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ABSTRACT

Women have important positions in society in different
capacities. Islam provides women with religious, political,
social, and economic rights. Inheritance is one such right
given by Islam to women. However, despite its provision
in both Islamic and state laws, it is observed that women
are often deprived of their right to inheritance in
different parts of Pakistan. This article focuses on the
Peshawar district and studies the prevalent attitudes
towards women’s right to inheritance. It also attempts to
highlight the obstacles faced by women in the Peshawar

district in securing their legal right to inheritance. Along
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with consulting the resources in different libraries, the
study employs quantitative methods to collect relevant
data. Two hundred women belonging to the suburbs of
the Peshawar district were provided with the
questionnaires. The data collected was then analyzed
through SPSS software. The results show that almost half
of the women in the selected areas of Peshawar district
received the inheritance. It was also revealed that, apart
from other sociological factors, the main obstacle to the
women’s right to inheritance in the selected areas was
caused by the male members of the family, particularly

brothers.

Keywords
Peshawar, women, inheritance, Islamic law, Pakistani
law.

coee®
Summary of the Article

Women are allowed to share an inheritance under Islamic
law with male members. Women have a share in
inheritance in Pakistani laws, but 1t differs from Islamic
inheritance law in some details. However, despite
women's share in inheritance under Islamic and Pakistani
laws, women are denied their share in inheritance due to
societal concerns. Women desire a share of the
inheritance, but they seldom get one. Social barriers,
family, culture, legal complexities, parents, and siblings

are all factors that contribute to this deprivation.
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According to some statistics, some women forego their
inheritance solely to avoid bloodshed and give up their
right to inherit at their parents' request. Studies also
indicate that one of the main reasons for the deprivation
of inheritance is the opposition by brothers, as they do

not want their sisters to partake in the inheritance.

This article focuses on the Peshawar district and studies
the prevalent attitudes towards women’s right to
inheritance. It also attempts to highlight the obstacles
faced by women in the Peshawar district in securing their
legal right to inheritance. This study shows that parents,
in-laws, and particularly brothers are among those who
deprive women of their inheritance. Relationships have
lost their respect, and women's rights, in particular, are
being infringed. If a woman dares to approach the law to
assert her rights, her parents and siblings threaten to end
the relationship permanently. As a result, even if a
woman desires to inherit her right, she could not do so
since it becomes extremely difficult for her to leave the
relationships she has as a mother, sister, wife, and
daughter. As a result, she has to agree to give up her right
to inherit. On the other side, getting justice from the
courts is so complicated that it takes years; justice is
seldom served, so women are afraid of legal action and

relinquish their right to inherit.

Our survey indicates that in District Peshawar about 64

of women reported that women in their families were
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given their share in inheritance in accordance with the

Shari‘ah, whereas 30.5% of women said that they are
deprived of inheritance by men. 33.5% of women also
expressed their opinion to some extent that men are the

real cause of deprivation because they did not want to
share the property with their sisters and daughters. 41% of
women said that their mothers were given a share in
inheritance according to the Shari‘ah. 77% of women
expressed their belief that they will be given a share in
inheritance. Similarly, when women are asked: Who
among brothers, fathers or mothers insists most on
depriving women from inheritance? 71.5% of women
blamed their brothers, while 18.5% of women blamed
their mothers. When the same question was asked at the
societal level, 57.5% of women blamed social customs, 38%
of women cited family customs, and 5.4% cited national
law. 15.5% of women said that, in case they are denied
their legal share in inheritance, they want to get their
rights through law, while 69.5 % of women gave their
opinion that they do not want to take legal action against
their siblings because the process is very expensive and
difficult. When women were asked at whose request they
would relinquish their rights, 53% of women said they
would relinquish their rights at the behest of their

mothers.

The study reveals that women's inheritance rights are
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relatively preserved in Peshawar District; however, still
there are occasions where females have been denied
inheritance rights, owing to societal, cultural, and family
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