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West's Affirmation of Divine Revelation and
Prophethood: Consequence of Evolutionary
Orientalist Thought
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ABSTRACT

In their scholarships on the life and role of the Prophet of
Islam, western scholars of Islam have commonly
discussed his revelation and prophethood. The present
article studies different western theories on the subject. It
finds that west has adopted diverse concepts on the theme
in different ages. They have been saying that Muhammad
had the pigeon who is trained to pick peas from his ear,
he was epileptic, he was sincere but incorrect in his belief
that Allah had sent His revelation to him, etc. However,
all these theories were intensely rejected by the west
itself. A valuable number of thoughtful scholars have
recently acknowledged the fact that Muhammad was a
prophet and inspired by Allah Almighty, however, they
assert that he was only the prophet of the ‘Arabs. It is the
common perception of so many modern day prominent
western  scholars like Montgomery Watt, Karen
Armstrong, Carl Ernst etc. This shows that western

theories on the subject are evolutionary and have been
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subject to change. Latest theory is also strongly opposed
by the western scholars. On behalf of the study and
analysis of these theories we can derive the inference that
western scholars, in future, In sha Allah will acknowledge

the universality of the prophet of Islam as well.
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Thomas Carlyle, On Heroes and Hero Worship (Philadelphia: Henry
Altemus, ND), 61; Henry Stubbe, An account of the Rise and Progress of
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The lies, which well-meaning zeal has heaped round this man,
are disgraceful to ourselves only. When Pococke inquired of
Grotius, Where the proof was of that story of the pigeon,

trained to pick peas from Mahomet's ear, and pass for an angel
dictating to him ? Grotius answered that there was no proof ! It is

really time to dismiss all that. ©
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Mahometanism with the life of Mabhomet,ed; Hafiz Mahmud Khan
Shairani(London: Luzac & co,1911),225-226 ; Stubbe, Ibid,228.cf. Andrew
Boorde, The fyrst (first)book of knowledge, ed; F. J. Furnivall(London: N.
Trubner & co, MDCCLXX)

2-  Thomas Carlyle, Ibid, 61.
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Of all the world's great men none has been so much maligned as
Muhammad. We saw above how this has come about. For
centuries Islam was the great enemy of Christendom, since
Christendom was in direct contact with no other organized
states comparable in power to the Muslims. The Byzantine
Empire, after losing some of its best provinces to the Arabs ,was
being attacked in Asia Minor, while Western Europe was
threatened through Spain and Sicily. Even before the Crusades
focused attention on the expulsion of the Saracens from the
Holy Land, medieval Europe was building up a conception of
'the great enemy'. At one point Muhammad was transformed
into Mahound, the prince of darkness. ¢
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4-  W. Montgomery Watt, Mubammad: Prophet and Statesman (London: Oxford
University Press, 1961), 231.
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He created a new system of social security and a new family
structure, both of which were a vast improvement on what went
before ,..and established a religious and social framework for the

life of a sixth of the human race today. That is not the work of a
traitor or a lecher. ©
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Only a profound belief in himself and his mission explains
Muhammad’s readiness to endure hardships and persecution in
Meccan period when from a secular point of view there was no
prospect of success. Without sincerity how could he have won
the allegiance and even devotion of men of strong and upright
character like Aba -Bakr and ‘Umar? For the theist there is the

UJWC)JEW/:)@;_L‘EV{!UI;LMJW!%LU)WJ?/’JLLJLU}E?&}J
:J,g[u)WéJ}éJiﬁJi_Lgt‘nJW!LnL/J?Jghﬁuﬁ;%&d/gniﬁraﬁc
-LEbtgyfﬁwfﬂéf}ﬁﬁJJ;udmﬁ;"ug:u:gi;"

6-  W. Montgomery Watt, Mubammad at Medina (Oxford: Clarendon press,

1956), 332.
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further question how God could have allowed a great religion
like Islam to develop on a basis of lies and deceit .
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Thus, not merely must we credit Muhammad with essential
honesty and integrity of purpose, if we are to understand him at
all; if we are to correct the errors we have inherited from past,

we must in every particular case hold firmly to the belief in his
sincerity until the opposite is conclusively proved. ¢
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7~ Watt, Mubammad: Prophet and Statesman, 232.

