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Ijtibad in the Matters Specified in the Qur’an
and Sunnab: A Comparative Analysis of
Traditional and Modern Viewpoints

Muhammad Zubair®
Ghulam Yousuf®

ABSTRACT

In the present time, a major misperception about
jjtihad arises because of its definitions. At least
three different theories are prevalent in academic
circles of our society regarding ijtibad. First,
jjtihad is said to be addition and supplementation
to the Qur’an and sunnah. Second, ijtihad is said
to be modification and abrogation of the
injunctions of the Qur’an and sumnab. Third,
jjtihad 1s said to be a quest for the deduction of
shari‘ab rulings from the Qur’an and sunnah. The
narratives of the modernists tend towards the
first and second standpoints. However, the

traditionalists regard the third standpoint as
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valid. In this context, the present study examines
the viewpoints of both the traditionalists and

modernists regarding the concept of ijtihad in our

times.
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