the provided explanations and not be
declared as the original meaning intended, whereas he on multiple occasions
only focused on the scientific meaning and presented it as the original meaning,
for instance interpreting “fasaad fil Ardh” (Pu & 5U3) as Environmental Pollution,
thereby completely ignoring the meaning narrated by Ibn Abbas R A.

Similarly, the cause of revelation must be mentioned, or else the contribution will
be considered incomplete and at times misunderstood. Furthermore, no opinion
can be presented as absolute, considering tentative opinions must not be
associated with the unchangeable nature of the Quran.

Furthermore, the writer must not be ignorant of the pretexts provided by the
previous scholars and must not label them as ignorant or unaware of the
meaning as the Quran is a guide for mankind of all times.

Also, excessive referencing of the science of philosophy undermines the
uniqueness of the Quran. Avoiding such mistakes will surely add to the
eminence of the book and the field of scientific interpretation of the Quran which
is undoubtedly one of the most required fields today.
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