8~  W. Montgomery Watt, Muhammad at Mecca (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
1953), 52.
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9-  Karen Armstrong, Mubammad: A Biography of the Prophet (London: Orion
publishing, 2004),26.
10-  RomLandau, Islam and the Arabs (London: George Allen&Unwin, 1958), 23; Tor

Andrae, Mubammad: The man and bis faith, Trans: Theophil Menzel (London:
George Allen & Unwin, 1956), 72-72 ; Gustav Weil, History of Islamic Peoples,

Trans: Khuda Bakhsh (Calcutta: University of Calcutta press, 1914), 27.
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As regards all standards by which human greatness may be
measured, we may well ask, is there any man greater than he?
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In all his dealings he was fair and upright and as he grew in years
his honorable bearing won for him the title of Al-Ameen" the

faithful." ©
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Alas...more godless theory, I think, was never promulgated in
this Earth. A false man found a religion ?Why, a false man
cannot build a brick house !If he do not know and follow truly

the properties of mortar, burnt clay and what else he works in ,it

is no house that he makes, but a rubbish-heap .It will not stand

12-  Alphonse de Lamartine, Histoire de la Turquie (Paris:1854), II/ 276-77.
13- Sir William Muir, Mabhomet and Islam: A sketch of the Propbets life from original

sources and a brief outline of his religion (London: The religious Tract Society,
1887), 19.

14-  Carlyle, On Heroes and Hero Worship, 61-62.
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for twelve centuries, to lodge a hundred-and-eighty millions ;it
will fall straightway. ¢
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15-  Carlyle, Ibid, 62.

16-  Mahmut Aydin, Modern Western Christian Theological Understanding of Muslims
since The second Vatican council (Washington DC: The Council for Research in
values and Philosophy, 2002),172.cf. Emilio G Aguilar,"The Second International
Muslim-Christian Congress of Cordoba (March 21-27, 1977)." Ed. Richard W
Rousseau, Christianity and Islam: The Struggling Dialogue (Scranton: Ridge Row
Press, 1985),165.
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San Pedro and other orientalists of the Middle Ages and later
have asserted that the prophet was an epileptic or possessed by
demons, in an attempt to explain the divine revelations. Much
more recently Rodinson dubbed it as auditory visual
hallucination . *”
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17- Muhammad Khalifa, The Sublime Quran and Orientalism (London& New
York: Longman, 1983), 12.

18- Weil, History of Islamic peoples , Trans: Khuda Bakhsh (Calcutta: The Univeristy
of Calcutta), 5.

19-  Muir, Ibid, 33-35.
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At the moment of inspiration (so the tradition runs) anxiety

pressed upon the prophet, and his countenance became troubled.
Sweat dropped from his forehead, and he would fall to the

ground as in a trance. ®
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20-  Muir, Ibid, 35.
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“The epilepsy, or falling sickness of Muhammad, is asserted by

Theophanes, Zonaras and the rest of the Greeks; and is greedily
swallowed by the gross bigotry of Hottinger,...Prideaux...and

Maracci”...®
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“His epileptic fits and absurd calumny of the Greeks would be
an object of pity rather than abhorrence”. ®

vt (1992 S 4T UsE unl) b o e o RIur o 1Y
23-  Edward Gibbon, The decline and fall of the Roman Empire (London: Dant &
Sons,1962), 5: 270.
24-  Gibbon, Ibid, 5: 270.
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The charge had been made by a Byzantine writer long before

such a hypothesis seems gratuitous and can safely be ascribed to

anti-Mohammedan prejudice. ®
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Muhammad was a man whose common sense never failed him.

