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Tafsir Fath al-‘Aziz and the Debate over Its
Completion or non-Completion: An Appraisal

Muhammad Ans Hassan®

ABSTRACT

Shah ‘Abd al-‘Aziz was the son of an illustrious Muslim
scholar of the Indian Subcontinent, Shah Wali Allah.
Like his father, he was greatly interested in Qur’anic
Studies and wrote a commentary on the Qur’an in
Persian titled Fath al-‘Aziz. This commentary, however, is
not found in its complete form anywhere. Only the
commentary on 184 verses (#yat) of the second chapter, al-
Bagarah and on the last two parts (#7za") of the Qur’an is
published in two volumes. It is commonly thought that
the commentary had remained incomplete and only the
parts that have been published were penned down. There
are, however, certain clues to the possibility that Shah
‘Abd al-‘Aziz might have completed the commentary but

most of it was lost. This article appraises the views about
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the completion or non-completion of this commentary

and assesses the evidence of each side.
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Summary of the Article

Shah ‘Abd al-‘Aziz inherited an interest in the Qur’an
from his forefathers. His father, Shah Wali Allah, is
credited for popularizing Qur’anic studies in the Indian
subcontinent by translating the Qur’an in Persian and
penning other pioneering works on Qur’anic sciences.
He also used to give lectures, explaining the Qur’anic text

to the masses.

Shah ‘Abd al-‘Aziz continued the tradition of his family
and dedicated much of his life to studying and teaching
the Qur’an. Like his father, he used to give lectures to
explain the Qur’anic text. It is said that hundreds of
students used to attend these lectures. When he reached
the age of forty-nine and his eyesight became extremely
weak, he started dictating his commentary on the Qur’an
(tafsir), Fath al-‘Aziz, upon the insistence of one of his
students, Shaikh Musaddiq al-Din ‘Abd Allah. Although

his tafsir did not gain much popularity, it is, nevertheless,
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an important document especially for understanding the
works of his father on the Qur’an, as hinted by scholars
such as Maulana ‘Ubayd Allah Sindhi.

The preface of Fath al-‘Aziz indicates that Shah ‘Abd al-
‘Aziz initially dictated zafsir of the first chapter, al-
Fatibhah, and last two sections (#jza) of the Qur’an and
then dictated tafsir of the second chapter, al-Bagarah. It is
commonly thought that the zafsir could not be completed
and that only the above-mentioned parts were penned

down.

However, regardless of the commonly held views, the
opinions of scholars over the completion or non-
completion of Fath al-‘Aziz are divided:

1. Some scholars have contended that Shah ‘Abd al-
‘Az12’s tafsir was in many thick volumes, most of
which was lost during the 1857 war.

2. Most of the scholars hold that Shah ‘Abd al-‘Aziz
only dictated the tafsir of the first chapter, al-
Fatibah, 184 verses (ayat) of the second chapter, al-
Bagarah, and last two sections (gjza) of the
Qur’an.

3. A group of scholars claim that Shah ‘Abd al-‘Aziz
completed his tafsir. They argue that unpublished

parts of tafsir are found in other writings of Shah
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‘Abd al-‘Aziz and its manuscript might be
discovered if efforts are put to explore the old
libraries of the Indian subcontinent. It is further
claimed that a complete copy of Shah ‘Abd al-
‘Az1z’s tafsir in Persian was once available with

the Qadi of Akbarabad.

In this article, the arguments of each opinion have been
presented in detail. Furthermore, an attempt is made to
present an informed opinion about the debate by taking
into account all the above three opinions over the

completion/non-completion of Tafsir Fath al-‘Aziz.
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