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Constitution of the Arab Republic of Egypt

We are introducing from this issue a new section in our
journal under the heading of documents. Apart from the usual
content of research contributions, this section will contain such
important papers/documents/ articles as represent a significant
event, personality or landmark of history. The present document is
the recently adopted Constitution of the Arab Republic of Egypt.
Its importance is self-evident in that it is the first free expression of
the people of Egypt to define the direction of their national life
following their historic victory in the revolution of last year. This
revolution brought an end to the despotic dispensation imposed on
this great Muslim country in the wake of the alien colonial
influence and intervention. Many hard and challenging stages came
in the Egyptions’ struggle for freedom and dignity, a struggle
spread over almost a whole century. Many difficult stages were
crossed by this nation and its prominent leaders with sagacity,
wisdom, resilience and determination. Despite the great victory
secured last year, some challenges still continue to confront this
nation and some are likely to appear in future. Borrowing the
typical mode of historical evalution of the British historian of the
last century, Arnold Toynbee, the Egyption people and their
sagacious leadership made a successful respone to every challenge
they faced during the last century. Egypt, a country so rich in its
pre and post-Islamic heritage and so fertile in its national genius — a
trait truly reflected in so many of its luminaries and their
outstanding contributions in nearly every field — provided
leadership to the Arab world in literary, intellectual and academic
life, that justifies optimism that the historic change of national
orientation fully backed up by popular will — as proclaimed in this
decument — shall succeed in evolving a new socio-political order
based on the universal values of Islam which is effectively
responsive, at the same time, to the rapidly changing requirements
of the present era.
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