Those who deny his mental and psychic stability do so only by

ignoring the overwhelming evidence of his shrewd appraisal of

others and of the significance of what was going on the world of

his time and his persistence in the face of constant opposition

until he united his people in the religion of Islam. Had he ever

collapsed in the strain of battle or controversy, or fainted away

when strong action was called for, a case might be made out. But

all the evidence we have points in the opposite direction and the

suggestion of epilepsy is as groundless in the eyes of the present

writer as it is offensive to all Muslims. ®

st LS KNS 3555 LB T 2§ a8 P (88 2
z“_:/ﬁ/?ru./ifuf)m::,g:iJanLLUL (fiil’i‘&i?‘/’).;1",{/7 étgdr’”/é Susre
2 S B Ui Ol i er L (é?%g‘/’).v,l’u: LS plvede S

25-  Alfred Guillume, Islam (London: Cassell, 1963), 25.
26-  Guillume, Ibid, 25-26.
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The allegation that his periods of revelation were, in reality,
epileptic seizures is palpably false; for in such an attack the
victim is never coherent enough to voice passages as complex or

as intellectually profound as are so many that form the Quran .*”
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On some occasions at least there were physical accompaniments.
He would be gripped by a feeling of pain, and in his ears there
would be a noise like the reverberation of a bell. Even on a very
cold day the bystanders would see great pearls of sweat on his
forehead as the revelation descended upon him. Such accounts
led some Western critics to suggest that he had epilepsy, but
there are no real grounds for such a view. Epilepsy leads to
physical and mental degeneration, and there are no signs of that
in Muhammad; on the contrary he was clearly in full possession
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of his faculties to the very end of his life.
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27-  RomLandau, Ibid, 23.
28-  Watt, Ibid, 19.
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..Most modern writers, as opposed to those of the last

generation are of this opinion. To base such a theory on a legend
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which on the face of it has no historical foundation is a sin

against historical criticism . Go)
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...A new religion cannot come into being without a sufficient

motive. In the experience of Muhammad and his early followers
there must have been some need which was satisfied by the
practices and doctrines of the embryonic religion.*”
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30-  Guillume, Ibid, 26.
31-  Watt, Mubammad: Prophet and Statesman, 14.
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..Most religious ideas emerge from the collective unconscious

into consciousness, and most religious practice is the conscious

response to their ideas.
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To say that Muhammad was sincere does not imply that he was
correct in his beliefs. A man may be sincere but mistaken...What

seems to man to come from outside himself, may actually come

from his unconscious . ¢
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32-  W. Montgomery Watt, Islamic Revelation in the Modern World (Great Britain:
Edinburgh University Press, 1969), 109.

33-  Watt, Islamic Revelation, 110.

34-  Watt, Mubammad: Prophet and Statesman, 17.
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So good was the ground and the propagation so zealous ,that the
faith spread from house to house and from tribe to tribe .The

Jews looked on in amazement. The people whom they had for
ages sought in vain to convert from the errors of polytheism,
were now casting their idols to the moles and to the bats, and
professing belief in the One only God. The secret lay in the
aptness of the instrument It was native and congenial. Judaism,

foreign in its birth, touched no Arab sympathies Islam, grafted

on the faith and superstition, the customs and nationality of the
Arabs, gained ready access to their heart. ©?
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Mohammad was not at the outset the conscious preacher of a
new religion It was opposition and controversy with the
Meccans that forced him on from stage to stage, as it was the
later opposition in Medina that led to the final emergence of
Islam as a new religious community with its distinctive faith and
institution. ®
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35-  Muir, Mabhomet and Islam, 53.
36- H. A. R. Gibb, Mobammedanism:An Historical Survey (New York: Oxford
University press, 1964), 25-26.
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A religious community developed, claiming to serve God,

