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Difference of Readings in Sirat al-Fatihah: A
Critical Study of Arthur Jeffery’s Views

Saeed Ul haq Jadoon ®

Abstract: The orientalists aim to prove that human-made changes occurred in
the Qur’an. To achieve this purpose, a group of orientalists made efforts to prove
this claim relying on different shadhdh readings of the Qur’an. Arthur Jeffery, an
American orientalist, played a pivotal role in raising doubts about the text of the
Qur’an. He identified differences in readings of the Qur’an with the help of
Islamic books related to the subject. He explored collectively different readings of
the Qur’an in his book Materials for the History of the Text of the Qur’an, in which
he argued that during the era of the Companions, many Companions possessed
their codecs with different readings and words. Furthermore, he complied
Mugaddimah fi “Ulium al-Qur’an based on the following two old manuscripts:
Mugaddimat Kitab al-Mabani and Mugqaddimat Ibn ‘Atiyyah. He opines that
differences in the Qur’anic readings are not correct and that getting to the
original text is not only difficult but also impossible. He made Siirat al-Fatihah a
point of departure for his research because this strah is the preface of the Qur'an
and is shorter in terms of words. Arthur Jeffery raised doubts and suspicion
about the differences in the readings of Sirat al-Fatihah. This article studies the
views of Arthur Jeffery about the differences in the readings of Sirat al-Fatihah.

Keywords: Qur’anic study, Orientalists, Mission, Differences, Readings

Summary of the Article

The American Orientalist Arthur Jeffrey extensively worked on Qur’anic studies.
He conducted focused research on various recitations of the Qur’an and explored
its other facets. He compiled in his book Materials for the History of the Text of
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the Qur'an weak reports (da‘if riwayat), rare readings (shadhdh qira’at), and
differences in recitations (ikhtilaf al-qira’at) from Islamic books, especially Kitab
al-Masahif. Jeffrey attempted to establish that during the era of the Companions
of the Prophet (Sahabah), many Companions had their copies of the Qur’an,
known as masahif, with different recitations. Due to the variations found in
them, one cannot rely on them. He rendered the Qur’an into English under the
title The Qur’an, wherein the inclusion of Sirat al-Fatihah and Sirat al-
Muzzammil was contested. In addition, he did research on two manuscripts of
ultm al-Qur’an namely Mugaddimat Kitab al-Mabani and Mugaddimat Ibn *Atiyyah.
He published this research as Mugaddimah fi ‘Uliim al-Qur’an. Jeffery’s purpose
behind this work is to argue that the recitations (gira’at) of the Qur'an are not
accurate or correct. Therefore, to discover the original Qur’anic text is not only
difficult for Muslims but also impossible. To achieve this goal, he made Siirat al-
Fatihah a point of reference for his research because this siirah is a preface to the
Qur’an and shorter in terms of words. That is why, in his targeted readings of
Strat al-Fatihah, Jeffery raised doubts about it, relying on rare readings. He also
argued that it was not a part of the Qur’an. He believed that this short sirah did
not belong to the Qur'an properly; instead, it is a little prayer made up of
Qur’anic phrases, placed as an introduction to the Qur’an, and is commonly
recited before the reading of any portion thereof. On the contrary, Muslims
believe that Siirat al-Fatihah is a part of the Qur'an. The Prophet (peace be on
him) declared this strah to be a part of the Qur’an, which is explained in many
Prophetic traditions. Thus, Jeffery’s view has no solid basis.

Jeffery’s argument is based on the difference in the readings of malik and malik.
He agreed with the TR (Text Reading) against the alternative reading malik
which, according to him, some others read as malik. It seems that Jeffrey does not
understand the recitations; otherwise, both recitations are correct according to all
the scholars of the recitations. As far as the recitation of malik is concerned, no
one has ever reported this recitation.

Regarding the recitation of ihdina, Jeffery tried to show the difference in reading.
He writes, “So read Lz5 tual by Ali but others said he read, see Ibni Mas'td’s

reading Laal 3u, Ws”. Here Jeffery has misquoted the text. The original text is Ju s

Laal Jeffrey also tried to cast doubt on the text of the Qur’an by the difference in

the readings of al-sirat and al-sirdt. However, the experts of the recitations agree
that both readings have the same meaning, so both are correct. Jeferry made the
use of {ZILA 5 e ;};}faﬁil 2} in place of [ AMATIN e ;;ijéﬁil %} a topic of
discussion. However, it is clear to the scholars of the recitations that the former is
written here as an explanation, not as an alternative recitation. Jeffery does not
adhere to any of the principles of gira’at, which is why his research has no
academic value.
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3- Arthur Jeffery, Materials For The History Of The Text Of The Qur’an The Old
Codices (Published by Isha Books, 2015), 1.



