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The Effects of Specifying the Qur'anic Meanings

Based on Khabar-i Wahid: A Study of the Jurists’

Principles
Hidayat Ullah®
Sana Ullah®

ABSTRACT: The legal and epistemological status of Khabar-i Wahid—a
solitary hadith report that falls short of tawdtur—has been a subject of
substantive debate within the classical Islamic legal tradition, particularly
regarding its capacity to specify or restrict the general purport of Qur’anic
texts. While mutawatir transmissions yield certain knowledge (ilm al-yagin),
Khabar-i Wihid produces only probabilistic knowledge (zanni al-dalalah), thus
raising critical questions about its authority vis-a-vis the definitive text of the
Qur'an. Two primary juristic perspectives are discernible. The majority of
scholars —including Imam Malik b. Anas, Imam al-Shafi‘i, and Imam Ahmad
b. Hanbal —affirm the permissibility of takhsis (specification) of general
Qur’anic rulings through authentic Khabar-i Wahid, provided the report meets
stringent conditions of soundness, continuity, and narrator integrity. This
position is further supported by evidences from the praxis of the Prophet's
Companions (Sahabah) and the generational consensus of the Tabi‘in. In
contrast, Imam Aba Hanifah restricts the application of Khabar-i Wihid in
such instances, especially when the report lacks widespread acceptance or
recognition among the Tabi‘in. He maintains that permitting a solitary report
to delimit a Qur’anic generality would amount to its implicit abrogation

AT e G ol P 3T J 2 e 205561 @

-)L,T(!J/hub/ﬂ(}{’@,ﬂdgww f/";:u‘l//“,gﬁd:ﬁ &
&  Ph.D Research Scholar, Department of Quran & Tafseer, Faculty of Arabic
& Islamic Studies, AIOU.
@  Chairman, Department of Quran & Tafseer, Faculty of Arabic & Islamic
Studies, AIOU, Islamabad (sana.ullah@aiou.edu.pk)




A

(naskh), a methodological breach considering the Qur’an’s superior epistemic
certainty and divine origin. This study explores the nuanced positions of
these classical jurists, underscoring the broader implications for Islamic legal
theory (usil-i figh), particularly in relation to the hierarchy of evidentiary
sources, interpretive authority, and the reconciliation of textual certainty
with juridical flexibility.

Keywords: Hadith, Qur’an, Exclusion, juridical status, Khabar-i wahid,
abrogation.

Summary of the Article

Khabar-i wahid is a type of Hadith in the literature of hadith sciences. It is not a
continual one (mutawatir/ A ss) and not multi-narrated. Since a Khabar-i wahid is
narrated by only a few narrators, it is considered to be of suppositive (zanni)
authenticity, as compared to mutawitir narrations, which have definitive (gaz‘7)
authenticity. Sometimes, there is some exclusion in Khabar-i waihid from the
general text of the Holy Qur’an. Different opinions are available about such
specification or exclusion. There are four schools of thought on this matter, each
presents its evidence to support its views. Al-Shaokani has discussed these four
views under the discussion of "the permissibility of specifying the Qur’an
through Khabar-i wahid. Similarly, in Jam' al-Jawami', Taj al-Din al-Subki has
discussed this issue in the context of exclusion.

1. Permission: Followers of Sunnah also have two opinions. The majority of
scholars (consisting of Ahmed b. Hanbal, Muhammad b. Idrees Al-Shaf‘i
and Malik b. Anas) say that it is permissible to specify (takhsis) the
Qur'an through a Khabar-i wahid. They make exclusion through Khabar-i
wahid with the condition that it must be correct and sound (one which
has a continuous chain of narrators, each narrator having met with the
one he narrated from, and in which each narrator is known to be
righteous and to have a good memory). They also assist it with the
evidence that consensus of the holy prophet's (peace be on him)
companion is also exist on such issues and the other group also accepted
its application in some issues with the consideration that it was famous
during the age of Tabi in (generation of scholars and jurisprudents who
had met only the prophet's companions and learnt from them).

2. Explanation: This opinion is attributed to the Hanafi School, and they
have three views on this matter. Aba Hanifah viewed that if it is not
famous during the age of Tabi ‘in, then it is abrogation of the Holy Qur’an
by the Khabar-i wahid, which is too little in rank as compared to the holy
text, and that is why it is not allowed.

3. Forbiddance: This view is attributed to the Mu'tazilah, a few from
Hanabilah, some theologians, and some jurists from Iraq. Abta al-Husain
al-Basari is from those people who gave permission.

4. Suspension: This is the view of Qadi Aba Bakr al-Baqillani. It means that
due to the conflict between two matters—where the general text
indicates affirmation and the specification indicates negation —and since
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the text of the Qur'an is definitive (gat‘7) while specification is suppositive
(zanni), it is not correct to give preference to specification.
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