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Abstract
Enlightening Religious Discourse from the Vantage point of
Islamic Thought: need and rules.

This paper pleads for revisiting religious discourse of the
present times in the light of the numerous challenges encountered
by Muslim culture and society. It argues that "enlightenment" does
not have to be borrowed from external sources or incompatible
premises originating from other systems of thought and foreign
world-views. It tries to furnish grounds for re-appraisal of the
current discourse from the sources of Islam. Hence the plea for
enlightenment on Islamic terms aimed at achieving Islamic ideals
through authentic Islamic procedures. The paper emphasizes the
active role of reason, albeit, a reason fully conversant with and
conforming to the standards of Islam. In the author's view, this
reactivation of the function of Islamic rationality is necessary to
revive Ijtihad for the purpose of seeking viable solutions to the new
problems of life.
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Abstract

Philosophical Foundations of the Educational Ideas of Qadi ‘Abdal-

Jabbar and their Applications

This study highlights Qadi ‘Abdal-Jabbar Al-Hamadhani's

philosophical principles and their applications in the educational
process. An analytical approach has been adopted in this study.
Views expressed by ‘Abdal-Jabbar in seven books written by him
have been studied. The study highlights the following aspects of his
educational ideas:

1-

a)

Qadi ‘Abdal-Jabbar’s approach to the knowledge of Allah
(God) as a mental construct has been elaborated. He believes
that knowing Allah (God) can be achieved only through
mind and its processes of reasoning. The paper shows its
relevance to education as explained by him.

Qadi ‘Abdal-Jabbar emphasizes a variety of teaching methods
like repetition, trial- and- error, self-learning and cooperative
learning.

The writer, in the end, recommends carrying out studies of
the educational thought of Muslim scholars through
different ages as he feels that these will yield rich resource in
educational insights relevant to our time.



