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ABSTRACT

Javaid Ahmad Ghamidi, a contemporary Muslim
modernist scholar, holds that the three established rituals
of hajj and ‘umrah can be regarded as independent rituals
in religion, which he categorises as nadhar (votive
offering). The ritual is performed by fulfilling three
conditions: 1) abstaining from removing body hair, 2)
refraining from clipping nails, and 3) trimming or shaving
the head. According to Ghamidi, all believers can
perform this rite, without any spatio-temporal
restriction, as a supererogatory act. The Prophet
(P.B.U.H.), he believes, encouraged Muslims to

voluntarily observe it on the occasion of ‘id al-adha. This
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is inferred by combining the information found in two
Prophetic narrations, one reported by Umm Salamah and
the other by ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Amr. In Ghamidt’s view, all
believers whether or not they are offering the animal
sacrifice may offer such nadhar. For doing so, they would
follow the two aforestated restrictions from the
beginning of Dhu al-Hijjah (the twelfth month of the
Islamic calendar) and trim or shave their heads on the ‘1d
day after the animal has been slaughtered (if they are to
offer the sacrifice) or in any time during the day (if they
are not to offer the sacrifice). This last act is seen as a
token of the completion of their votive offering to God.
After a careful discussion of Ghamidi’s view, this article
concludes that the religious and rational arguments put
forward by Ghamidi are insufficient to relate the three
rites (separately mentioned in the above Prophetic
narrations) to the corresponding rites of hajj and ‘umrah
and generalize them, out of the context, as one

standalone ritual.
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Summary of the Article

Is it binding upon a Muslim, intending to perform an

animal sacrifice on %d al-adba, to avoid clipping nails and
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trimming body hair from the first day of dbu al-hijjah
until the animal has been sacrificed? Scholars have
disagreed regarding its obligatory status. Some jurists and
scholars of hadith consider both these acts prohibited
(haram) for a person intending to sacrifice an animal.
Others consider them undesirable (makruh). However,
the majority of jurists, especially from the first generation

of Muslims, considered them permissible acts (mubah).

The disagreement stems from the differences in their
approaches to an instruction attributed to the Prophet
Muhammad (P.B.U.H.) and reported by one of his wives,
Umm Salamah. Scholars who consider the hadith reliable,
and consider such ahad reports (badiths reported by only
one narrator) sufficient to derive an independent ruling
from, prohibit the clipping of nails and the trimming of
hair in the said period. On the other hand, those scholars
who doubt the reliability of this report, both from the
perspective of the unreliability of chain of narrators
and/or text of hadith, or do not consider ahad reports
sufficient to establish such a ruling, do not prohibit these

acts.

In the matter under discussion, Javaid Ahmad Ghamidi
(b. 1951) differs from all three scholarly opinions
mentioned above and takes a somewhat unique position.

Ghamidr’s view is that among the established rituals of
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hajj and ‘wumrah, some rituals can be regarded as having an
independent status in religion. Muslims can observe any
of these as a supererogatory act (nafl), anytime they wish
to do so. The first is circumambulation of the ka‘bah
(tawaf), the second is the sa‘y (walking back and forth) of
Safa and Marwah, the third is sacrificing an animal and
the fourth one he calls nadhar (votive offering). This last
ritual itself consists of three practices, which are also

observed during bajj and ‘umrah:

1) Abstaining from removing body hair;
2) refraining from clipping the nails; and
3) trimming or shaving the head.

According to Ghamidi, all believers can perform this
offering, without any spatiotemporal restriction, as a
supererogatory act of worship. Tawaf and sa‘y are
restricted to their respective locations and cannot be
performed anywhere else. However, Muslims may
perform nadhar as tatawwu® (voluntarily) without
performing the rest of the rituals of hajj and ‘umrah.
Similarly, an animal may also be sacrificed anywhere, at

any time of the year as a supererogatory act.

Concerning nadhar, Ghamidi believes that it is also a
complete worship ritual in itself, fully established in the

Abrahamic tradition and also incorporated in the
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shari‘ah. Thus, in his view, Muslims can voluntarily
observe it without any spatiotemporal restrictions. He
argues that just as these practices can be observed during
hajj and ‘umrah without offering animal sacrifice, they
can also be observed by anyone on the occasion of ‘Id al-
Adha, even if one is unable to sacrifice an animal. He
considers nadhar to be established through ijma‘
(consensus) and tawatur (concurrence), and not through
any hadith narrative. This is analogous to the salah, each
part of which is established through ijma‘ and tawatur.
As such, it is well-known that the Prophet (P.B.U.H.)
used to perform sajdah (prostration) alone during the

recitation of the Qur’an.

Ghamidi corroborates his position by arguing that the
Prophet (P.B.U.H.) is also reported to have encouraged
Muslims to voluntarily observe nadhar on the occasion of
‘Id al-Adha. This is inferred by combining the
information found in two hadith narratives, one narrated
by Umm Salamah and the other by ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Amr .
As mentioned earlier, in Ghamid1’s view, all believers—
whether or not offering the animal sacrifice—may offer

such nadhar.

This work critically analyses Ghamidi’s view by
scrutinizing the two hadith narratives he uses to support

his position and by examining their relation to his
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original hypothesis. The paper finds that Ghamidi’s
position rests on the two aforementioned ahad narratives,
contrary to his claim that it primarily rests on the

established sunnah.

In turn, a careful analysis of the two hadith reports
reveals that they do not provide any solid basis for
deriving a standalone ritual of nadhar. The report of
Umm Salamah only speaks about some restrictions in the
first ten days of Dhu ’l-Hijjah, for those intending to
perform the sacrifice. It fails to mention the ritual of
trimming or shaving the head after sacrificing the animal.
This report is also not connected in any way to the
rituals of hajj and ‘umrah. In addition, technically, this
narration has been labelled as da‘if (weak), shadh
(anomalous), munkar (denounced) and mu‘allal
(defective) by many past and contemporary scholars of
hadith. It is also graded as gharib mutlaq because it has
not been reported by anyone other than Umm Salamah.
Furthermore, the practice of Prophet Muhammad
(P.B.U.H) on the occasion of ‘Id al-Adha, as reported in
several strong and reliable reports, goes against the

directives of this narrative.

Concerning the report of ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Amr, this paper
found that it is weak (da‘if) in its chain. Although some

scholars have graded it as hasan (good), it is also gharib
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mutlaq like the report of Umm Salamah. Furthermore,
there seems to be a problem with its text when all its
variants are put together. Even though the reported event
is the same, the same narrator provides varying details
about it. Besides, the text of this report only mentions
the Prophet’s suggestion for the day of ‘id. It says
nothing about observing the restrictions on removing
body hair and clipping the nails in the first ten days of
Dhu ’l-Hijjah.

This paper concludes that the religious and rational
arguments provided by Ghamidi are insufficient to first
relate the three rites (separately mentioned in the above
narratives) to the corresponding rites of hajj and ‘umrah,
and then to generalize them, outside their context, as a
standalone ritual of nadhar.
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