numbering some thousands in Muhammad’s lifetime and now

having several hundred million members. The quality of life in
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Cf. William Montgomery Watt, Companion to the Quran (England: Oneword
publication, 1994), 3.
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this community has been on the whole satisfactory for the
saintliness of life, and countless ordinary people have been
enabled to live decent and moderately happy lives in difficult
circumstances. These points lead to the conclusion that the view
of reality presented in the Qur’an is true and from God, and that
therefore Muhammad is a genuine prophet.
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In his call and message, the Arabian Muhammad was as truly

prophetic as any of the Hebrew prophets of the Old
Testament.*”
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...There is no criterion by which the gift of prophecy can be

withheld from him unless it is withheld from the Hebrew
prophets also. The Quran is in fact the quintessence of
prophecy. In it you have, as in no other book, the sense of an

38-  William Montgomery Watt, Islam and Christianity Today: A Contribution to
Dialogue (London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1983),60-61.
39-  Philip K. Hitti, History of the Arabs (London: Macmillan, 1946), 113.
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absolutely overwhelming Being proclaiming Himself to a people
that had not known Him. “
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It is impossible for anyone who studies the life and character of
the great Prophet of Arabia, who knows how he taught and how
he lived, to feel anything but reverence for that mighty Prophet,
one of the great messengers of the Supreme. And although in
what I put to you I shall say many things which may be familiar
to many, yet I myself feel whenever I re-read them, a new way of
admiration, a new sense of reverence for that mighty Arabian
teacher. @
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40- R. C. Zaehner, At Sunday Times: An Essay in the Comparison of Religions

(London: Faber &Faber, 1958), 27.
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It is essential for Christians to see Muhammad as a holy figure;
to see him, that is, as Muslims see him... If they do not do so,
they must cut themselves off from Muslims. *
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The Christian who wishes to engage in dialogue with the
Muslims acknowledges from the outset his or her own
conviction of faith that for him or her Jesus is the Christ and so
is normative and definitive, but he or she also takes very
seriously the function of Muhammad as an authentic prophet. *
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Do not these three Semitic religions—Judaism, Christianity and
Islam—have the same origin? Does not One and the same God
speak loudly and clearly in these religions? Does not the Old

Testament’s ¢ Thus says the Lord’ correspond to the Qur’an’s
‘say’, as the Old Testament’s ‘go and tell’ matches the Qur’an’s

43-  Daniel, Islam and the West: The Making of an Image, 336.

44-  See: HansKing,Christianity and World Religions: Paths of Dialogue with Islam,
Hinduism and Buddbism (New York, Maryknoln, Orbis Books, 1993), 27.

45-  Hans Kiing, "Towards an Ecumenical Theology of Religions: Some Theses for

Clarification.”, Hans King & J. Moltmann, eds., Christianity among World
Religions (Edinburgh: T&T Clark Ltd, 1986), 124.
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‘take your stand and warn’... it is only dogmatic prejudice when
we [Christians] recognize Amos and Hosea, Isaiah and Jeremiah,
as prophets, but not Muhammad .
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"Christians respect the prophetic tradition of the Old T;:stament.

It calls people to repentance in the service of the One God. It is
unjust to dismiss Muhammad out of hand as a false prophet.
Christians may recognize Muhammad as part of the same
prophetic tradition and in the past some have done so". ¢
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46-  King, Christianity among World Religions, 26.
47-  Conference of European Churches, Witness to God in Secular Europe (Geneva
Conference of European Churches, 1984), 56.
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...I maintain that the only reasonable explanation of this fact is

that Muhammad was as truly inspired by God as were the Old
Testament prophets. Moreover, while the latter were for the
most part critics of an existing religion as it was being practiced,
Muhammad had the mission of bringing belief in God to people

with virtually no religion.*
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Muhammad was a prophet comparable to the Old Testament
prophets, though his function was somewhat different. The
latter were primarily critics of deviations from an existing
religion, whereas he had to bring knowledge of God and of his

commands to a people without any such knowledge. )
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48-  Watt, Companion to the Quran,4.

49-  William Montgomery Watt, Religious Truth for Our Time (Oxford: Oneworld,

1995), 80.



