Grerrgd-G2) Pl Y ATl S0
DOI: https:/ /doi.org/10.52541/fn.v62i3.1285

2 aF SN g N5 o 3 S il
AW&%}&@K

@(ﬁ‘j

PoL

Al Mukhtasar al Kabir fi Sirat al Rasool(peace be
on him) and its Abridgements: A Comparative
and Analytical Study

Muhammad Aleem®

Ali Tariq@

ABSTRACT: Sirah of the Prophet Muhammad (SAW) is considered to be
among the basic sources of Islamic Jurisprudence as well as a practical source of
understanding Quranic Verses, Maqasid al Sharia and Dawah Strategies.
Throughout Islamic history, considerable number of scholars have contributed
through their writings in conveying and disseminating life , Akhlaq, Khasais,
Shamail , Dalail and other topics related to the Sirah of Holy Prophet
Muhammad (SAW). Family of Ibn-e-Jama’ah is one of them, which contributed
through four books on Sirah. Three out of these books have been selected for a
detailed review in this article. Abdul Aziz Bin Muhammad (767 AD) Wrote a
comprehensive précis of life and belongings of the Holy Prophet(SAW) in the
name of Al Mukhtasar al Kabir and then summarized as Al Mukhtasar al Saghir.
His grand son Muhammad Bin Abu Bakar, Afterwards, summarized the both
books in his book namely ” Al Ghurar wa al Durrar fi Sirat e Khair al Bashar “. This
article elaborates bibliographic details, textual review and analytic comparison of
the three afore mentioned books and methodology of worthy authors. Textual
validity was confirmed through comparison of different prints and manuscripts
of the book. Conclusions have also been drawn by careful comparative analysis
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of the three book. Detailed analysis suggests that the original books is more
comprehensive and concise among short books on Sirah. The book has been
authored with balanced arrangement of relevant material, derived through
authentic and reliable sources. Both abridgements, however, lost
comprehensiveness of the original work while first of the both is comparatively
better for provision of basic information regarding Sirah of the Prophet (SAW).

Key Words: Sira, Sirah, Muhammad(SAW), Biography, Holy Prophet, Ibn
Jama‘ah, al Mukhtasar al Kabir, al Mukhtasar al Sagir, al Gurrar wa al Durrar.

Summary of the Article

Sirah Studies is one of the most popular branches of Islamic knowledge. A
countless number of scholars served this subject and wrote books on Sirah of the
Holy Prophet (PBUH). This article deals with the trend of writing summary like
small books on this subject. we have discussed the legacy of Ibn-e-Jama’ah
family, who were scholars of Middle Ages. This article elaborates three following
small books on Sirah.

o Al Mukhtasar al Kabir By Abdul Aziz bin Badar Ibn Jamaa’h (767H).

. Al Mukhtasar al Sagir By the same author.

. Al Ghurar wa al Durer By Muhammad bin Abi Bakar bin Abdul Aziz
(819H).

All the three books are available in print , soft and a number of manuscripts in
different libraries of the world. After first page of introduction, five pages of this
article, deal with confusions and misunderstandings regarding different
manuscripts of Sirah books of this family which include grand grandfather, his
son and his grandson. This part of discussion analyzes the mistakes in catalogues
of libraries and suggests its corrections. In next lines starts the segment of
commentary on contents of said three books and after a detailed review and
comparison of contents and subject matter of these books, graphical charts are
drawn for better understanding and then a proper conclusion is made at the end
of discussions.

1. Al Mukhtasar al Kabir

This book is available in print, published by Dar al Bashir, Uman; Dar al Saqafia,
CairojAalim al Kutub, Bairut; Moassasa al Risalah, Bairut and Maktaba al
Nahdha,Bagdad. Moassasa al Risalah, Bairut’s 15t edition of 1993AD with research
notes of Dr Sami Makki al Aani is under review in this article. It has total 160
pages in which actual text spreads from page 15 to page 149. Al Mukhtasar al
Kabir comprises of 28 chapters in which Subject Sequence is adopted and
Chronological Sequence is maintained within the chapters. Summary of life
events of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) including Ghazwat(battles) is narrated till
the chapter 15. Afterwards particular characteristics(Khasa'es) of the Holy
Prophet (PBUH) and his miracles have been briefly discussed. In subsequent
chapters list of his uncles and aunts, his pious wives (mothers of the faithful
people), his worthy servants, his letters to kings and Knights of all around, his
holy friends and all his belongings like dresses and households are discussed.
This book is replete with references of Quran, Hadith and early Sirah books.
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As a whole, this book is authentic and comprehensive having simple style of
writing. It has more preferable then varying accounts of stories. This book has
very short version of Sirah and the details of events are omitted. The book is
totally based on references and quotations of Quran, Hadith and authentic Sirah
books especially it is based on Sirah narrations of Alama Abdul Momin al
Dimyati (705H), who was teacher of the author.

2. Al Mukhtasar al Sagir

This book is available in print published by number of publishers including:
Aalim al Kutub, Bairut;Dar al Merath al Nabvi, Algiers; Maktaba al Falah, Cairo
and Ain lil Darasaat wa al Bahuth, Cairo. Aalim al Kutub, Bairut’s 1t edition of
1988 AD with research notes of Muhammad Kamal Ud Din Izzud Din is under
review in this article. The book is a short version of author’s above mentioned
book, in which he eliminated 10 chapters leaving 18 chapters of mother book.
Account of narration inside these chapters have also been shortened. Many
statements were excluded and only preferred version of story is given in possibly
short words. Many chapters have been merged in one another and sequence of
some chapters is changed. Likewise information inside subjects is rearranged.
Following table briefly shows volume of elimination of information regarding
Sirah.

Topics Al Kabir | Al Sagir
Asma un Nabi (names of the Prophet SAW) 17 10
Numbers of miracles 26 10
Names of Male servants 24 7
Female servants 9 1
Names of male slaves 65 24
Slave ladies 15 8
Secretaries 36 18
Delegates 16 15
Governor 20 13
Guards/sentries 8 4

This article elaborates those points where the author changed his mind and gave
a different opinion then his first book. He excluded much precious information
in this abridgement.

3. Al Ghurar wa al Durrer

The book is written by Muhammed bin Abu Bakar bin Abdul Aziz Ibn Jama'h
(819H). This book is published by Dar al Nawadir , Damascus in 2007 with
research notes of Adnan Abu Zaid.The original text of book spread from page 32
to page 99 of total 119 pages book. The author was frequent writer and Grandson
of the author of above mentioned two books. Allama Jalalud Din al Sayuti (911H)
narrated that he was the author of 1000 books. This book was written as
abridgement of first two books of his grandfather. It comprises of 40 chapters
covering many aspects of abridged Sirah book. The author changed arrangement
of chapters and information inside. Some pieces of information were eliminated
while some pieces were increased. Overall, it is a very tight abridgement which
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eliminated much precious information which deprived reader of grabbing clear
picture of Sirah stories so much so single names were excluded.

This article compares, in detail, content and differences of two later abridged
books with the former book. Both abridgements are 70% and 75% of former book
respectively. This Article includes graphical chart and table of differences
between these abridgements and original book. The article has a proper
introduction of authors and books and a comprehensive conclusion of
discussion. It also includes references of information adequately.
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