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ABSTRACT

Allama Muhammad Igbal kept a notebook in which he
used to write brief notes on a variety of subjects. He
titled this notebook Stray Reflections. First published in
1961 with an introduction by his son Javed Igbal, the
notebook has been translated several times into Urdu.
These include translations by Iftikhar Ahmad Siddiqi,
Miyan Sajid ‘Ali and ‘Abd al-Haqq. ‘Abd al-Haqq, the
professor emeritus at Delhi University, is one of the most
prominent names in the Igbal studies. Apart from the
translation of Igbal’s notebook, he has published several
volumes on different aspects of Igbal’s thought. This

article introduces all the above-mentioned translations of
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Stray Reflections while focusing on the prominent features
of the translation of ‘Abd al-Haqgq.
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Beees
Summary of the Article

Professor ‘Abd al-Haqq, the professor emeritus at Delhi
University, is a respected figure of Urdu language in
India. He is also one of the most prominent names in the
Igbal studies. He has forty years of teaching experience
and is serving as the Vice Chairman of Igbal Academy of
India. Besides his critically acclaimed works on Igbal’s
thought, ‘Abd al-Haqq has also translated the notebook
of Igbal, Stray Reflections.

Allama Muhammad Igbal kept a notebook in which he
used to write brief notes on a variety of subjects. He
initially named it Stray Thoughts but later changed the
title of the notebook to Stray Reflections. The diary was

first published in 1961 along with an introduction by

Igbal’s son Javed Igbal. A glance at the entries of Stray
Reflection reveals the state of Igbal’s mind through the
different periods of his life in which he was writing these
brief notes in his notebook. The ideas, though scattered,
give a glimpse of the flow of Igbal's thoughts. The ideas

presented in the diary were not written down under any
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specific plan, so there is no specific relation between these

1deas.

Igbal stayed in Europe for a short period of time. During
this time, the atmosphere of Europe greatly impacted his
mind. After his return, there was a clear change in his
mind. During this period, he contemplated the mysteries
of the evolution of the individual along with the
evolution of the nation. He provided the intellectual
foundations on which the future politics was based and

the buildings of philosophy and selflessness were built.

Ever since the first publication of Stray Reflections, there
has been an urge to understand the intellectual content of
Igbal’s notebook. Naturally, there have been several
translations of Stray Reflections in Urdu. These include
translations by Iftikhar Ahmad Siddiqi, Miyan Sajid ‘Ali
and ‘Abd al-Haqq. Iftikhar Ahmad Siddiqgi’s translation
of Stray Reflections is titled Shadhrat-i Fikr-i Igbal. The
title of Miyan Sajid ‘Ali’s translation is Muntashar
Khayalat-i Igbal, while ‘Abd al-Haqq’s translation has
been published under the title Bikhre Khayalat. This

article introduces all the above-mentioned translations of

Stray Reflections while focusing on the prominent features

of the translation of ‘Abd al-Haqgq.

So far, several editions of ‘Abd al-Haqq’s translation have

come to light. The first edition came out in 1975 and the

latest edition was published in 2015 with some additions
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of newly discovered brief notes of Igbal. The translator
has also given the English text of Iqbal’s notes along with
his translation of it. ‘Abd al-Haqq’s translation of Igbal’s
notebook is marked by clarity and lucidity which
distinguishes it from the other translations of Stray

Reflections.
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