I

3 Oledia L/(Kﬁ;/? iae ol Lediessl LU LS Lodis b 0y L T )
b w2 AT e N Ao I o 2 (U ST 5l
J/{_Luthg'?éJJ"Jﬂ4_m‘ugufu»d:u;zun}mfuf}f‘gtf
-‘Ldgtﬁufdﬁ”

@Tm‘%(;@/.g/"uﬁu""LJf!/ﬂg!/?c}u"I‘a,ﬁ‘ 56 p2 FT
e ﬂ“élgt/cf.t‘(w.i}u‘f/é/uf/"c)m WU E L JELZ U
e Fos B L Fyefis S 200382 37 L U i lon S K Ui
O iy & AL T i

Materials for the /;!OT,?:M (’J’l‘p d oL:A.uud_ Lm0
éﬁ‘ol}',’,«m!.’aﬂ/ﬂ!Jﬁu‘}(;,lyi)',éﬁluﬁHistory of the text of the Qur’an
yiie Ju”//g/JLuJ;@/J“&T}/&&Qﬁr/&@*,ﬁf’mJw
el Pl T Fesr  Sud e SQTE L3005y L ot
S 53 S\ entesle S iz
y Jy 32 3 sl el p WS b S W15

B % J&/!‘J!-%le({&d’&lﬁ’jw‘bf St SESUTS
kel 1385 e See oo 1 e s S0 S Pblf e e
ANEESTIENSS S et St S ot O o J P o syfesr
u’t‘aa,al}é?uf}gzg/@!L;f”ﬂ”dg:‘aﬁggﬁamw-‘aﬁcnufd“(/ﬂ&
ng/&:”)f%,‘?}d‘/"%k{(’&jéLd})uﬁyt{%W})’M@f}?’/ﬂ]lﬁ’gg}y

4~ Arthur Jeffery, The Qur'an Scripture, the textural History of Qur’an
(Newyark: Risl F more Company, 1952), 1.

179201990 ALl lsezs ) r%ll ghS:djLﬂiduﬂuijﬂl//;{l -0
IIZEISYPRY Pt TR



10

[5.',!/.:/}'U‘f}[c«//u’!m;VJVd:u;Jr/a/Qﬁéﬁ /&M}Jéﬁﬂ}g
LR TG o = Lir Lo §F Ui b S K e
-‘a.fgﬁo/bdﬁ)dbgagﬁa

(Gap of Research)U*;(}?;
d/":?/?/"ﬁwccaw/“ﬁt“-uj%.;g’oﬂls»&(/?/é'!@1}”1&”;;4;;}
"Orientalism on Variant Readings dez}/‘ K :d/,yg,//(!i ﬁ/b" /.23)4: 4 5 g
SIS U aa) (‘)-‘a Al =z of the Qur’an: The Case of Arthur Jeffery"
/MJ‘,Z/”»AKJ_LE»J!:,uu'fL“;JWU‘WW/?/?/T)@/“"’%!::T 3 etol 3
LU WY SEJE b S ol P 3 = 2 LN e Vg
ESP e sl 1L p2 3T ol 2 S el U 2W050r = e &

SEFIEL St Leu S end

el K32 T STFBF o sl U L ooy s B 215
-‘Ly@wf&cﬁmﬁmﬁfﬁwmu:wg?‘%gs’ww&“’;

Kot L2 ST AN S ST Goo J U377 06 15
5 N Lot LE B ol oM e 1), Pt A
“ J;g{.é,lbzi}uufﬁ;&J‘?L;gfrwﬁ“u Sy erst JBate (190A
9 J_tz»w4_w-‘Lu:a’;zr(Mukﬁ/?,?wﬂsmg?wmr&yd/uﬁu’//w
Al 210K F s 1 LS p2 BT E sy el f ke (s g0 &S I
WY AR sl ES el e 1 s e TS SLS

7-  Mohammad Akram Chaudhary, "Orientalism on Variant Readings of the
Qur’an: The Case of Arthur Jeffer", The Americal Journal of Islamic Social
Sciences, 12: 02.

8- https:/ /forum.mohaddis.com/threads/ Accessed on 26/ 08/ 2022.

9- https:/ /tocs.asianindexing.com/index.php?t=Every&f=Contentsé&q
Accessed on 26/8/ 2022.




