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The Use of Principles of Dirayah in
Tafsir Ibn Kathir

Anwar ul Haq®
Tufail Hashimi®

ABSTRACT

Tafsir Ibn Kathir is regarded very highly among
exegesis of the Holy Qur’an in the Muslim
world. Ibn Kathir, the exegete, has quoted many
abadith in an attempt to explain verses of the
Holy Qur’an. As pointed out by Ibn Kathir
himself, some of these abadith have issues of
authenticity. He has wused a particular
methodology for rejecting a hadith which may
apparently seem authentic due to its sound chain
of narrators. This methodology in which reason
and common sense is used to evaluate the
authenticity of a hadith is often called 1lm al-
Dirayab in the sciences of hadith. In this article,

an attempt has been made to set out the dirayab
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principles, using which Ibn Kathir calls a badith
unauthentic, which otherwise might be narrated

by strong chain of narrators.
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