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The Sciences of "-adith and their Influence on Historiography:
A Comparative Study

The methodology adopted by the masters of "-athh provided
a well-defined system of establishing the authenticity of texts, their
collection, transmission and critical evaluation. Quite naturally,
other branches of knowledge, at the same time, immensely
benefitted from this system in collecting and evaluating their own
relevant material. The textual material used in the field of history,
in particular, has been in need of sifting and thorough critical
evaluation in the light of the principles developed by the masters of
rad’'th. A number of attempts have been made in this respect
particularly with regard to the reports relating to the life of the
Prophet (pbuh), owing to the latter's obvious significance in the
estimation of Muslims. However, there is a continuous pertinent
need to undertake this scrutiny of historical reports especially those
relating to the early period of Islamic history. This period assumes
highest importance for every writer on Islamic history due to its
important bearing on the creed and culture of Islam. The sound
standards of textual analysis and critical evaluation established by
the masters of n—athh, provide the touchstone for assessing the
worth of all material used in historical research.