1

.@V(chg;u’!-‘gyﬂii} Ko so T} L NSt $p2 ZT40
PSS
AL 241 i

1l e St SE M LES TS Seils G § 2 A7
et U UMK e J'&/JL/QL*MJRZ?%&/d/J}L
Lo f nl o0 s i6uimr SES T d L S ase
s ut‘ﬁd/c«l.l}?cé!ﬂj;q:;ﬁuﬁ&@‘fL/CZLGZJUW!‘/V“[oSﬁ!GJV
Materials .,CJ/&,JLd/?oj:‘ﬁ(c,yydf/?u;!/"Jﬁ!-é.ﬁ,@;&@‘ = a2l
di U e 19 :.Lf'/Jf' U~ for the History of the text of the Qur an
e sl § Olzadie UG o getet oot foaer e 1 Gamlall s ot
SNstee 576 e ol Dodio sl Gl o 3 GLU S =3P 00 2c O 3
el Pl e fii e &8 L0l e JF o el
el U Al S0 g e

O A s I Bl o Y1 Bl OY (g pme b 5eb GLL LS il U

3 eals Cadb 8T & 1ib sl e LW Adonall 3 U3 Sy e 43 Ly

. Gl o5 (3 GULY S ol s 8l n 1 25 s Blnef o

e Bt 2 bk a2 5 aoh 2o S Ut ™ e L QL0

?g'%ijﬂL}’ﬂ,g:u:u%}(m”’"'?T:%&tfﬁdﬂw&’jwMUL{%’M&U;’(UI/{()}D}{!@! —fe
Pol e w50 AL 17 K T Wit e Lt e 2 Lt L
eyl il Ll U U0 e il A JJ.?,T Lt S oG
A1) NI 557 22D ™ b il sl sf el 2 ¢ i

RIS C RN IRN W

P07 il 21 23S 12T p e (§ OladedS 20T )



1<

?C’/I’CKJUJILE’Q/CJ/Lufdﬁ WV&/yW&,ILUﬁL%MJ?Uﬁ&@/»&)ﬁ

B s b L

uw:u:z/%f’u{!ﬁ:uj,yw.ﬁ”ziu’?‘g ke o xﬁ.w.,Cfd/»
Ll S ATE U 5y T s 3 3 5 el ol P 06T 2§
el e A1

(Slias ST o Gt s Ll sl Jal e g8 1 DL )l Cias L

7 S5 i 5T 20 EY 2o g 85 1S 5 cas Lol

L7 2t B0 it g A Gt i et dog F oo L bse o)

(-i_fg.;,mu:mwr“

/?/TLMZE‘_///’:",&/&&!J! :uij:Coﬁquju:c«ld;J/V/u]»d
JJ/V/U,JMU!uﬁoﬂd/“:.lf’/é@[u’!p! LL/Z?J@&%LJL/U!»UIL&/?
4_y[c,wffuﬂ&Ldﬁ”%ad}ﬁ}/!’f‘aﬁ%géc_awuu)uu Kl
Iu}éuﬁcﬁd:?l:’/&.!d/'t?/?ﬂc,)_!iu'hgu!;/w

LA )b 3 Sl G ol JI sl (S etdl UG 2l fomnad 035

Wﬁuﬁ\ﬂrfwwyijjé\ﬁéM“ \o.).:o.lﬁ'o.)munl.@_lw.a“ \&J\JSJ

)1 G i ol Sl sasidl e Tazas

L1l gL, e T Pl s G Sl Sani3 > ™)

55 RSl e s em § S d i e o F L5 G S

(Yo es IS s 1 e by

%uﬁ‘/udduwf&aé;mﬂ&K/ﬁydﬁuwéuzﬁ/uﬂ'gd/?
d}ﬁflﬂ?d,r‘:"Lﬂ"{tuuﬁuelﬂ?&’/C)/:’,f:’ﬁ1VQLU/?J&'J! _u:z%
L L 1 w6 SN P SuE N LTE S win f o §ES TS

-W:/Mf‘f —Ir
-W:/Mf‘f -



YA

:f_ L&M@}(Kf}%f"vi (Bergstrasser)/’)’-’?/./.‘})/,:uﬁdqr‘tLu/!
O f e NP et LS ST e Uil 172
KIS e AL b1 A2 S S s s £ 6
REL Pl SIS ST = St Sed 1A (s 2 B
Senesi i S T SEETS  a AE S B e oS T
Tikedl U1 e &S5 SuF el G § 52 5T 6
£ P ECFI IS G PP Sl S
UL p2 BT 8w p g"" Pt e