Wy o : i r :QT"U/’! .......... )" v

...there was never any requirement that Jews and Christians
should have to convert to Islam. ©
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There is no evidence that Muhammad saw Islam as a universal
religion which would supersede the revelations of the People of

the Book. It was still a religion for the sons of Ishmael, as
Judaism was a religion for the sons of Jacob . ©
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50-  Carl W Ernst, Following Mubammad: Rethinking Islam in the contemporary
world (Chapel Hill & London: The University of North Carolina Press, 2003),
90.

51-  Armstrong, Mubammad: A Biography of the Prophet, 211-12.
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I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel...It is not
right to take the children's bread and toss it to the dogs . "
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61-  Mathew, part of the Holy bible: A New translation from the Greek by David
Robert Palmer, February 2011 Edition, Chapteris, Verse24, 26.
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..From the very beginning, Islam bears the stamp of a
missionary religion that seeks to win the hearts of men ,to

convert them and persuade them to enter the brotherhood of the
faithful; and as it was in the beginning, so has it continued to be
up to the present day ..."
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That the heritage of Islam is the world was an afterthought...

The revelation ran in ‘simple Arabic’ for the teaching of its

people. From first to last the summons was to Arabs and none
other. ™

70-  T. W. Arnold, The preaching of Islam: A history of the propagation of the Muslim
Jaith (London: Constable, 1913), 44.

71-  Sir William Muir, The Caliphate: Its rise, decline, and fall (Religious tract society,
St. Paul’s churchyard, 1892) ,43.
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The duty of missionary work is no after-thought in the history
of Islam, but was enjoined on believers from the beginning... ™
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It seems strange that in the face of these passages, some have

denied that Islam was originally intended by its founder to be a
universal religion. 4
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...The message of Islam was not for Arabia only; the whole
world was to share in 1t .As there was but one God, so there was

to be but one religion into which all men were to be invited .”

72- Arnold, The preaching of Islam,3.
73-  Arnold, Ibid., 3-5.
74-  Arnold, Ibid., 29.
75-  Arnold, Ibid., 28.
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...Claim upon the acceptance of all mankind which the Prophet

makes ... is further prophetically indicated in the words" first-

fruit of Abyssinia," used by Muhammad in reference to Bilal, and
"first-fruit of Greece"to Suhayb ; Salman, the first Persian

convert, was a Christian slave in Medina, who embraced the new
faith in the first year of the Hijrah. Thus long before any career
of conquest was so much as dreamed of, the Prophet had clearly
shown that Islam was not to be confined to the Arab race. ™
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However absurd this summons may have seemed to those who

then received it, succeeding years showed that it was dictated by
no empty enthusiasm. These letters only gave a more open and

76-  Arnold, Ibid., 29-30.
77-  Arnold, The preaching of Islam, 28.cf.LeoneCaetani, (Milan, Ulrico Hoepli, 1905-
1907), 1/725 sqq.
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widespread expression to the claim to the universal acceptance
which is repeatedly made for Islam in the Quran.
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Even before the conquest of Mekka he had sent messengers to
the neighbouring princes of Persia, Byzantium, Abyssinia. He
also invited the Christian governor of Egypt and several Arab
chiefs under Persian and Byzantine sway to accept his religion.
These messengers received more or less a hostile reception. Only
the Greek governor treated them in a friendly spirit and sent

valuable presents to the Prophet though he did not accept
Islam.™
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78-  Arnold, op.cit,, 28.
79-  Weil, op.cit., 17.



Fikr-o Nazar ”9 Vol:54, Issue: 4

UN-a§ BRE 53 L ¥ Lo ¥nd Lot £
bW
Between 628 and 629 A.D. several other campaigns were

undertaken against the Beduins. The number of the faithful
steadily grew, and the idea became fixed in Mohamed's mind that

Islam, as the only true religion, was a religion meant not only for
the Arabs but for all mankind. ®”
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80-  Weil, op.cit., 17.
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