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Some Letters of Muhammad Hamidullah:
An Annotated Presentation

Gul Ahmad®
ABSTRACT

Muhammad Hamidullah was a famous Muslim polymath
of the twentieth century. He contributed to different
Islamic disciplines in the Urdu, Arabic, English, French,
and German languages. Besides books and papers, he
penned down a great number of letters, which contain a
wealth of information. Because of this, many scholars
have collected and published his letters, which he wrote
to them or other people. Rahim Bakhsh Shahin is one of
them. He was an expert in Igbal studies and headed the
Department of Igbal Studies at Allama Igbal Open
University, Islamabad. This article presents four
unpublished letters of Muhammad Hamidullah. Two of
these letters were addressed to Shahin while the other
two were addressed to the editor of a London-based

fortnightly journal, Impact International. They are in the
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collection of Shahin. The article reproduces the original
text of these letters along with the necessary translation

and explanatory notes.

Keywords
Muhammad Hamidullah, Rahim Bakhsh Shahin, letters.

eeoee®
Summary of the Article

Dr. Muhammad Hamidullah was a renowned researcher,
jurist, biographer and scholar. He was born on February

09, 1908 in Hyderabad Deccan. He belonged to a

knowledgeable family; his father Muhammad Khalil was
a scholar and a literary figure. His grandfather,
Muhammad Sibghat Allah also left memorable books in
which two books were in Urdu language. Hamidullah
got his early education at home; then he got admission in
Jami‘ah Nizamiyyah of Hyderabad. He passed his
matriculation with good grades. Later, he did LLB from
Osmania University, Hyderabad. Afterwards, Osmania
University awarded him scholarship and he did D.Phil.
from Bonn University, Germany. He also got admission
in Sorbonne University, Paris and earned a degree of
D.Lit. In 1935, he returned to Osmania University and
remained busy in teaching and research. He knew many
foreign languages, including English, French, German,
Turkish, Latin, Persian and Russian. His greatest

achievement was the discovery and editing of one of the
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earliest compilations of hadith by the disciple of
companion of Prophet (PBUH) Abu Hurayrah,
Hammam b. Munabbih. Other than this, he also

translated Qur’an in French language.

He has written and compiled more than 170 books. Apart

from it, he has also penned a great number of research
articles. He dedicated his whole life for research on Islam.
Apart from his books and articles, he is also known for
writing a great number of letters to many famous
personalities, which also contain invaluable scholarly
material. These letters of Dr. Hamidullah were published
in the magazines of Pakistan, India, Turkey and many
other countries. Many of these personal letters are still

being published.

Our focus in this article is also on some of the letters
written by Hamidullah. Totaling four, two of the letters
were addressed to the editor of fortnightly magazine
Impact International, which are part of Rahim Bakhsh

Shahin’s collections. Rest of the letters are directly
addressed to Rahim Bakhsh Shahin.

Rahim Bakhsh Shahin was himself a prominent
researcher and an expert in Igbal Studies. In the field of
Igbal Studies, his compilations and works are greatly
acknowledged. He served as lecturer in many colleges of
Punjab. After this, he also served as head of department

of Igbal Studies and an associate professor in Allama Igbal



s

Open University, Islamabad. He did his PhD under the
supervision of Dr. Najm al-Islam from Sindh University.

The abovementioned four letters are very important in
terms of their nature and subject. First letter is about
translation of the Qur’an. A person named Hasan did
biased criticism on the Qur’anic translations of
Muhammad Marmaduke Pickthall and Abdullah Yusuf
Ali. Dr. Hamidullah discussed his allegations in detail are

refuted them with logical arguments.

The subject of the second letter is also very important.
Dr. Hamidullah expressed his views in his book
Introduction to Islam about antipode of Holy Kabah. A
person named Sa‘id raised objections on the matter in
Impact  International. Dr. Hamidullah responded
comprehensively about the objections in this second
letter. These two letters are in English and their Urdu

translation is also part of the article.

The addressee of third and fourth letter is Dr. Rahim
Bakhsh Shahin. Shahin wrote a letter to Dr. Hamidullah
asking him about Alfred von Kremer that whether he
had written any book on history of the Qur’an. Dr.
Hamidullah responded on this issue in the third letter.
While, in the fourth letter Shahin him asked for the
details of published works in West about ‘Umar Faruq
(RA). In response, Dr. Hamidullah wrote a letter and

presented a list of relevant materials.
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September,1972.¢

Translation of The Quran

It was painful to read the letter of Mr. Hassan of Jeddah in your
issue of 28th July.” If he has found mistakes in the translation of the

Quran by Pickthal® or Yousuf Ali,” let him give instances, so that the
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Because I am Muslim by choice, you are by birth.

https://www.punjnud.com/aik-musalman-mustashrig-pickthal-ka-turaf,
accessed September 1, 2021.
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reader should be able to judge whether the critic is right or the
criticized rendering. To condemn there translations before completing
his own list of corrections is a disservice to Islam what should one read
in the meanwhile?

Further, if Mr. Hassan feels himself competent to produce a
better translation, let him publish one, and there is no question of his
imputing to Pickthal or Yousuf Ali. the some they did not had of the

verses or the words concerned. If there is a "mistake" in the Tabari's®
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or (Abu) Kathir's commentary,” would science allow Mr. Hassan to

modify these classical works and impute to them. Which is not found
in them? Honesty does not allow that Pickthal and Yousuf Ali are
neither God nor Prophet; they were human being, and we are free to
admit or reject their interpretations.

I have known personally both Mr. Pickthal and Mr. Yousuf Alj,
both were very pious and God fearing Muslims. Their English is superb
and their knowledge of Arabic was quite good. They may have
committed mistakes not only in commentary but even in the
translation, but until that is shown, nobody has the right to
condemning outright.

M.Hamidullah
(4 13.20)
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(r A 1)
Paris

November, 1972."”
The Antipode of Ka'aba

Dr. Sayeed seems (Impact Vol:2:9) not to have read attentively
what I wrote, I said that according to another of our 300 years ago, I

mean Haji Khalifa" the antipode of Ka'aba his between the coasts of
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China and Peru.”” This is substantially correct. It is doubtful if that

another knew the difference of latitude between south China and North
Chili.™

Hawaiian island"” are north of the equator, and I did not say

that the antipode should be inside this archipelago, but in that region of
the Pacific"” of course south of them, please refer to the world map and

the antipode of the Ka'aba in the "Introduction to Islam" published
a6)

under my direction.

Dr. Sayeed's details still leave open the question of the exact
antipode, whether it falls on land or sea .Sometime book I wrote to the
president of the Geographical Society of Paris and he also examined
by saying that he has no means to determines it.

There is the famous Masjid Al Qiblatain,"” mosque of the two
Qiblas, at Madina. If I had money, I would construct a Masjid Al
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Qiblaat mosque of many qiblas at the antipode of Ka"aba, even by
creating an artificial island at  site.

Muhammad Hamidullah
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