BEESS v o S i T 6T J S 205 § 2 3T
wjd/uizrfa/ru’! J~The Koran.,L"J/@.!Lu’!{_u’hbg § w,?JwVQ it
e dipUi-e | o084 = ¢t L "Al-Fatiha: The Opener S =
g2l nl S
This short Sura does not belong to the koran proper, but is a

lettle prayer, a kind of cento made up of koranic phrases,
placed as an introducation to the Book, and commonly

recited befor the reading of any portion thereof.(1s)

ALk Feseclonds® L See Fod P Poe ol f o )
(b ISPt e G 03T (60 g (B G St dns
Cededenride (U ew 2 Lo} s F30 S0
:uj&gd/?/?ﬂ’gn?_/yw)d/c,gu’!/?(l.‘a‘»m_{!
u!’}ﬁ&“?mfr‘agtgnulfcfu(uéujucfg,?cuj&oﬂg(ow&éﬁwmyﬂg
Coci St o (I e St L o 0w B0
S LT e ST f s S Je 61 S b é?&dgéé/d/’ub

14— Jeffery, The Qur an Scripture, the textural History of Quran, 103.

15~ Arthur jeffery, The Koran, Selected Suras (New YorkD: Over Publication, inc,
Milona,), 23.



19

™ -g:ﬂuﬁ;&f&uﬁ;u;E;Lut’}qji'guﬁf‘awun/Ju)u

KT S N1 elesh e 3T 3050 U e dfosd e § 2 T
‘au‘f,auémJLzﬂKm%u‘fJ/b?KuT ";,m,fdbﬁé/u:m Ry
55 I LA P RS ST e i 6T S T e K1
Sl s bt S 25 L/@w’u‘éy’gﬁ/‘;/@@&’”,ﬁm
B AU SN L N2 BEESE S el S e T v
}¢§4J¢b/.vmuoim_4“1UL~/,J/L25£J!/;;A/".~,M/J| u:gyu&(’gu%t
il e SSFE w85 S RS e BEESS S
S it 5o B Gt it 3 o e U S s L 2 AT
‘uj‘L//J“’/JiGJt{éuﬁﬁbx"’”mLuf/"/é_t/tfw(qu/u{!,m“.s}
2l Sl dirui o Ut

Some of the early condices did not contain it at all, and

certain famous commentators began their exegesis with
Stra.(7)

I GG A ot U SES v 1 e b8 5 12)
(-‘LL/C) ¥ /J e $ns ik Sy
A L35 Sl atle S gty el P les P S 2 ST
(¢ S T2 s 3 Sy Y 3 sms ) 8" W02 2 S P o &5 20
(L& 20 2W5m o5 5 5 1)

S NS SF 1P SR it L 2T
‘ag:/!}a/r@! Jﬁ/uf}fiwme ﬁ?ﬁ/&fdﬂbs%p/ﬁwGLUT}

16~  Arther jeffery , The Muslim World (Qira’at of sirat ul fatiha, 1939), 29: 159.

17-  Arthur jeffery,The Koran, selected suras, 23.
s D0, 3ty LA Sl = (gl e Sl £ 2 T B I

I ol a1 :(m‘l‘VH:A:Q Ayl g',\.\gj“ b\.}



s

of AP WAL BB ES G I EE S R e S 520 BT b S S 2
VGLekta 0, Y5 ¢ V1 B Vs sl 3 Y5 60 3 5 5 el
uﬁfu:uﬁ’/z/‘;‘auﬁu/?,:dt‘»d/fu»b»acur&l-{' Lﬁ”;uﬁfn“‘alg(’y/)
(LT 2
Jﬁ@!b’/r@}'.’am(!L ﬁiﬁ';“é/dufuﬁﬂ/fﬁffg%f.afuwtg
e U SES ST e 1 A Lot p i BBE S St St
..,mKw?‘LJ’JK.«duw P A b F Ul el e I
:uj&g’;n;)f(ﬁq,du,y,»w
oo Ol QLA (o 225 053 5l OF e 0l el gl - 2 (65501 G
It G o ol JBs oy s JBL 3 smas ool 8 5 Log iS5 Ls o
S 205 58 ol Bl B 4 o Ul £ 5 503 sree () do 23S Ma s
T 221 0 4all Led 5 ais
Sleee 6T} 2618 59 S G L KU S Sl S 2T 2S99 W)
(é;m‘gfgu‘atﬂfdyL%%f"wﬁmg/'gm?mmKzgfu’(:_utw’guj
&ndﬁfg;,m9@%43“‘”&%:;*”@',,(9&@ wJJ’LC@Lryw -‘guﬁf}
L3 60 b T G e e 0 g LU e
(cuprzy
og,J}Ji?”@?;f”@&tyf+yf/%ﬂKu/o/fwu‘fuﬁ:’?&xﬁgfﬂ
K 2 S e NP e S S s S FE S
wui‘.ﬁﬁ"ff,c,ga‘»«Vg;iﬁutfu{f%gufm:,Lnymf/"g?u?l[
1l e Wl erizd ﬁ;?gg"é/dmmguf’g BE S o
i S ol oot G N1 B T it s P

