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ABSTRACT: The dissenting opinion is an integral part of human nature. The
status of Islamic sources may be understood differently by some scholars
which leads to opine differently. Keeping in view the evidence given by the
scholars, a dispute may be resolved. The importance of this issue increases if
such an issue has any relevance to the shar’iah. In a society where followers of
multiple sects are living, the issue becomes more important if the scholars of
different sects issue different fatwa on the same issue. The social media has
become the hub of such fatawa. In such a situation, the black sheep find the
ground to malign the religion and laymen get confused about the religion. In
such conditions, what should a layman do to compline with the shari’ah
rulings? There are various opinions about this situation. This study concludes
based on an analytical study that a layman in such a condition should practice
his educational capabilities to find out the verdict given by various scholars
which is closer to the shari’ah and then act upon it.
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Summary of the Article
Daily life matters always differ as humans differ from each other. History tells us

that since the advent of Islam, people have been having different opinions on
various issues. At the war of Uhud, the holy Prophet (peace be on him) asked
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people where the war was to be fought. The response was not unanimous as
some wished to fight the war staying in the city while others preferred to fight it
on the battlefield out of the city. However, if people follow authentic evidence,
seek the truth, and have good intentions, instead of following different sects in
society, an agreement may be reached. After the era of the holy Prophet (peace
be on him), the companions followed the same methodology. It was natural to
have differences in the later ages because the holy Prophet (peace be on him) was
supported by the revelation from Allah Almighty. However, in the later ages,
people inferred shari‘ah rules from the available source, following the methods
they were trained by the Prophet (peace be on him).

With the emergence of different sects in the Islamic world, differences in
opinion increased in society. There were as many opinions as sects. Though
knowledgeable persons may act upon the opinions they think strongly based on
evidence, what should a layman do in such a situation? This study seeks to
answer this question. Laymen cannot infer shari’ah rulings from the divine texts.
However, they are also the addressees of revelation because the holy text is
addressed to the entire humankind without drawing a line between
knowledgeable and laymen. The classical jurists had different opinions about
what laymen were supposed to do in such a situation. Some say that laymen
should act upon the easiest opinion. However, the question is who will decide
which opinion is the easiest. Some say that laymen should follow the most
difficult opinion. Some others opine that the laymen should follow the middle
way. Some believe that laymen should follow the more pious jurist according to
their knowledge. Some are of the view that laymen should follow the opinion of
the majority. Even others say that laymen should follow the opinion of the jurist
whom they asked first.

The article engages with all these opinions found in classical Islamic law and
assesses their arguments. It finally prefers the opinion of Ibn Qayyam al-
Jawziyyah who says that in the case of contradictory fatawa, laymen should act
upon the opinion which is supported by evidence and is closer to the Qur’an and
the sunnah. They should make as much effort to discern the preferred opinion as
they do in the case of materialistic and worldly affairs.
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