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Prohibition of Trimming Hair and Nails Prior to

Offering Eid al-Adha’s Sacrifice: A Critical
Examination of Umm-i Salama’s (RA) Narration

Muhammad Amir Gazdar®

Abstract: With numerous chains of narration through Umm-i Salama®%, a

saying has been attributed to the Prophet # prohibiting believers from clipping
nails and cutting any of their (body or head) hair from the sighting of Dhu al-
Hijjah’s moon till they have sacrificed the animal. The present study scrutinises
this tradition as per the priciples of both ilm al-riwayah and ilm al-dirayah, taking
into account all its variant texts and chains of narration. The work carefully
concludes that, according to the established principles of Hadith verification,
the attribution of this narrative to the Prophet is not proven; neither it is tenable
from the perspective of historical transmission nor textual analysis.

Keywords: Hadith Ummi Salamah, Prohibition, Hair trimming, Nail Clipping, Dhul
Hijjah.

Summary of the Article

It is attributed to the Prophet (peace be on him) that he prohibited the believers
from clipping nails and cutting any of their (body or head) hair from the sighting
of Dhu al-Hijjah’'s moon till they have sacrificed the animal. Among the
generation of the companions (RA), Umm-i Salamah (RA) is the sole narrator of
this narration. Therefore, according to the principles of the hadith verification this
particular narration along with all of its variants is gharib mutlaq. From the group
of tab‘in, only two narrators (Sa‘id bin Musayyib and Abu Salama bin ‘Abdul
Rahman) have narrated this hadith from Umm-i Salamah (RA). Collectively, all the
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variants from Sa ‘id bin Musayyib and Abu Salama are weak (da ‘if) in terms of the
disagreement in their chains of narrations. Some of these reported variants are
mursal, some are mawqiif, while some are marfii’. Only one of the variants from
the various variants narrated by Sa‘id bin Musayyib can be categorized as Sahih,
and its chain ends at Umm-i Salamah (RA) (hence, its mawaqiif). From Abu Salama,
only one of the variants can be established as Hasan and that too is a saying of
Umm-i Salamah (RA) not the Prophet Muhammad (peace be on him). The only
marfii’ variant reported from Abu Salama in this regard is extremely weak (da ‘if)
with respect to the chain of narration. The various marfii* variants reported from
Sa ‘id bin Musayyib are either weak (da if), extremely weak, shadh, munkar, mu ‘alal
or even fabricated (mawdii’). Not a single marfii’ variant of this narration can be
categorized as Sahih or Hasan, hence cannot be presented as evidence.

Moreover, the prohibition of cutting the nails and hair during the first ten days of
Dhu al-Hijjah is contrary to the perpetual sunnah (Sunnat-i Mutawatirah), and any
report that contradicts the Sunnat-i Mutawatirah is considered rejected even if it is
categorized as Sahih. Whereas, the weakness of the narration in question has
been clearly shown in this research paper. Furthermore, the more authentic
narrations reported from Sayyida ‘Aisha (RA) make it absolutely clear that the
Messenger of Allah (peace be on him) never observed any such restriction during
the first ten days of Dhu al-Hijjah despite offering the sacrifice every year.
Therefore, it is absolutely clear that any report against the established norm of
the Messenger of Allah (peace be on him) cannot be accepted at all. Hence,
academically it can be said that the non-authentic narration from Umm-i Salamah
(RA) is rejected (mardiid) due to its conflict with the more authentic narration of
Sayyida ‘Aishi (RA). The order of two prohibitions during the ten days
mentioned in the narration of Sayyidah Umm-i Salamah (rta) is also unreliable
due to the fact that it is against reason and intellect. It cannot be accepted that the
Prophet (peace be on him) followed the great Sunnah of sacrifice every year and
also informed others of this additional commandment but as proven by the
tradition of Sayyida ‘Aisha (RA), the Prophet (peace be on him) never observed
this command himself. And if the Prophet (peace be on him) did observe this
command every year then it is not possible that the companions (RA) of the
Prophet (peace be on him) remained completely oblivious to his yearly routine
and this religious command. Common sense necessitates that the companions
(rta) must pass on this command obtained from the words and deeds of the
Prophet (peace be on him) to the future generations through their words and
deeds in the same way as the rest of the rules and etiquettes of the religion were
derived from the Prophet (peace be on him) and passed on to the rest of the
ummah. However, it is evident that this never happened with regards to this
issue. So it is clearly against common sense that there are only two people from
the entire group of tib‘in who have narrated this tradition from Sayyida Umm-i
Salamah (RA) alone among the entire group of the sahaba (RA). And according to
Khatib Baghdadi, a solitary report (khabr-i wahid) is not accepted if it goes against
the intellect and reason.

The prohibition of these two things for ten days is, by its very nature, a practice
connected with this general Sunnah of worship, which every Muslim needs to
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know and follow every year. Everyone can also witness this practice by looking
at others. Therefore, the transmission of a religious command of this nature from
the oral tradition attributed to the Prophet (peace be on him) from a single
individual cannot be trusted in any way. Therefore, even according to the
principles of majority of the Hanafi scholars this narration cannot be used as
evidence as it is related to umium al-balwa (ruling pertaining to public matters).
Furthermore, this command is an additional religious directive pertaining to the
commandments of the Qur'an or Sunnah with regards to sacrifice. There is no
basis of the prohibition of cutting the nails and hairs during the first ten days of
Dhu al-Hijjah that can be found in the Qur’an or Sunnah. Therefore, this narration
cannot be declared as explanation and clarification of something already
prescribed in the Qur’an or Sunnah. According to the Farahi school of thought, the
scope of khabr-i wahid is merely to explain and elucidate any fundamental
religious directive of the sharia prescribed in the Qur'an and Sunnah, it cannot be
the source of any new directive. From this perspective, the hadith of Umm-i
Salamah (RA) is also unacceptable accor

The narration attributed to Sayyidah Umm-i Salamah (RA) is also ‘weak’ (da f)
because of contradictory chains as well as contradictory text. Moreover, the fatwa
of Sa‘id bin Musayyib himself is against this narration. Therefore, this narration
attributed to him becomes unreliable from this aspect as well. Therefore, in the
light principles of hadith verification, it has been established that this narration
from Umm-i Salamah (RA) cannot be definitively attributed to the Prophet (peace
be on him). Therefore, the notion that the Prophet (peace be on him) instructed
the sacrificers on the occasion of d al-Adha to refrain from cutting their nails and
hairs during the first ten days of Dhu al-Hijjah is not correct. No such command
can be reliably attributed to the Prophet (peace be on him). The narration is
neither tenable from the perspective of historical transmission nor textual

analysis.
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