LT ST RTINSy NP IRCIPRPS (LTS A Dt

PN P (180 5 all Jls ) O 3 p e Ol J.J\fu”/ﬂwumumu —te



Zl

(")-fw:uw%%:f.t‘
J!L(“JuLg,m%gf“uf;/ayyunJ_H‘Jufwu&W}w,w
gl nl T 2601 F0F e sUz e S S
umff,g)d/&@d/u’! :ufﬁ(uf},ft’nuf()ydgcf,ﬁfrﬁ —f
_& 2 S et oIt Suir
S5 0 20150s Sz e robT el ™ 3 SE8, 0 i bss 1
) 2T Phor & 515 s 32 T /yﬁci“a/“mc,,,i’!dﬁ =
cold e i wi Bl E it S $UF prety,
J&Laf‘?t/,ts‘mg@z/‘;;u@!Luﬁ?m‘ﬂt{mmm(&[w_,>,
MV Py
G0 e EFSEL S ek Sl e e s LG 5T
Might U o S e dngiyolhed FUmdef 27 e 602 2
_‘L&tg J. < bWi<& Perhaps, may be, It may have so, It is assumed be,
ol BT SIS e U S s B Sk
e e ST S e NS S5 LT st s L0 205 &S e 5

SIS e o) £Sain 6 o S OT AN AWl Jordll 241 8 1

Li e 13lael g Y 018 & 518 0T o g 58 5L p 512 ¥ g S ST LgliSpae 1Y
(PAL B ) oall G s JS a3 3 22006 L3 LISGLY ol

= of S O S Gty Sl culdl el oyl Y g T iy, Ll 1
oo o ] 3 sl a8 (2 43 A2 Y OTY (LIS e oa3bl 5 Jandl Jo2
(-rac @/g”gﬁf.u).\:@@s 3 oyla Y 0T 31

wigy 5 o | ol hny OF 3 O &l fe I3 Jaod 415 M G 5 3 Lo 7

(_r’/\a@/f?f;jl):lwlé-\ L”ST) ‘.Ll C?-)



VA 4

Fo £ BT mStEnt From T & e gfnf £F L)
S L Je Aer Lo S et P L i
st U s e (B P E L e LB K 2T
SR S-S PE T G R ATVl y -3 PPN

=u3“&6Ln;)J3;4Ln;yKuf}
It will be noticed that in it man is addressing Allah, Where

as in the koran propher it is always Allah addressing
man. )

ST b L1 o e b S 2 5 DT (o)1 b bty

(et /Wiy

W SUbea b 5 e (5 ks e U1 S U S 32
S o3t VLl g P S et fnm e ool § 7 1 L U
‘"jﬁ?d/){l‘/j#w’;nz"_/ugﬁg)J‘/tu’!-%u‘f“ﬂ! (f}’j”uf!cuﬁwz:cur
o3 el T Igadl T L esls ol Jls bl 0N Ll s 5550707 20
ui‘c,mw’gdwmfu{f‘aﬂt(:"jrtug K gD el o3 LoV
YAl LIPS L1 s e E & A W TL i S sk
(-LLF
,«':’KJV(J:M&'?U}I;WI?A“

A e S S Pl i 20 S b 5T
,fuuwug;m/"gfv ZodE i 205 uf/“:”fwud)ﬁ/?ﬂ_‘alud}wﬂ
,{(L:VZ:VJJ(U-J!,Jlﬁul’fc,/”}[u’!}}?}gLJI-%U:‘;_'«C’/&?J!J/‘Lﬁ KT}y
:wﬁd}ﬁ/ﬂ;).vw,;utg“a;w'b“fh,w;tgm/"

25-  Arthur jeffery, The Koran, selected suras, 23.

AT el



VA o

As though that were the first Sura The Fatiha with its seven
clauses has become a short of pater Noster. being used a part
as part of each of the daily prayer service.(27)
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