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ABSTRACT

As the first generation of Islamic history and the
direct witnesses to the revelation of the divine law,
the opinions of the Companions of the Holy
Prophet (PBUH) hold significant position in the
Muslim  theological ~ and  legal  tradition.
Consequently, the Muslim Ummab has treated their
sayings, actions, and understanding of legal issues—
often termed as athar of the Companions—as one of
the most important sources of Islamic law besides the
Qur’an and the sunnab. Their opinions and decrees

constitute one of the basic foundations on which all
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classical legal systems are based, though there are
interesting debates among them regarding the
framework in which these opinions and decrees are
to be used. This article analyzes the framework in
which Hanaft jurists utilized the athar of the
Companions while citing various examples from
Hanafi legal tradition.
Keywords

Hanafi legal tradition, Companions of the Prophet
(PBUH), athar, Islamic jurisprudence
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Summary of the Article

As the first generation of Muslims and the direct
witnesses to the revelation of the divine law, the
opinions of the Companions of the Holy Prophet
(PBUH) hold a significant position in the Islamic
theological and legal tradition. Consequently, the
Muslim ummah treated their sayings, actions, and
understanding of legal issues—often termed athar of
the Companions—as one of the most important
sources of Islamic law besides the Qur’an and the
sunnah. Their opinions and decrees constitute one of

the basic foundations on which classical Islamic
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schools of law are based, though there are interesting
debates among them regarding the framework in
which these opinions and decrees are to be used. This
article analyzes the framework in which Hanafi
jurists utilized the athar of the Companions while
citing various examples from Hanafi legal tradition.
The Hanafi jurists accept the traditions of the
Companions of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) as one of
the key sources of Islamic law after the Qur’an and
the sunnah. However, it is clear in the jurisprudential
interpretations of HanafT jurists that they only accept
traditions as a path of guidance in non-textual
rulings, i.e., the rulings that are not prescribed by or
derived from the Qur’an and the sumnab. Hanafi
jurists also take into account some external evidences
while utilizing the athar of the Companions. These
include, among others, giving preference to the athar
of those who are regarded as more illustrious among
the Companions; acceptability of the point of view
of the majority of the Companions; athar having
credence in the collective wisdom and thinking of
the people of Iraq and the people of Hijaz, etc.

According to HanafT jurists, the argumentation based
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on the athar of the Companions and their utilization
in legal issues should be predicated upon independent

reasoning (;j¢zhad) and deductive logic.
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